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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE SUGGESTION that part of Principle III of the Code 
of Conduct should be reworded by ARCUK to enable an 
architect properly to offer his work for publication im the 
technical Press is made by a correspondent. p. 912 


“THE GENERALLY COMPETENT STANDARD of 
good design will grow quickly as trained architects are more 
often engaged. A genius may be near,” writes Mr. Alan 
Hope in an article on Irish architectural trends. p. 914 


A “CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC FORECAST of the 
immediate future of the supply of the basic materials for housing 
has been given in an address to the Housing Centre. p. 931 


“ON THE COST OF CONCRETE contracts are won,’ writes 
a contributor in the course of a second article on “ Concrete 


Mixes and Proportions.” p. 935 
TIE SPIRIT of the employers, particularly in Southern England, 
in helping aon apprenticeship in building has been praised 


by Sir Richard Coppock, speaking at the Thanet School of 
Art. p. 937 


“IT IS A MATTER of regret that the building industry, 
unlike some other industries, divides its education into water- 
tight compartments,’’ Mr. Woodbine Parish told a meeting at 
the recent Building Exhibition. 


THE VIEW that if the Federation of Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-contractors were to help in the reduction of building 
costs they would urgently need relief from the burden of the 
retention money system as at present operated, was ad- 
vanced by Mr. F. Woodcock, president of the Fi 
at its luncheon in London on December 3. p. 93 


““ AMONG OTHER AIDS which I am sure would help a lot 
I would certainly include the elimination of the rise and fail 
clause in contracts. I am all for increasing the ig ever sev 
of the builder in this matter, as I believe that he is better able 
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CHALLENGE TO BUILDING 


THE events of last week—the raising of the free licensing 

limit to £25,000 for industrial and agricultural building 
and to {1,000 for all other forms of construction following the 
freeing of timber—has been well received by the industry as 
a further step along the road towards ending all building 
controls. The existence of a few areas where further overload 
could raise local difficulties is the only reason why decontrol 
is not already absolute, so the Minister of Works told the 
Specialists and Sub-contractors last week. 

The successive stages by which freedom is being restored 
to the industry have been reached without any of the ill-effects 
(certain local shortages apart) so confidently predicted in 
some quarters. Indeed, as we have previously stated, there 
could hardly have been a more propitious period, when the 
level of cost is so high, to free the industry. 

This wide measure of freedom must now be followed by a 
considerable reduction in the general level of costs. If 
previous history repeats itself, there should be an almost 
automatic drop as materials supply flows more freely ; but 
more than this will be required, in the form of full use made 
of new techniques, of improved site organisation and, perhaps 
most important, in determination by the whole industry to 
regard the prospect of a long-term building programme, 
which now unfolds itself, as a challenge to greater efficiency. 
In the Minister’s words in Parliament on December 1, the 
slum-clearance programme promised by the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill (which is expected to go to a Committee in 
the New Year) “ will underpin manpower in the building 
industry for years to come. If,” continued Sir David Eccles, 
“the industry takes the view that there is no need to bother 
about costs or new methods or restrictive practices they will 
have succumbed to the occupational disease of full employ- 
ment. If they conclude that they have never had that kind 
of security and accept the matter as a challenge to hold nothing 
back in their effort, they will succeed.” 

There must always be a tendency for an industry that has 
been regimented for so long to feel somewhat like a crab 
without its shell in the early days of an almost forgotten 
freedom. ‘There is evidence already that natural, toughening 
processes are now at work in building, and that if the 
productivity line continues to rise at its present rate the 
efficiency necessary for success should be well on the way. 
The successful completion of the programme of 300,000 
houses in the 12 months ended October 31 last, is a matter 
on which the building industry in all its parts fully deserves 
the congratulations expressed last week by Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government. Further 
success will continue to depend on the personal contribution 
of each and every member of the building team. 
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“PLANNING”? UNDER A CLOUD 


T is not to be denied that the word “ planning ” has taken 
on a slightly sinister significance for the people of this 
country. A spate of propaganda on the need for economic 
planning coinciding with a period of marked shortages has 
tended to give the word a restrictive connotation. “ Plan- 
ning !”—and most people begin to think of controls, pro- 
hibitions, frustration and interference by “ hordes of officials.” 
Physical planning has come to have similar associations, 
and indeed it could hardly be otherwise, for it is almost as 
much a negative as a positive process. Professor Sir William 
Holford’s admirable presidential address to the Town Plan- 
ning Institute (reported in our issue of November 27) had 
certain undertones of uneasiness on this score. He conceded 
that planning legislation was itself politically unpopular, at 
least under that name, and pointed out, significantly, that the 
‘Town and Country Planning Act of 1953 was a repealing Act. 
“ What,” he asked, “‘ of the planned ? What advantages of 
planning come to them? Looked at from the consumers’ 
point of view, do we appear as fairy godmothers or as nosey 
parkers, as valued advisers or as mere spanners in the works ? ” 
Later, he answered his own questions at least by implication, 
when he said: ‘“‘ Unless the public interest is altogether 
abandoned there will always be instances where it conflicts 
with private interests; and the maintenance of real estate 
values, although a useful indicator, is not-the main objective 
of planning. If, therefore,” he continued, “ these feelings 
of hardship or inequity are not balanced and redressed by 
clear statements of the public advantages derived, and if our 
political heads do not openly recognise the public interest in 
these matters, and support those who administer it in one 
form or another, then obviously the public relations function 
would have to follow planning itself and ‘ go underground ’ 
for a while.” 

It is perhaps due to the unpopularity of planning and to a 
feeling of uneasiness among its practitioners that the Town 
Planning Institute has decided to take “‘ The Planners and the 
Planned ” as its theme for the new session. Physical plan- 
ning affects everyone to some extent, directly or indirectly, 
and if it is to succeed it must carry public opinion with it. It 
would seem, therefore, that whatever the political vacillations, 
greater unofficial efforts will have to be made to bring the 
advantages of planning to public notice. No doubt the 
Institute has this need well in mind. The papers of the new 
session would appear to be particularly suitable for broad- 
casting, possibly in a condensed form, and use might perhaps 
be made of other agencies of communication such as the 
“amenities ”’ societies and other social organisations that 
exist in urban and sometimes even in rural areas. Notwith- 
standing a good deal of dislike and opposition, Town and 
Country Planning is widely understood to be indispensable 
to this overcrowded island, which has suffered so much from 
a lack of proper control in the past ; and it is encouraging to 
note that Sir William Holford was able to cite numerous 
recent instances of successful planning carried through to the 
advantage and satisfaction of all the parties concerned. 

The need for progress on the educational side of town 
planning is also a matter of some urgency, as Sir William 
indicated when he said that the voluntary effort which the 
Institute had contributed since its foundation would now be 
made more fruitful by the endowment of a Research Secretary, 
and by the making of grants to cover the appointment of ad hoc 
investigations for particular subjects of research. This need 
was also underlined by a speaker in the discussion when he 
said there was an uneasy feeling that the professional planners 
were ill-prepared and had too little experience to deal effec- 
tively with planning legislation, a feeling that most professional 
planners shared when they surveyed the almost limitless 
range of subjects that could come under the heading of 
* planning.” 

Planning, of course, is team work, and the ideal leader of 
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the team must be some kind of a superman. He nee 
and probably will not, be a master of all the arts and sciences 
and great range of general activities involved in town and 
country planning, but he must be a man of wide vision and 
sympathies, a first-rate administrator, and have the knowledge 
and ability to co-ordinate the work of specialists and speak 
to them in their own language. He is a rare type and needs 
to be produced in greater numbers. 


GENERAL FOREMANSHIP STUDIES 


THE belief that foremen are born and not made, and that 

foremanship cannot be taught, unfortunately still has its 
adherents. But happily this unenlightened view is not held 
by the National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
which has just published the Second Report of the Standing 
Committee for the Training of General Foremen.* Too 
often in the past there was evidence that the appointment of 
foremen was wholly haphazard and casual, little, if any, 
thought being given to defining the scope of responsibility 
of the foreman’s function and seldom any advice being asked 
for or offered on how best to handle the many human and 
administrative problems which abound on any building site. 
In consequence supervision has been at times very arbitrary 
and has not infrequently been conducted by individuals with 
insufficient basic knowledge of either building construction 
or elementary management techniques. 

Nevertheless, in spite of this fortuitous method, many 
fine foremen have emerged and become people of considerable 
status and competence. ‘The numbers, however, have never 
been sufficient to fulfil the needs of the industry. 

The post-war years with their new problems have shown 
that supervision plays a vital part in promoting high pro- 
ductivity, and as a result the importance of careful selection 
and systematic training in craft, theory and practice, and in 
supervisory skills has received increased attention in the 
industry generally. The Standing Committee’s Report 
contains far-reaching proposals for establishing recognised 
standards of technical and supervisory skill and ability ; 
the Committee emphasises the necessity for foremen to have 
a sound practical and theoretical knowledge of craft processes, 
and express the logical view that potential general foremen in 
the future should hold a final City and Guilds craft certificate 
and at least an Ordinary National certificate, and preferably 
a Higher National in Building before proceeding to general 
foremanship studies which are directed to the general prin- 
ciples of management, including site administration, organ- 
isation and control, and the problems of directing human 
activities in the industry. > 

The Report very rightly draws attention to the important 
part which experienced general foremen can and should play 
in raising the standard and status of their calling by the 
interest and support which they display in the development of 
courses of foremanship study, and by the encouragement 
which they give to up-and-coming craftsmen who show 
promise as craft foremen. ‘The recent successful develop- 
ment of foremen’s Associations throughout the county, 
in which the National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has played no small part, is also commended, and must 1n- 
evitably contribute towards improved standards of foreman- 
ship in the future. ; 

The fact should not be overlooked that architects can 2!s0 
help to bring about improved standards of site supervision 
by their approach and attitude towards general foremen. 
There can be few architects who have not at times relied res 
considerable extent upon the practical experience and kindly 
assistance of general foremen, and their respect for the status 
and dignity of general foremen, and the exacting respons ‘ 
bilities which they undertake, are matters which might W° 
receive more careful consideration by the profession than nas 
been the practice in recent years. 

* Published from 82, New Cavendish-street, W1. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


PALM MALL AT KEW 


Y general agreement, the handling 

of the Coronation setting proved that in 
the present Minister of Works we have 
one who is both practical and imaginative 
(writes Basil Marriott). If the credit 
should be given below Ministerial level 
for this ability to rise to the occasion with 
both style and resourcefulness, Sir David 
Eccles is no less to be congratulated on 
inspiring his Department and giving its 
designers their heads. This alone is 
unusual in official circles: but when 
practical imagination is combined with 
economy through the reuse of com- 
ponents of which the cost was cheerfully 
undertaken at a time of enthusiasm which 
might wane when the bill came to be 
footed, the Minister of Works will earn 
further palms from a nation which has 
had to learn to make do and mend. 


When the idea was first announced of 
reusing the Mall arches, among the most 
popular of the Coronation decorations, 
for the repair of the decaying Palm House 
at Kew Gardens, there may have been 
some tolerant scepticism, intriguing as 
the proposal was. The details now 
released, however, carry at least one 
stage nearer achievement a project at 
once worthwhile, evidently workmanlike 
and not without the wit and elegance 
which infused the Coronation decorations 
and came as such a welcome surprise to 
many from the unexpected quarter of a 
government department. Briefly, the pro- 
posal (which is still to. be worked out in 
detail and cost) is to suspend from the 
arches a completely new Palm House of 
glass, consisting, according to the 
published sketch, of four graceful cupolas 
corresponding to their curve, linked by 
glass vaulting of similar profile and 
provided with entrances and exits of 
suitable parabolic (or is it hyperbolic ?) 
profile. 


THE BUILDER 


SUBTLETY IN DESIGN 


ApaRT from re-creating a cherished 
feature which will otherwise be sadly 
missed by visitors to Kew, there is a 
subtle quality about the design which 
brings it within striking distance of a 
brilliant inspiration—not infrequently the 
outcome of shrewd improvisation. It is 
clearly the work of some person or team 
of unusual perception of the significance 
of design trends sometimes too lightly 
dismissed as mere “ fashion.’”’ If the 
proposal goes through, as indeed it 
should, it will be both an essentially 
contemporary building and _ essentially 
congruous to its surroundings: not only 
a reminder of the happy event for which 
the arches were framed but of the popular 
success of the contemporary idiom in 
design applied to the architecture of 
pleasure. 

As was also suggested by the Festival 
of Britain, this idiom received popular 
acceptance by reason of a certain allusive- 
ness to, rather than copying from, a 
period particularly elegant and English, 
roughly corresponding to the late Regency 
and early Victorian era. It was a re-crea- 
tion of the spirit of those robust and 
optimistic times, expressed by what one 
heard called the “ seaside’’ atmosphere 
of the South Bank and Battersea ; calling 
for the re-discovery of siting, land- 
scaping and gardening on principles very 
different from those into which parks 
committees and other bodies had become 
bogged down, repetitive ruts quite unsuit- 
able for the formality and graciousness of 
the spaces for which they were responsible. 

Kew is the very antithesis of this: it 
and rather 


remains a formal, Royal 
Victorian pleasance, haunted by the 
ghosts of Chambers’ fantasy. This is 


brilliantly echoed by the design for the 
reuse of the Mall arches in, if you will, a 
‘folly’? in the best sense of a word 
rapidly climbing back into favour archi- 
tecturally. More power to the arches, 
and may they retain their resilience in 





AN IMPRESSION showing how the Coronation Arches used in the Mall might 
be incorporated in the new Palm House at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. They 
would support the structure externally, but only aluminium would be used inside the 


house, thus eliminating painting and the consequent disturbance of growing plants. 





rising to the support of a departmental 
architecture combining fun and function 
to a degree not perhaps seen since Brighton 
Pavilion, of which the Kew project is 
rather appropriately reminiscent. 


ABS “‘CROWNS” 


Mr. Howarp Rosertson, ARA, PRIBA, 
who is of course also the ABS 
president, has just issued an appeal, in 
which he asks all connected with the 
profession to contribute “the kind of 
Crown that most of us can supply if we 
try hard enough, 5s.”” All subscriptions 
are welcome, and should be addressed to 
Mr. Robertson at 66, Portland-place, W1. 
Contribution can be made either to the 
Society’s general funds or to the ABS 
Centenary Appeal Fund, for the provision 
of homes for the Society’s beneficiaries. 
Subscriptions under covenant for seven 
years, on which the Society can recover 
income-tax, are the most valuable form of 
subscription. 


AA MEMBERS’ SKETCHES 


THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION of members’ 
sketches at the Architectural Association 
is now open at 34, Bedford-square until 
January 1. It is a notably sane, well- 
hung exhibition containing little to offend 
and nota little to commend and perhaps 
honours may be said to be more equally 
shared amongst the exhibitors than on 
previous occasions. It gives an impres- 
sion of having been through the hands of 
a good selection committee who have 
established a standard worthy of previous 
AA exhibitions. A glance at the list of 
the works and their authors reveals the 
diversity of pleasant places at home and 
abroad in which the members have spent 
their holidays and a glance at the works 
shows the diversity of skills and techniques 
which the members are able to bring to 
bear on this pleasant pastime. 

There has always been a hardcore of 
regular exhibitors as in all such annual 
exhibitions, and names such as those 
of Julian Leathart, E. B. Musman, Leonard 
Manasseh, Marjorie Morrison, Rowland 
Pierce, Norman and P. J. Westwood, 
A. B. Knapp-Fisher, Ruth Easton, Hugh 
Cronyn and Henry Braddock, are all very 
familiar in this connection. The exhibi- 
tion, is, however, full of the work of other 
artists of equal merit, although perhaps 
not so familiar. 

At a quick glance the following pictures 
might attract first attention: D. C. 
Roe’s “ Carrozzella Firenze ’’ (4), Norah 
Glover’s “Spain 1952” (10), T. A. 
Greeves’ “A Country House” (12), 
Graeme Highet’s “‘ Godalming from Farn- 
combe Lock” (21), Julian Leathart’s 
“ London Docks ’”’ (28), E. B. Musman’s 
“* Grand Union Canal ’”’ (33), Hugh Morris’ 
“‘Cesley Krumluv Castle, S. Bohemia ”’ 
(35), K. G. Browne’s “Jane’’ (37), 
Norah Glover’s “Steps” (41), F. S. 
Coleridge ‘‘ Franciscan Convent’ (50), 
Hugh Cronyn’s “ Woods at Wengen”’ 
(51), Marjorie Morrison’s “ Paris’’ (60), 
Norman Westwood’s “The Boat Cellar, 
Cadawith’’ (68), A. B. Knapp-Fisher’s 


“The Closed Church, Boughton Aluph,. 


Kent” (72). Let this, however, not be 
taken either as an exhaustive or well- 
considered list, but rather as an incentive 
to make a personal inspection. 
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CORONATION WINDOW. 
window, which is in Chipping Campden 
Court, was recently unveiled by the Duke 


This 


of Beaufort before a company of 
magistrates and others. It is in bright 
colours and commemorates the Queen’s 
Coronation. The flowers are symbolic 
of the four parts of the United Kingdom, 
and the coats of arms those of Her Majesty 
and of the County of Gloucester. The 
window, which was a gift, was designed 
by Miss Yoxall and Miss Whitford, of 
Blockley. 





OPEN AIR SCULPTURE 


FOLLOWING on the success of the open- 
air sculpture exhibitions which the London 
County Council held in 1948 and 1951, a 
third is being planned, to be held during 
next summer. From May to September, 
more than 30 pieces by well-known 
sculptors will be on show at the new 
Holland Park, Kensington, recently pur- 
chased by the LCC from Lord Ilchester. 
Here, in a natural woodland setting 
sympathetic to the display of differing 
types of sculpture, it is hoped to display 
works by Despiau, Epstein, Giacometti, 
Laurens, Maillol, Marini, Rodin and 
many others. Other works will come 
from Austria, Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Italy and the USA as well as from 
the United Kingdom. 


RICS HONOURS CLIMBERS 


AT an ordinary general meeting of the 
Institution held on December 7 last, 


Brigadier Sir John Hunt, CBE, DSO, 
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and Sir Edmund Hillary were unani- 


mously elected Honorary Members of development plan for Perth, 


the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. 


APPROXIMATE ESTIMATING 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYORS COMMITTEE 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors have invited Mr. W. James, 
FRICS, honorary secretary of the com- 


- mittee, to give an address on “A New 


Approach to Approximate Estimating ’”’ 
at the general meeting of quantity sur- 
veyors to be held on April 14 next. 


SCHOOLS EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION of different types of 
nursery schools is to be opened at 1, Park- 
crescent, Wi, on December 28. It has 
been arranged by the Nursery School 
Association of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. The following types will be 
illustrated :— 

1. Typical nursery school. 2. Nursery 
schools in adapted buildings. 3. Nursery 
schools built into blocks of flats. 4. A 
plan and model of a part-time nursery 
school. 5, Nursery schools in other 
countries, 

Admission to the exhibition is free, 
and the times of opening will be 10.30 a.m- 
4.30 p.m. daily (including Saturdays). 
January 16 is the closing date. 


LIVERPOOL RESIGNATION 
PROFESSOR GORDON STEPHENSON, 


FRIBA, MTPI, has resigned his post as 
Professor of Civic Design at Liverpool 








COMING EVENTS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 


BBC HOME SERVICE PROGRAMME.—Talk by Mr. 
Gordon Cummings on the new proposals to modernise 
older houses. 5.30 p.m. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 


RICS.—Address by Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, on the Govern- 
ment’s White Paper, “‘ Houses—The Next Step,” and 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS (LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH).— 
** Common Defects in Building,” by Mr. A. J. Aldridge, 
BSc. Eccleston Hotel, Radicumseanane swi. 
6.30 p.m. 

BUILDING INDUSTRY DisTRIBUTORS (LONDON AREA).— 
Film on “ The Stockton Test.’? Chiswick Town Hall, 
High-road, W4. 2.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Hovusinc CENTRE.—“‘ Town Planning in Kuwait,”’ 
by Messrs. P. W. Macfarlane, FRICS, M1 PI, and 


Anthony Minoprio, FRIBA, MTPI. 13, Suffolk- 
street, SW1. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘ American Journ, ig 
by Mr. Edward Mills, FRIBA. 34, Bodied eats 
bet <= 6 p.m. 
_ Mopuiar Socrery.—‘ Proportion and S 
in relation to Modular Co-or ination,” by Mr. Sergei 
Raa, ARIBA. RSA, John Adam-street, WC2. 

.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—‘ Some 
Don pong ~ y Semi-Otiost Power Station 
at Ince,”’ by Mr. F. H. S. Brown, BSc, - 
place, WC2. 5.30 p.m. oe 

LONDON BUILDING AND ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS’ 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION GroUP.—Meeting and dis- 
cussion on subject of ““ Why Keep Accident Records ? ”” 


introduced by Mr. W. R. Bateman. Saf Heal 
—-, Welfare Museum, Heroelany-cond’ Swi 
.30 p.m, 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“ 
Structural Uses of Aluminium Alloy with special 
a te ee Messrs. W. Hamilton and 
3. P. Manning, wy 
SW1. 5.55 rg vane ee 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 
Ps ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Carnival on theme, 
He, She and It.” 34, Bedford-square, WC2. 
2 P-m. to 5 a.m. é 

NSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.— 
on British Standard system of limits and fits, by Fae 
H. G. Conway and G. {. Pesrmpin. 

Gate, St. James’s Park, SW1. 


IME, Storey’ 
5.30 p.m, 
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University in order to complete his 


Western 
n formed 
Liverpool, 
Planning 
Professor 


Australia. A committee has bee 
to appoint his successor at 
The editorship of the Town 
Review will be transferred from 
Stephenson to his successor. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. S. M. Hottioway, 
been appointed County Architect of 
Huntingdonshire. His address is County 
Architect’s Department, County Buildings, 
Huntingdon. 

Mr. 'T. W. Grecory, ARIBA, ARICS, 
AMTPI, Chief Assistant Architect, Wol- 
verhampton Corporation, has been ap- 
pointed Deputy City Architect and Estates 
Manager of the County Borough of 
Gloucester, with effect from January 1 
next. 


BERNARD WEBB STUDENTSHIP 


THE BERNARD WEBB STUDENTSHIP for 
the historical and critical study of archi- 
tecture, which is open to members of the 
Architectural Association and _ tenable 
under the auspices of the British School at 
Rome, has been awarded this year to Mr. 
Neil Macfadyen, for a study of the relation- 
ship of architecture and sculpture, with 
special reference to fifteenth- and sixteenth- 
century work in Italy. 


APPOINTMENT OF EDITOR 


Mr. F. H. W. SHEPPARD has been 
appointed general editor of the Survey 
of London by the LCC. Aged 32, Mr. 
Sheppard has been an assistant keeper 
in the London Museum since 1948. 
His new post carries a salary of £1,200, 
rising by four annual increments of {£75 
to £1,500 a year. 

The Survey of London has been about 
one-third completed and records parish 
by parish the buildings and places of 
architectural and historical interest in 
London. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. A. R. TANNER, FRICS, MR5anI, wishes it to 
be known that the partnership between himself od 
Mr. J. V. Price, FIAS, has been dissolved. Ripe 

ractice will continue as hitherto under the at - 
Paass AND TANNER, quantity surveyors, at 30, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 


A branch office has been opened by MR. ay go" H. 
GALLANNAUGH, LRIBA, of 12, Grafton-street, London, 
Wl, at 12A, Longton Grove-road, Weston-super- 
Mare, Somerset, when he will be pleased to receive 
supoliers’ catalogues. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, December 10, 1853 
PRESERVATION OF STONE.—I think the 
publication of the following recipe for 
preventing frost from acting on newly- 
used Bath and Caen stone would be of 
service to the architect, bu'lder and 
operative. I have tried it four winters 
and found it successful: ‘fake fresh 
burnt lime and mix it to the consistence 
of whitewash ; to one gallon of this add 
one pint of common salt and a Rigs ar 
a pound of alum. This is to b° ¥ 
similar to whitewash, and is to « put oP 
as soon as the lime has run, while it 8 


ARIBA, has 


yet warm, and is then to be « ragged ve 
in the spring. I have foun om 

answer well on blocks of stone fresh ce 
which usually feel the effects of ol 
weather first when they equally 


exposed.—G. SHARP. 
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THE BUILDER 


A NEW TOWN IN SWEDEN 
Comprehensive District Heating and Hot Water Supply Planned 


By a Correspondent 


 agpaasa by British residential plan- 
ning amd research, the Stockholm 
authorities about two years ago embarked 
upon a new venture in suburban building, 
the Villingby satellite town. Planned for 
a population of 24,000, Vallingby is to 
e a garden city with varied types of 
ildings, both single-family villas and 
apartments ; the latter are being built in 
the form of 10- to 12-storeyed “ point ”’ 
blocks, or as unevenly distributed rows 
of three-storeyed buildings. Situated about 
10 miles west of the centre of Stockholm, 
Vallingby will have every civic, social and 
trade facility for its own inhabitants, as 
well as for another 60,000 people living in 
the adjacent smaller suburbs. 


The development of this new city, 
devised in detail before any construction 
was begun, shows a pattern quite the 
opposite to that of the established his- 
torical trend of community growth, in 
which the centre of trade or worship gave 
birth to the urban unit. The facilities 
provided by modern communications 
usually make the suburban dwellers look 
to the metropolis as their social centre. 
The resulting bleak, anonymous life of the 
‘“dormitory’”’ suburbs has been blamed 
for the rootlessness and discontent of 
their inhabitants so common in our days. 
The Vallingby planners have sought to 


counteract this tendency by giving the 
people who live there a natural communal 
centre, a trading and meeting place with 
facilities also for leisure and amusements. 

One-third of Vallingby’s dwellings are 
now inhabited or ready for occupation, and 
the building of the centre as well as the 
remaining housing construction is going 
ahead at a lively pace. By the time the 
housing has been completed—which will 
be in about two years’ time—the centre, 
schools and libraries, etc., will also be in 
full operation. Medical and dental clinics, 
shops, banks, restaurants, sports and hobby 
facilities are also included in the project, 
apart from a diversified business section. 


LOCAL EMPLOYMENT 


Moreover, it is the aim of the authorities 
to provide for employment facilities within 
the new community itself for as many of 
the inhabitants as possible. Apart from 
the openings provided by the shops and 
services at the business centre, Vallingby 
will also have its own industrial centre 
of some 2,000,000 sq. ft. Situated about 
three-quarters of a mile from Villingby, 
it is now under construction. By the middle 
of 1954 there will be initial employment 
facilities for about 1,500 persons, a num- 
ber that will have grown to 3,000 a year 
later. A tentative estimate puts the 


A scale model of the new town of Vallingby, ten miles from the centre of Stockholm. 


illustration. 


The “* point ” 


One of the “* point” blocks that are a 
feature of the scheme. 


number of employable persons at one per 
household. Thus, Vallingby, when fully 
developed, will have about 8,000 employ- 
able persons, of whom at least half are 
expected to find work within the area, 
while as many again will probably be 
employed there although living elsewhere. 

Vallingby is linked with Stockholm’s 
centre by the new metropolitan under- 


The civic centre is in the middle of the 


blocks appear as small stars to the south of the centre. 
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ground railway opened a year ago, and 
one of the main approaches to the highway 
to Vasteras and Orebro—two large trading 
and industrial centres—passes through 
its outskirts. "The system of communica- 
tions within the city presents some inter- 
esting aspects. The network of streets 
has been designed so that children should 
be able to walk anywhere in the area 
without having to cross the major motor 
roads. Villingby being situated in a 
hilly wooded terrain, it has been possible 
to run underpass parkways, prohibited 
to vehicular traffic, between all parts of 
the city. Motor roads are wide enough 
to permit of street parking to a large 
extent. 


DEMAND FOR SHOP SPACE 


The community centre, located round 
a piazza of about 100,000 sq. ft., is built 
over the “‘ subway,’”’ which here passes 
above ground. ‘Traffic will be permitted 
on one half of the piazza, the other half 
being reserved for pedestrians. In the 
buildings below and around the central 
open space there will be some 60 shops, 
including two department stores. There 
are also 400,000 sq. ft. of office premises. 
The authorities report that they have had 
applications for space from 700 prospective 
lessees. 

Ultimately, the entire district of Val- 
lingby and adjacent suburbs will have 
their heat and hot water supplied by a 
projected steam-power plant, which the 
City of Stockholm is building at Hasselby, 
a couple of miles to the south of Vallingby. 
This plant is to supply Stockholm with 
extra power for peak-load periods, the 
surplus heat being pumped to the new 
suburbs in  rockwool-insulated pipes, 
placed in large culverts which have already 
been laid down. It is estimated that the 
loss of temperature between plant and 
customer will be only about 10 deg. F. 


HOT WATER FROM GARBAGE 


In the meantime, however, the heating 
and hot water for Viallingby is being 
handled by a provisional plant ; at present 
there are three automatic oil-heated boilers, 
of which only one or two are needed as 
yet, but the plant is equipped for an 
ultimate number of six burners, con- 
vertible to any kind of fuel. Furthermore, 
a huge garbage incinerator made by the 
Gétaverken is at present being installed, 
also fulfilling the purpose of supplying 
Vallingby with all its hot-water require- 
ments. ‘The incinerator has a ‘‘ Lands- 
verk ’’ stoker which is said to be so perfect 
that bottles or tin cans will not hamper its 
working as they are reduced to dust in the 
process. The incinerator is planned as a 
permanent installation. This plant is 
largely automatic, having a special tipping 
lift, which deposits the garbage and re- 
turns the containers with the aid of only 
one man. It is also equipped with the 
most modern soot-blowers and chimney 
draft regulators. 

The Vallingby project is the first large- 
scale experiment of its type in Sweden, 
but it looks as if the experiment, which is 
being closely followed by city planners 
in other countries, is going to prove a 
success. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTS AND THE PRESS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The recent correspondence in 
your columns on this subject has 
done much to clear up current mis- 
apprehensions about architectural public- 
ity in the technical Press. I would like, 
however, to support your correspondent 
“Provincial’’ in his objection to the 
wording of the part of Principle III of 
the Code of Conduct of the ARCUK 
relating to this matter, which says that 
“an architect may not solicit publication 
of illustrations and descriptions of his 
work in the Press for the purpose of 
increasing his practice.”’ 

The word “ solicit’’ has an unpleasant 
sound, and since an architect may properly 
have his work published in the Press, it 
should not, I think, be used in this con- 
nection. The only proof of wrongful 
intentions is behaviour that infringes the 
Code of Conduct. It is well known that 
architects do quite often obtain work as a 
result of Press publicity, and there can 
surely be no objection to this so long as 
the approach is from the prospective client 
to the architect, and not the other way 
about. The present wording suggests 
that it is discreditable for an architect to 
have any thought of possible benefit from 
publicity. This strikes me as_ being 
quite unrealistic. 

I suggest that ARCUK should consider 
the replacement of the words quoted by 
something more reasonable. As “ Pro- 
vincial’’ suggests, it should be possible 
to find a form of words that would accord 
with the facts without allowing scope for 
evasion of a necessary discipline. I 
suggest the following :— 

“‘ An architect can properly offer for 
publication in the technical Press 
photographs, plans and particulars of 
work carried out from his designs, 
provided that such publicity is not used 
in any way that could be construed as 
personal advertising for the architect.” 
May I be allowed to sign myself 


REALIST. 


WILLIAM RICHARD LETHABY 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I am studying the life of Lethaby, 
and I should be grateful, Sir, if you 
would allow me to inquire, through your 
columns, whether any of your readers 
would kindly let me know if they have 
letters of Lethaby’s, drawings, or any 
other material likely to help in the study 
of him. 
Basi, Warp [FRIBA]. 
Lethaby Professor, 
Royal College of Art. 


South Kensington, London, SW7. 


THE RICS AND SURVEYORS’ 
QUALIFICATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. P. Roberts is to be congratu- 
lated upon spotlighting, in your 

last issue, that portion of Mr. G. A. 
Coombe’s presidential address to the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
where he refers to prospective examinees 
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of the RICS taking advantage « of a 
less difficult examination and less exacting 
form of entry provided by the less credit. 
able bodies which go to make up the 
profession as a whole.”’ 
To compare and adjudicate upon the 
standard of examinations conducted by 
different bodies for parallel qualifications 
is an exceedingly difficult matter, and how 
Mr. Coombe has come to a decision which 
leads to the disparaging of not only the 
examinations but the conditions of mem. 
bership and the very institutions them. 
selves, is difficult to understand. Perhaps 
it is not a reasoned statement but merely 
wishful thinking. ; 
Pride is notorious for blinding people 
to broad and balanced vision; it never 
seems to occur to protagonists of the older 
professional institutions that there are 
many persons who, for various reasons, 
simply do not wish to belong to these bodies, 
For instance, there are many persons who 
object, on principle, to autocracy and un- 
charitableness and who will not ally 
themselves with institutions which pursue 
such policies. 

It is this, more than any other single 
factor, which is causing the rapid growth 
of rival institutions in the field of pro- 
fessional surveying and allied fields, 
thereby producing much fluttering in the 
RICS dovecote and not a little perch- 
hopping in the precincts of other Royal 
institutions. 

G. BLACKER. 


59, Abingdon-road, Bramhall, Cheshire. 


CHANGING CONDITIONS IN 
BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to Mr. P. T. 
Walters’ letter in The Builder of 
November 27, I believe that neither the 
franchise nor the right of election to the 
House of Commons. was _ generally 
accorded to women until the early 1920's. 
The opponents of this reform had argued 
long and vigorously that their wives at 
all times co-operated with them in the most 
helpful way; they considered, therefore, 
in much the same tone as Mr. Walters, 
that the reform was “ quite unnecessary 
and, moreover, impracticable ! ’’ 
Seriously though, if the Standing Joint 
Committee can “co-operate” with 
specialist sub-contractors ; “record for 
consideration ’’ matters raised by them; 
and is prepared to have full discussions 
of draft proposals with the Associations 
interested, it will do so more effectively 
if its membership includes the organisation 
representative of specialist and sub- 
contracting interests in general which 
would naturally be concerned to promote 
the activities which Mr. Walters indicates. 
D. C. Matra, Director, 
Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-contractors 


Artillery House, SW1. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


ee 
IR,— The correspondence on this su! 
S ject which originated from Mr. Nis- 
bet’s article seems to have covered an 
extensive field, and there has been 2 | ; 
deal of comment on the relationship ° 
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specialist trades with quantity surveyors. 
As far as the Standing Joint Committee for 
Standard Method of Measurement is 
concerned, I agree with Mr. Walters that 
there has been co-operation with several 
Associations in regard to revision, and I 
think it would probably not be practicable 
for each specialist trade to be admitted 
to individual membership of the Com- 
mittee. I could, however, see consider- 
able advantages in the appropriate Federa- 
tion (FASS, which represents the major- 
itv of them) being admitted ; after all, it 
should not be necessary to have to wait 
for revision and for an approach from the 
Committee before the views of specialist 
associations can be voiced, and when one 
considers the proportion of the whole 
contract which is represented by specialist 


and sub-contract work, I consider a 
much closer liaison to be eminently 
desirable. 


Mr. Walters’ Committee is, of course, only 
one of those whose value could be enhanced 
by the inclusion of specialist representation ; 
it has been a miatter of wonderment to me 
that there are Day-Work Schedules agreed 
with the RICS for only two specialist trades 
—the others are expected to conform to the 
builders’ schedule. This, in many instances, 
is quite unsuitable. I might also refer to 
specialist representation on the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal, but this has already been mentioned 
in previous correspondence. 

To conclude, it is my opinion that closer 
<o-operation between the representative bodies 
of architects, quantity surveyors, builders and 
specialists has everything to commend it, 
and would in the long run make for increased 
efficiency, a speedier completion and cheaper 
and more satisfactory contracts. 

F. C. Woop, Secretary, 
National Employers’ Federation 
of the Mastic Asphalt Industry. 


21, John Adam-street, WC2. 


ARCHITECTS UNDER THE 
NATIONAL COAL BOARD 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was interested to read the report 
of the meeting convened by the 
Association of Building Technicians, in 
your issue of November 20. I was 
particularly interested in the complaint 
of the Welsh delegate against NALGO 
for trying to claim the credit for the salary 
scales agreed in respect of architectural 
staff employed by the National Coal 
Board. Mr. K. Campbell, of the ABT, 
said that the agreements with the Coal 
Board were the result of a joint effort 
by the ABT, NALGO and others. 

In the light of this statement, your 
readers may be rather surprised to learn 
that the majority of architects employed 
by the National Coal Board are members 
of the British Association of Colliery 
Management, a trade union which repre- 
sents all the senior managerial or pro- 
fessional grades employed by the National 
Coal Board. ; 

The agreement on the salaries and 
conditions of service for architectural 
staffs is jointly signed by BACM and the 
ABT. I have no wish to detract from the 
help given by the ABT representatives 
in connection with the completion of this 
agreement but, as I have stated, the over- 
Whelming majority of architects are in 
membership with BACM, and the agree- 
ment for architectural staff drew freely 
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from the pattern of the 30 or so other 
agreements concluded between BACM 
and the National Coal Board for other 
managerial grades. 

I am not aware that NALGO played 
any part whatever in the negotiation of the 
agreement. 

GEORGE TYLER, 
Deputy General Secretary, The British 
Association of Colliery Management. 
Neville Hall, Westgate-road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. 


ABT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SALARIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the 
report of the propaganda meeting 
held by the Association of Building 
Technicians at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on November 6 (your issue November 20). 
There were, as perhaps was to be expected, 
a number of misstatements of fact. 

Mr. Moncrieff stated that the ABT 
was in the field and was recognised, and 
claimed that it had secured benefits for 
its members employed by two local 
authorities — Coventry and Gateshead. 
This is in itself a very meagre claim, since 
there are over 1,500 local authorities in 
England and Wales ; it indicates how little 
has been done in the field of local govern- 
ment. In contrast, in the NALGO report 
of activities during the year before its 
annual conference in June last there was 
reference to six arbitrations in the Indus- 
trial Disputes Tribunal between NALGO 
and county councils and county boroughs 
where awards were obtained which bene- 
fited the architect. The salaries and condi- 
tions of service of all architects employed 
by local authorities are governed by. 
Whitley councils upon which NALGO is 
represented and ABT is not—the Joint 
Negotiating Committee for Chief Officers 
of Local Authorities, if they are chief 
officers or on salaries of over £1,000 a year, 
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or, as to all others, by the National Joint 
Council for Local Authorities’ Administra- 
tive, Professional, Technical and Clerical 
Services. NALGO fills 23 out of 30 
seats on the latter. NALGO can speak 
on behalf of architects in both joint bodies, 
ABT has no voice. 


Mr. H. W. Selley stated that architects 
could not obtain recognition for their pro- 
fessional status “‘so long as they tied their 
negotiating machinery to that of the numerous 
clerks employed by local government,” and 
that the policy of NALGO did not allow for 
separate negotiation for professional staffs. 
It is the fact that the joint councils for local 
es staffs deal with all non-manual 
staffs, : 
NALGO has repeatedly used its influence in 
the National Joint Council to ensure that the 
views of professional bodies, such as the 
RIBA, are voiced when negotiations inside the 
Joint Council are proceeding, though the 
final negotiation is between the two sides of 
the Joint Council. 

Mr. Selley also refers to the scales of salaries 
negotiated for professional and technical 
staffs employed in the architectural, engineer- 
ing and surveying departments of regional 
hospital boards and seems to complain that 
NALGO claimed credit for them and pub- 
lished them in the Association’s journal 
“Public Service.” I should think so! The 
scales were negotiated in a committee of 
Professional and Technical Council B of 
the Whitley Council for the Health Services 
(Great Britain). ‘The Committee comprises 15 
members—seven appointed by NALGO 
(including the Chairman and Secretary), two 
by the Institute of Hospital Engineers and one 
each by six other organisations including 
ABT. NALGO therefore has seven members 
and ABT one. ABT is not represented at 
all on the Whitley Council. 

Mr. Selley further referred to the scales of 
the Joint Negotiating Committee for Chief 
Officers of Local Authorities issued on 
May 27, 1952, ranging from £1,015 to £2,000, 
and posed five questions. The answers to 
these are : 


(1) The ABT cannot negotiate with a 
local authority for architects, engineers and 
surveyors; their pay and conditions of 
service are already laid down by Whitley 
councils. 


(2) As regards the hospital board salary 
scales for architects, etc., NALGO was the 
main voice in the negotiations. Out of 
1§ representatives, it supplied seven (in- 
cluding the Chairman and Secretary) ; ABT 
supplied one only. 


(3) The A to I scales are operated 
throughout the country, with few excep- 
tions. 


(4) There are no members of ABT on 
the National Joint Council; there are 23 
NALGO members. ABT cannot, there- 
fore, negotiate. 

(5) The scheme of Conditions of Ser- 
vice commonly known as the Charter was 
negotiated in the National Joint Council 
on which NALGO has 23 seats out of 30 ; 
the balance of seven seats are filled by four 
se trade unions. ABT is not one of 
them. 


Architects in local government and the 
national health service will advance their 
interests best by unity with their colleagues in 
the services, and not by forming small and 
uninfluential groups outside the recognised 
negotiating machinery. 

J. E. N. Davis, 
Chief Organisation Officer, National 
and Local Government Officers’ 
Association. 
1, York-gate, Regents Park, NW:. 
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Architecture in Ireland 
A REVIEW of SOME CURRENT EXAMPLES 





























By ALAN HOPE, BArch 


T? find the trend in architectural 
design in Ireland is more difficult 
than to appreciate it in other countries. 
The perspective is more blurred because 
of the political changes that have caused 
the people in turn to suffer a foreign 
government, a foreign benevolence and, 
for only the past 30 years, a native govern- 
ment. But, as in other countries, archi- 
tectural trends are the influence of the 
work of outstanding men. The highly 
praised Custom House, the Four Courts 
and many buildings of the classical period 
in Ireland resulted from the work of a 
few men, like Gandon, who came from 
England, Cassells from Germany, and 
others such as Francis Johnstone who was 
native. The horizon was small and the 
trends then were as those of contemporary 
times in England. 
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DESIGN FOR CORK REGIONAL HOSPITAL. 


IRISH ARCHITECTURAL TRENDS 


, FRIAI, ARIBA, AMTPI 


With the political changes of this 
century and a native government came 
vaguely expressed hopes for a national 
architecture and a seeking back to medieval 
times and to early history for a truly Irish 
idiom. Decorative art could come from 
copied scraps of beautifully illustrated 
Irish manuscripts, and from them was 
often gained an inspiration for creative 
work. Where could architects find in- 
spiration for native Irish architecture ? 
There are round towers—dozens of them, 
and all are old, even though perhaps 
Danish in origin. ‘There are old ruins of 
monastries—fine ruins. It was inevitable 
that many well-meaning critics should 
look to these antiquities to be copied and 
thus express a truly native Irish archi- 
tecture. The basis for it was there, ready 
made. Where were the men? 
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NEW FORMS AND METHODS 


The one school of architecture has been 
growing for only 30 years, from a begin- 
ning with two students to the two hundred 
of to-day. Its first graduate is still one 
of the younger men of the profession! 
The establishment of the national school 
of architecture has inevitably ensured that 
the archaism looked for by the young 
enthusiastic nationalists must be still- 
born. It is naturally through the school 
that there has come some of the most un- 
settling effects of ever-quickening changes 
in architectural design—three thousand 
years in a crescendo of erratic develop- 
ment from Egyptian monoliths to cast- 
iron glass houses and then the ever- 
quickening pace of development through 
reinforced concrete to shell concrete and 
prestressed steel concrete! The excite- 
ment caused by new forms and new 
methods spreads through the schools. 


In a country with a population of 
three millions, a country with little 
industrial activity (although this is 
growing slowly under the encouragement 
of an Irish government) there are limited 
opportunities for building. 'The amount 
is growing but new forms of building and 
new methods of construction are just 
beginning to be seen. Improvement in 
design is already evident as the school- 


VINCENT KELLY, BArch, FRIAI, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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DUBLIN 


d architect is being more often 
ved, as it is slowly appreciated that, 
n other professions, a mind with 
il-training is likely to do more com- 
nt work than one without it. So 1s 
iism happily dying. 
the past 30 vears there has been 
ling of churches, houses, hospitals, 
ls and factories. One can search 
in most of these new buildings for 
sign of a pioneer who will show the 
1 of Irish architecture. I suppose 
oneer cannot be distinguished until 
raws level. nor seen clearly until he 
passed by. At present one can only 
that recent work is very much better 
sign than the earlier buildings of the 
i since 1920, and some few buildings 
favourable comparison with the best 


; 
id 


APPROACH 


vounger ar hitects 


1 CHANGING 


church design 
had little opportunity to show the 


ged approach to architectural design 
temporary church in Limerick shows 
first hint of clerical appreciation of a 
lern church with unchanging needs in 
anging world. 
riting of church art in 1903, an art 
invited all who wished to see the 
st stained glass in Europe to visit a 
Dublin suburb. 


day in Co. Offaly one can see the first 





THE BUILDER 


Ellirs 38% 


EERE m 
eh Cecci, aueEB! 


BUS STATION 


VICHAEL SCOTT, MRI 


major work of one who has been described 
to me as the foremost artist in stained glass 

Europe to-day. She is an Irishwoman 
who has recently completed the memorial 
window in Eton College Chapel. The 
trend in that art is clear 

Many hospitals have been built in the 
country in the past 20 years 
the earlier buildings shows great distinc- 
tion of design. A cancer hospital in 
Dublin now but half finished 
ready the wider influences from abroad, 
and that greater knowledge that will make 
it an outstanding example of hospital 


design 


she wS al- 


STANDARDS OF 


In the commercial world the 
the new industrialists who would notice 
anv difference between the work of an en- 
gineer and of an architect 1s small. Thus 
the number of factories built to the design 


number of 


of an architect can be counted on my fingers 
With the small knowledge among the pub- 
lic of the purpose of anarchitect it 1s not sur- 
prising that the number of buildings in the 
country from which to guess at a standard 
of achievement in architecture is equally 
small. In 30 years of building, one could 
select perhaps two or three churches, one 
or two schools, half-a-dozen houses and 
two or three factories. In England also, 
apart from the work of one or two men, 
the general standard of design during the 


same period was uniformly low until 


None of 


ACHIEVEMENT 


1RCOHITECT 


recently, as the school-trained architects 
have been commissioned 

\ triennial gold medal for excellence in 
architectural design was founded 20 vears 
ago and was first awarded in 1932. Since 
then two awards have been announced. 
Clearly the field has not been littered with 
outstanding buildings. I think a change 
has started. The change is sufficient to 
have shown the need for a magazine of 
architecture. "The new works are numer- 
ous enough to keep a good illustrated 
magazine alive for an annual appearance. 
and public interest is aroused 

There have been few public buildings 
but there are two of a high standard 
Collinstown Airport has 
known outside the country and is an 
important pointer. <A large office build- 
ing and bus terminus is just completed 
near the Custom House; it is a foil to 
Gandon’s building but it stands unfor- 
tunately as a lamentable piece of site 
planning. Its fine structure has been 
decorated with a distinction and elegance 
that is beyond reproach 

The generally competent standard of 
good design will grow quickly as trained 
architects are more often engaged \ 
genius may be near. He may produce 
the beginning of an Irish architectural 
stvle as distinct from English, as Swiss is 
from French and as French from German. 
I haven't recognised his work ; one can but 
watch and wait! 


become well- 
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Front elevation. 


HE site of this factory which was built for Messrs 
Aspros (Ireland), Ltd., at Inchicore, Dublin, 

is bounded on the south side by a trunk road, while 
a ring road is projected along the western side 
The town planning authority required that there 


FACTORY FOR should be no traffic approach from these two sides, 


and a building line of 160 ft. has been adopted. 


:" ASPROS (IRELAND), LTD. There is no main drainage. 


a eee 


, : x 
agg ee ta 
€fos'y aia i 
ty Nelibea 
ag i on 
7 aan : te ‘< 








bas ‘ INCHICORE. DUBLIN The functions of the building have been divided 
bey into working, administration and recreation areas 
ey vie Irchitect The goods entrance is on the north side and the staf! 
pase 1LAN HOPE, BArch, MRIAI, ARIBA, AMTPI entrance is on the west side. The recreation area 
, we a which includes a hall with a fully equipped stage, 
5 F ‘ a Quantity Sw ? kitchen and lavatories, can be sealed otf trom th | 
Oe BECKETT AND MI ILE rest of the factory and used for private functiot 
4 rp ecenn Riaigt od Three different forms of construction are use 
. = -¥ pee ae ee The north light roof to the factory is of shell concret 
i, 7 T. & ¢ ca 1MPTON. LTD supported by reinforced concrete columns. Wa 
panels between the columns consist of two skins ¢ : 
concrete block with a cavity between. The reu { 
Xe forced concrete frame of the office block supports 
my hollow-tile floor and roof. Walls are of solid co! 
i crete block, lined internally with 1-in. cork insulatio! 


Partitions are of concrete block and also of ste« 


The pitched roof over the recreation hall consists ‘ 
slates supported on steel trusses. Window fram 


RANEY AMR Ue UNoEX 








Interior view of canteen 
and (below) the ground- 
floor plan. 
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and north light glazing bars are of steel, the frames 
are sherardised and the glazing bars sheathed in lead. 

The building is warmed by steam passing through 
gill pipes in wall recesses, which are covered by 
metal grilles. The hot-water supply is obtained 
from a steam-heated calorifier The boiler house 
placed apart from the factory. 

In the factory area the roof is lined with fibre- 
board and painted - the floor is covered with asphalt 
tiles; and the walls are plastered and painted. 1 
entrance hall floors are of rubber tiles, while the 
staircase is finished in linoleum The recreation 
hall, which is to be used for dancing as well as a staff 


canteen, has a sprung, birch-board floor. The board- 


room, walls and floor are of mahogany. 

The general contractor was responsible for all sub- 
contractors. ‘The contract was for a lump sum and 
the total final cost, including site works and a sewage 
disposal plant, was tor {99,000 The buildings 
| Following is a 


ilone cost approximately £75,000. 


list of sub-contractors : 


Steelwork to towe r, boiler house, etc., handrail to circular 
urs, balustrading, J. and (¢ MeGloughlin ; heating 
\I Hall and Aa. Ltd electricians, (sallagher Bro e 





lrew of lounge shorving the spiral staircase. 


ift, G. Johnson ; shutters-fixing, E. G. Dwyer: rubber 
floors, The Irish Dunlop Co.; sewage disposal, Tuke 
and Bell; faience, Hathenware ; patent glazing, Glaslol 
Ltd. asphalt, South of Ireland Asphalte Co. : blind 

\ieGrath Bros.; Ruberoid, C. P. Glorney ; radiator covers. 
door mat trames, Thos Yockrell : woodblock flooring 


1. J. O’Hara and Co., Ltd. 


FACTORY FOR 
ASPROS (IRELAND), LTD 
INCHICORE, DUBLIN 











RARER IIS cox Ut 














CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE 


F. M. CORR & 


ROSARY, LIMERICK 


OLLOY 


W. H. D 


B 


Architects 
WeCORMICK, 


ley 


IND SON 





S 


14.RIBA 


rele Nima hie 








= 


Snes hee 4 


i 


7 
ftoest rT 
} et ae | ae 
} ae SL at; Ae ae 
+ + - +> > > + 
| 2 SO a RR 
jee tS BA Se 
A Ea a 
oo + + 5 nd . > 
Re A a a 
- + + ~ + + + 
| at | 
; es § 
5 I RS 
eskooknds 
} 0 oe a aS 
1 ae ee a oe 
$-—4+—4—_+- +4 
$—4—_ 4-444 
| a a a 
+ +++ -44 
oT 


THE BUILDER 





Co church is situated on a 14-acre site in a residential 
area of Limerick. It has a light steel frame, clad 
externally in weatherboarding. The steel framed inclined 
lattice girder roof from gable to gable was assembled on the 
ground and hoisted into position. ‘The roof is diagonally 
sheeted and finished in a green mineral grit felt. Internal 
walls are of hardboard while the sanctuary walls and 
ceiling are of polished oak plywood. The seating is 
moulded plywood 

The lifesize teak figure on the tower, the gilded plaque 
on the font, and baptistry gates are the work of sculpter 
The altar and altar furnishings were designed 
irchitects. The stained window in the 
is the work of Evie Hone. 
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: Phy Nurses’ home, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin. 
iat | 
ws i 
w 3 cy, eae —— 9 , : TOY " —— Pan) r ; 
ee € NURSES’ HOME, DUBLIN, and A BUS SHELTER, LUCAN 
bey 
Irchitect: VINCENT KELLY, BaArch, FRIAI, FRIBA 
UBLISHED here are views of the nurses’ home signed by Mr. Vincent Kelly, BArch, FRIAI, FRIBA. 
at the Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, The contractors for the latter scheme were Messrs. 
and a bus shelter at Lucan, both of which were de- J. and D. MclIlvenna of Dublin. 
di 
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The bus shelter, Lucan. 
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[wo views of the 

house and (below) 

vround- and first- 
floor plans. 


RAMSAY HOUSE, LONDONDERRY 


Irchitects 


F. M. CORR & W.H. D. McCORMICK 
14.RIBA 


STEWART 


HIS house was built for a young doctor, his wife and 
two children, and is situated on the outskirts of London- 
derry, overlooking Lough Foyle. 

Construction.—11-in. cavity concrete block walling, exter- 
nally roughcast and colour-washed ; stone gable to garage 
and varnished weather boarding. "T’.D.A. roof trusses with 
Ruberoid finish to low pitch. Low-pressure hot-water 
central heating. 

The accommodation is as shown on the plans and all rooms 


excepting kitchen and bathroom face south. 
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“LYNN HOUSE,” CREEVAGH., 
CO. LONDONDERRY 

Irchitec ] 

WH. D. McCORMICK, 

Dip Arch, MRIAI, ARIBA 


YOUNG farmer built this house as 


dower house for his mother on his 





farm It is situated six miles from London- 





derry, on sloping ground facing south It 





overlooks farm land and is backed on 


north by a plantation 


bat aad N 
It has 11-in. cavity concrete block walling. ctiaiaibiiaee 
which is rough cast, and the reinforced con- 


DINING KITCHENE 
ROOM 
= as 


i 


crete roof is insulated top and bottom 
asphalted. 
The house was designed to comply with 


Northern Ireland regulations 
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HOUSE AT DUNGARVAN, 
WATERFORD 
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CO. 


JOHN 
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Front elevation. 


Bien house has just been completed at Dungarvan, 

Co. Waterford, for Dr. M. K. Cusack. The 
site, which is surrounded by small conifers, slopes 
gently to the harbour and the south-west. It is built 
of cavity walls but the front elevation is faced in brick- 
work. The roof is a timber flat roof covered with 
Ruberoid. Windows are of wood casement type. 
The amount of bedroom accommodation required by 
the client was small and the architect recommended 
that the drawing-room be placed on the first floor to 
balance up the ground and first floor accommodation 
and to allow a view of the harbour over the trees 
The drawing-room has a large area of glass, looking on 
to the balcony on the south-west side, one window 
on the north-east affording a magnificent view of the 
Comeragh mountains. ‘The staircase of this house 
is of interest. Treads and risers are formed of oiled 
Columbian pine and the balustrade consists of a single 
strip of flat iron placed zigzag fashion up the stairs 
{1 surmounted by an oak handrail. The colour 
scheme of the hall and staircase is yellow walls, white 
woodwork, honey-coloured handrail and stair risers 
and deep blue carpet. ‘Il he drawing-room ts decorated 
in contrasting trellis wallpaper of exactly similar design 
in dark green and pale green; the woodwork to 
this room is white and the carpet is tomato red. 
Externally the windows are finished in white, fascia 


boards and soffit in grev and the doors in bright 
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“LYNN HOUSE,” CREEVAGH, 
CO. LONDONDERRY 


Irchitect 
W. H. D. McCORMICK, 
Dip Arch, MRIAI, ARIBA 


A YOUNG farmer built this house as 
f dower house for his mother on_ his 
farm. It is situated six miles from London- 
derry, on sloping ground facing south. It 
overlooks farm land and is backed on. the 
north by a plantation. 

It has 11-in. cavity concrete block walling. 
which is rough cast, and the reinforced con- 
crete roof ts insulated top and bottom and 
asphalted. 

The house was designed to comply with 
Northern Ireland regulations 
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from the south. 
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HOUSE AT DUNGARVAN, 
CO. WATERFORD 


' 
| Architects 
W. O. MORRISSEY and C. HARVEY FACOB, 
14.RIBA 
Builder 
JOHN TOBIN IND SONS 
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Front elevation. 


HIS house has just been completed at Dungarvan, 
Co. Waterford, for Dr. M. K. Cusack. The 
site, which is surrounded by small conifers, slopes 
gently to the harbour and the south-west. It is built 
of cavity walls but the front elevation is faced in brick- 
work. The a timber flat roof covered with 
Ruberoid. of 
The amount of bedroom accommodation required by 


roof is 


Windows are wood casement type. 


the client was small and the architect recommended 
that the drawing-room be placed on the first floor to 
balance up the ground and first floor accommodation 
and to allow a view of the harbour over the trees 
The drawing-room has a large area of glass, looking on 
to the balcony on the south-west side, one window 
on the north-east affording a magnificent view of the 
"The of this 


Treads and risers are formed of oiled 


Comeragh mountains. staircase house 


ot 


Columbian pine and the balustrade consists of a single 


interest 


1S 


of flat iron placed zigzag fashion up the stairs 
and oak The 


scheme of the hall and staircase is yellow walls, white 


surmounted by an handrail colour 
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View of main factory from north-east. Office wing ts on the left. : h 





eset NRRL 
5 —_ 
~~ 3 

















| t 
} 3 
a a 
t 
propesed turure e€xtencior. € 
Y 
4T INCHICORE I] 
a 4 as o ; 
——” a ee j 
Ps 
; ae 
Irchitect 2 ; nee 
VWICHAEL SCOTT, MRIAI ‘ 
~ 4 
f ons lting Eng nee ™N, 
VE N IRUP and PARTNERS . 
: 
, Resident Engineer =E=—- 
oyers GEORGE BAGNALI 
4h \ ! 
ey ab 
ates Builder ' 
* : 
eM i. and T. CRAMPTON, LTD i 
a = Foremar n ( hap : ‘ 
® % se KEY TO PLAN 
a ie VWICHAEL HANRATTY 
saa +i sas ! 14. MANAGER 28. SwarF Hovsi 
em | STO! 15. FOREMEN 24. OIL STORI 
it EMERGE) EN 17. First Aip 30, Fue Ow TANK 
: t. M RIGHTS AN 1S. CONFERENCE ROOM $1. Perrot TANK 
a MIAINTENANCI 10. CLOAKROOM 32. BorLer Hot 
, Pest I IES 20. DRYING Roo 33. COMPRESSORS s 
“A : d : 
y and lt Men’s ‘Tort 21. Heat TREATMENT 34. UNPACKING Bay é 
3 PRINT STOR} 22. SHOT BLAst1 35, CRANE BAY EXTENSION % . 
“. 8. M SAND PRODUCTION 23. PLATING AND POLISHING. 36. WASHING. & 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 24. SWITCH Room. 37. PAINTING : 
a! 11. Lapies’ ‘ToiLet 25. "TRANSFORMERS 38. CHASSIS TESTING. e 
. 12. LOBBY 26. Fuser Oi TANks. 39. GATE LoDG F 
. ryPists 27. SWARF BINs. 40, RAILWAY SIDING. FA 


tee 





seein 


Ee cre eres 


Ama AMAR sleet Ai 









1953 THE BUILDER 


Vain factory with 

office block on the 

right, looking to 

north-west. Below: 

Section through 

crane bay and lava- 
tory block. 


HIS factory for the Irish transport system known 
as Coras lompair Eireann was designed primarily 

for the production of bus and lorry chassis and parts. 
There are offices for administration, planning and 
production as well as accommodation for the manu- 
facturing processes and testing. A separate building 
has been erected on an adjacent site for the manufac- 
ture of precision tools for the factory, and the boiler 
house, compressor house, petrol, oil and water storage 
are placed along the irregular south boundary. For 
the main factory it was considered that an area of 
330 ft. by 150 ft. with only one central row of columns 
at 30 ft. centres would permit the desired flexibility in 
the layout of plant. The crane bay was placed on the 
east side so that it would run the full length of the 
main factory, be conveniently situated for the entrance 
and leave the west side free for future extension. 
Sections for specialised processes are placed at the 





north and south ends of the factory, where they have 
direct connection with the main production area. 
The testing building is placed near the entrance, as 
the chassis are driven from there on to the road. 

The building is steel framed, with steel roof trusses 
over the main factory area, and the walls are of 9-in. 
concrete blocks. ‘The internal walls are of 6-in. 
concrete blocks, and the office partitions are of 3-in. 
blocks. Floors generally are of concrete. It was 
stipulated by the Dublin Corporation that all structural 
steel stanchions were to be encased in concrete as 
protection against fire. 

The roofs over the main factory area are of corru- 
gated asbestos, with plaster board backed with alu- 
minium foil as insulation. Flat roofs are asphalted, 
with ceilings under flat concrete roof slabs lined with 
cork and plastered. The east side of the crane bay 
is finished with vertical patent glazing on a steel frame- 
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External walls of offices, cloakrooms and lava- 
tories have continuous steel windows extending from 


the plinth to the roof beam. The lower portions of the 
windows have panels faced with aluminium exter- 
nally. The walls of the offices are plastered, and in the 
lavatories floors and walls are finished in terrazzo. 
Floors in the offices are finished with linoleum. 
The entrance porch of the office block has a timber 
canopy with striated plywood soffit, and is supported 
on tubular metal columns. All exposed steelwork 
is painted white for maximum light reflection. Lava- 
tory doors are painted blue, emergency exit doors are 
red, office doors yellow and ordinary exit doors green. 
Externallydoors are painted the two shadesof green used 
on road and rail vehicles. Among the sub-contractors 
and suppliers were : 
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Crane bay from the sout! 
and (below) interior of 
main factory. 


Brick chimney construction, J. Rainey and Co., Belfast 
heating and water services, McCann, Ltd., Dublin 
structural steelwork suppliers, Irvine Chapman, Ltd 
Belfast, and Universal Steel Door and Engineering Co 
Ltd. : structural steelwork and roofing erectors, Dublir 
Erection Co., Ltd. ; travelling cranes, Vaughan Crane Co 
Ltd., England; counterbalanced door, Eclair Doors 
insulation, Gypsum Industries, Ltd.; terrazzo work 
Verso Brothers ; precast concrete facing slabs, Creteston« 
Ltd., Clondalkin; floor hardening, Evode Chemicals, 
Ltd.; patent glazing, Williams and Williams, Chester ; 
asbestos roofing, Asbestos Cement, Ltd. ; asphalt work, 
South of Ireland Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; window panels, 
Carthorn, Ltd., Dublin ; sanitary fittings, Davis King and 
Co.: fencing, Federated Engineers (Ireland), Ltd 
linoleum flooring, Pim Brothers ; and rainwater pipes, 


Vitreflex, Belfast. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BOARD'S 


VINCENT KELLY, BArch, FRIAI, FRIBA 


HE head office of the Electricity Supply Board is 
situated in a block of buildings bounded by 
Upper 


Lower Fitzwilliam-street on the west side, 


Mount-street on the south and East James’-street on 
relatively un- 


the east. East James’-street is a 


important thoroughfare linking Upper Mount-street 
and Lower Baggot-street. 

Nos. 55 to 62, Upper Mount-street and Nos. 13 to 
30, Lower Fitzwilliam-street, which were originally 
built as residences during the Georgian period, were 
progressively acquired and converted as offices as 
the Board’s activities rapidly progressed. 

Owing to the more rapid expansion during recent 
vears, actuated by the development of Rural Electrifi- 
cation, the necessity of providing additional and more 
up-to-date office accommodation became an urgent 


need. A survey of the existing converted Georgian 


houses revealed a wastage of usable floor area, 1.€ 
amounting 


a 
multiplicity of staircases, passages, et¢ 
to from 40 to 50 per cent. 

In order to preserve the existing fagades on the 
Lower Fitzwilliam-street and Upper Mount-street 
frontages. it was decided to erect a new multi-storeyec 
office block on the East James’-street frontage 

The contract, amounting to £238,608 for the new 
and ID 


| 


i 


building, has been placed with Messrs. J. 


HEAD OFFICE 


tf 


} } } “tee, 
i the proposed muiti-storeved office hlock 


BUILDING, DUBLIN 


Mellvenna of Dublin. The excavation of the site 


16 ft. below the street to rock level, 


to a depth of 
has commenced 

The new building, consisting of six floors over 
basement, is designed in reinforced concrete through- 
out Each of the floors will provide an office space 
exclusive of the staircase. 


The 
allocated to the 


amounting to 7,788 sq. ft 
blocks 


bee n 


lift and_= sanitary ground, first and 


second floors have accounts 


department. Hollerith machines on the ground floor 


will deal with the electricity accounts for the entire 


country The third, fourth and fifth floors, which 


have not vet been allocated, will be sub-divided into 


offices as required for the staff of the chief engineer. 


The entire building will be heated by low-pressure 


hot-water radiators fed from two 9,000 gal. each 


storage cylinders, electrically heated during the off- 
peak hours 
The following contracts have been placed to date 


Main MelIlvenna, 


heating sub-contractors, H. A 


contractors, J. and D 


thermal storage equipment, Bastian and 


radiator convectors, British Trane, Ltd 


Rve- Arc i 


London ; 
cvlinders, London, 


lifts, 


thermal storage 
passenger and_ service 


Dublin. 


Dublin ; 
O’ Neill, Ltd., Dublin: 
Allen, 


BCS: 
Wavgood-Otis, Ltd., 
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HOUSE AT WEXFORD 


Architects 


W. O. MORRISSEY and C. HARVEY 
JACOB, AA.RIBA 


HIS house at Wexford, for Mr. F. J. Butterworth, 
was erected by direct labour under the super- 
vision of Mr. Nicholas Butler, foreman carpenter. 
It is on a slope facing south-east towards Rosslare 
and the sea. The slope passed diagonally under the 
house and allowed space for the garage at basement 
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elevation. 


level under the northern end of the house. Construc- 
tion is of concrete block cavity walls, clay-tiled roof 
and wooden windows. ‘The southern gable is splayed 
slightly to improve the aspect of the living-room. 
The south-eastern wall of the living-room is com- 
pletely of glass and is stepped on plan to form a 
dining recess internally and a covered loggia externally. 
The entire fire-place wall of this room and the pier 
to the dining recess are finished in brick work inter- 
nally. ‘The only division between the hall and living- 
room is a range of two-way cupboards rising to a 
height of 7 ft. Above this level is a strip of clear 
glass and the ceiling runs through from one room to 
the other. Hot water and cooking is by Aga cooker. 
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GARDENER’S HOUSE, 
MOUNT STEWART, 
NEWTOWNARDS, 





Architects 


F. M. CORR & W. H. D. 
McCORMICK, AA.RIBA 


Builder 


A. EDGAR & SONS, LTD: 


View from the south-east. 


HIS house for a gardener was Castlereagh. The house is situ- It is constructed in 11-in. cavity 


built for the Marchioness ated in a walled garden, the north brick, external facings with a stone 
Dowager of Londonderry, DBE, wall of the house being part of the plinth. The reinforced concrete 


at Mount Stewart. a Georgian brick-faced stone-backed garde 


house, built by the first Lord wall. 


Ll AN 
GARDEN —— 


canereas 


cae 








Plan. 
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n roof is insulated top and bottom. 
Accommodation is shown on plan. 
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LIVING ROOM Te Cl 


30 GAROEN 


VILLAGE HALL, 
CLONMANY, 
CO. DONEGAL 


Architect 


F.M.CORR & W. H. D. McCORMICK, 
AA.RIBA 


HE problem in this case was to 
provide a hall to cater for films, 
dancing and stage productions, re- 
using roof trusses and laths and stone 
taken from a disused railway goods 
depot. 
The hall is situated at Clonmany 
village on the north coast of County 
Donegal 
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View from south- 
west. 


BUNGALOW AT BUNMORE EAST, 
CO. WATERFORD 


Architects 


W. O. MORRISSEY and C. HARVEY JACOB, 
AA.RIBA 


Builder 
W. FEWER 


HIS small bungalow has been erected at Bunmore 
East, Co. Waterford, for Miss A. Croker. 

It is built with external walls of 11-in. cavity construc- 
tion in concrete block plastered internally and exter- 
nally. The roof has normal timber construction, 
but is finished in boarding and two layers of Ruberoid 


eee ®&toe80om 
uO.) 


LIVING 





finished green. The eaves gutters of the roof are 
concealed and formed by fixing a large tilting fillet 
on the edge of the roof. The living-room bay window 
and porch are supported by cantilevering the ground- 
floor joists over a stone dwarf wall. This whole gable 
and window area is framed up in timber and faced 
above and below windows in oiled cedar shingles. 
The windows are of wood casement type. 'The 
kitchen is fitted out complete with built-in cupboards. 
with Warerite tops. Winter cooking and water heating 
is by Rayburn cooker, and summer cooking and 
water heating is by electricity. 'The kitchen, bathroom 
and w.c. are floored in Marley tiles, the hall is floored 
in oak and the remaining rooms in normal boarding. 
The cost of the house was approximately £2,800. 
The painting contractor was Mr. Valentine Kearney, 
the Quay, Waterford. 





December 11 1953 | 











Dece 












done 
large 
used ¢ 
been ¢ 
bricks 
local ; 
bricks 
using 
tition 


= 


fA 





December 11 1953 


THE BUILDER 


MATERIALS FOR HOUSING 
Better Prospects Forecast for Bricks and Cement 


CAUTIOUSLY optimistic forecast of 
the immediate future of the supply 
of basic materials for housing was given by 
Mr. J. D. Jones, of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, when he addressed 
a meeting ‘of the Housing Centre on 
December 1. 

Mr. STANLEY HEARDER, of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Employers, 
who presided, said the building industry had 
since the war used all the materials which 
had so far been obtained, and were looking 
forward to building more next year if they 
had more materials with the same labour 
force as was available to-day. 

Mr. Jones said the problem of building 
360,000 houses this year had been almost 
entirely that of materials. There had been 
rather too much of some materials and not 


enough of others, and by and large the 


materials problem was that of obtaining 
sufficient timber, bricks and cement. 

In this country we used about two-thirds 
of the output of bricks, but less than one- 
third of the cement we produced. It was 
a curious situation considering there now 
existed a peacetime economy. In wartime 
it was relatively simple to control supply by 
means of priorities, Now it was a much 
more delicate and complicated matter, 
because the Government did not control 
distribution of materials and the position as 
regards the supply of materials to houses 
under construction was governed by the 
normal commercial relationships. The chief 
problem this year and last had not been how 
to control distribution, but how-to influence 
demand for particular types of commodities. 

Steel was not a major problem, but most 
timber came from hard-currency countries 
and the question was how much softwood 
could the country afford to bring in. Once 
that had been decided, the less serious prob- 
lem was to allocate the kind of timber 
required for housing. 

Bricks were the traditional material for 
housing in this country, and here they had 
been facing a curious situation. In some 
ways the housing programme was based on 
the cement industry, which had been getting 
on very fast, while the brick industry was 
trying to return to its pre-war output. Out 
of 1,300 brickworks 900 were closed down 
during the war. In 1945 the output of the 
brick industry was only one-seventh of the 
pre-war figure. That had been one of the 
biggest problems of the Ministry during the 
past 18 months. It could not really be solved 
by importing bricks. The chief problem of 
getting bricks since the war had been to 
get the brick makers to understand that there 
was a stable building programme and that 
they need not worry much about there being 
a cut-back in demand, as happened before 
the war. 

Another complication was Flettons, which 
constituted about one-third of the output. 
Flettons were both cheap and good and 
everybody wanted them, so that this year 
there had not been enough to go round. To 
overcome this difficulty the Ministry had 
done two things. They had tried, and to a 
large extent succeeded, to get local bricks 
used as much as possible. The result had 
been a virtual elimination of stocks of local 
bricks. Secondly, the Ministry had asked 
local authorities to economise in the use of 
bricks. They had put forward the idea of 
using other materials for the inner skins, par- 
tition walls, etc., and the response had been 


very good. This year the consumption of 
concrete and clinker block had almost 
doubled. 

The cement industry was highly organised, 
Mr. Jones reminded his audience. It was 
now well above the pre-war level in output. 
It must be remembered that the cement indus- 
try exported quite a large proportion of its 
output and must continue to do so in order 
to keep oversea markets and get currency. 
Secondly, the industry had had to meet sub- 
stantial demands for defence purposes; such 
as the construction of aerodrome runways. 
Thirdly, this year’s floods had not only dam- 
aged some of the production of the industry, 
but some of the output had had to be 
diverted to rebuild the defences against 
floods. On the other hand, cement could 
be moved about, whereas it was much more 
difficult and costly to move bricks. Cement 
could also be stored, and it could be 
imported into this country, given the neces- 
sary ships. This year quite a lot of cement 
had been imported. 

As to the Jess important materials, of these 
the most important was, perhaps, cast iron 
piping. The problem here, however, was 
really solved, in fact it began to be solved 
about two years ago. The industry then set 
about the problem of increasing production 
with great energy and skill, with the result 
that to-day there was a great improvement 
in delivery dates for most of the larger size 
pipes and some of the smaller ones. 

Referring to the newer materials, Mr. 
Jones said we could not have got through 
this year in housing without the help of the 
non-traditional houses. Their contribution to 
the housing programme had been to lighten 
the demand for bricks. New materials were 
constantly being brought into use and new 
methods of using them. Many of these non- 
traditional materials had good qualities, 
such as excellent heat insulation. 

Looking to the future, Mr. Jones said it 
was always dangerous to attempt to forecast, 
but he thought he could safely say that now 
timber was free from control the builder was 
able to use his timber as price and efficiency 
dictated. The prospects for bricks and 
cement were better than they had been since 
1945. In the next two or three years the 
supply of the most important building 
materials was likely to be enough to do all 
that was wanted as far as the housing pro- 
gramme and the White Paper on housing 
were concerned. 

Mr. HEARDER said the building industry 
was still a little worried about the supply 
of bricks. They would not be happy until 
someone could persuade the brick manufac- 
turer to over-produce! As regards timber, 
his view was that any Government which 
really had housing at heart would spend 
a few extra dollars to obtain more timber 
and he was very glad timber was now freed. 

Asked if the Ministry was encouraging the 
use of stone for housing in the stone areas, 
Mr. Jones claimed that this was correct. 
The trouble was that the time and labour 
required for erecting stone houses were high. 
The use of stone was not a short-term contri- 
bution to the problem of supply of materials. 
He believed, however, that, taking a long- 
term view, it was very desirable for all sorts 
of reasons. One drawback was that the craft 
of stonemasonry was dying out. 

Mr. PoINTON TayYLor, an architect at the 
Ministry, stated that they had been told that 
the building industry was unlikely to get 
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much more output from the light-weight 
aggregate section of the concrete industry. 

Answering a further question, MR. JONES 
said the Ministry did not regard substitutes 
for cast iron pipes as unimportant. Provided 
the job was likely to be satisfactory the 
Ministry allowed the local authorities to use 
what materials they liked, and he thought 
a great many of the substitute materials had 
come to stay. 


RIBA CRICKET CLUB 
Annual Meeting and Dinner 


(THE Royal Institute of British Architects’ 
Cricket Club held its annual general 
meeting and dinner at the Architectural 
Association, 34 Bedford-square, on Novem- 
ber 20. It was a well attended meeting and 
by far the most successful dinner so far held. 
The meeting approved a formal constitu- 
tion for the club and Mr. P. W. Adams, 
FRIBA, was elected as the club’s new presi- 
dent, .in succession to the late Mr. C. H. 
James, RA, FRIBA, whose death occurred 
early in the year. Mr. Thomas E. Scott, 
CBE, FRIBA, and Mr. S. B. Caulfield, 
FRIBA, were elected vice-presidents, and 
Mr. E. O’Shaughnessy was elected an 
honorary member. 

Others officers of the club were re-elected 
as follows: Club captain, C. A. R. Norton; 
committee, D. S. Taylor, R. R. Fairbairn, 
B. S. Smyth and F. G. Cooper. B. S. 
Smyth was reappointed vice-captain and 
also honorary secretary and treasurer. Mr. 
W. W. Atkinson was appointed honorary 
auditor. 

Caps were awarded for the 1953 season 
to: C. A. R. Norton, B. S. Smyth, D. S. 
Taylor, J. K. Hawkes, P. Bynoe, J. G. Batty, 
R. R. Fairbairn, F. G. Cooper, G. R. 
Linfield, D. Le M. Brock, W. W. Atkinson 
and H. E. Francis. 

The club had quite a successful season. 
Five games were played and one game not 
played owing to rain; three games were won. 

The following six games are likely to be 
played again in the 1954 season—versus the 
Vitruvians, the Architectural Association, the 
London Master’ Builders’ Association, 
the Blue Circle Cricket Club, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, and a 
Club Cricket Conference XI. 

Mr. P. W. Adams presided at the dinner. 
Guests of the club included: Messrs. T. E. 
Scott, C. D. Spragg, E. L. Bird, H. J. W. 
Alexander, and C. S. Davies. 

The toast of “The Club” was proposed 
by the president, Mr. P. W. Adams, and 
was replied to by the vice-captain, Mr. B. S. 
Smyth. The toast of “The Guests” was 
proposed by Mr. R. R. Fairbairn and replied 
to by Mr. E. L. Bird. 


OBITUARY 


Arthur Eric Wiseman, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on December 1, of Mr. Arthur Eric 
Wiseman, FRIBA, a former member of the 
RIBA Council. He was 60. Mr. Wiseman 
was responsible for a number of buildings 
in the Chelmsford area, including garages, 
oon and showrooms, a private hall and 

ts. 


H. C. Sinnott, ARIBA 


WE RECORD with regret the death, which 
occurred at Teignmouth; Devon, on Novem- 
ber 28, of Mr. Herbert Cyril Sinnott, 
ARIBA, late Major, Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Houses for the Forces 


ON November 23 MR. NIGEL BIRCH, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 

istry of Defence, moved the second reading 
of the Armed Forces (Housing Loans) Bill. 
He explained that since the 1949 Act had 
been passed the number of married quarters 
built or under construction had been, for the 
Royal Navy 2,087, for the Army 7,017, and 
for the RAF 6,427. Of these 91 per cent. 
were under construction in England and 
Wales and nine per cent. in Scotland. Most 
of the money asked for would be used for 
the RAF, but the needs of the Navy would 
also be met. In the past the Navy had not 
had many married quarters, but under 
modern conditions this was working out 
unfairly. It was hoped to build between 
15,000 and 16,000 married quarters with the 
£35m. now requested. The Navy would get 
27 per cent.; the Army 13 per cent.; and the 
RAF 60 per cent. of the money. All the 
houses would have to fulfil the conditions 

the 1949 Act. 
“7 the course of a brief debate, Mr. 
SPARKS pointed out that £35m. was now 
asked for to build half the number of houses 
for which £40m. was originally voted four 
years ago.’ The House should be told why 
the cost of the dwellings had nearly doubled 
in that period. / 

Mr. Warp, Under Secretary for Air, said 
that the costs of houses must vary according 
to the site and the type of the contract. A 
three-bedroomed house of 1,220 sq. ft. for 
officers would cost about £2,600, a similar 
house of 1,500 sq. ft. for senior officers 
would cost about £3,100, and a_ three- 
bedroomed house of 900 sq. ft. for other 
ranks between £1.800 and £2,000. The cost 
of houses had not doubled. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Thefts of Lead 


On November 19, SIR WALDRON SMITHERS 
asked the Home Secretary if his attention 
had been called to the prevalence of lead 
stealing from churches and vacant houses 
within the Metropolitan Police area; and if 
he would take action to counter this and 
control the sale of stolen metals. 

Sir Davip MAXWELL FYyFe said that the 
answer to the first part of the question was: 
“Yes.” The answer to the second part was 
that the law already contained certain pro- 
visions for controlling the sale and purchase 
of old metals, and many offenders were 
brought to justice, but he was considering 
whether any amendment of the law would 
be practicable or desirable. 


Shortage of Bricks 

On November 24 Mr. Bow _gs asked the 
Minister of Works what were the causes of 
the serious shortage of bricks at Bedworth, 
Warwickshire: and what steps he was taking 
to remedy it. 

Sir Davip Ecc es said he was not aware 
of a serious shortage of bricks at Bedworth. 
The only complaint in recent months in this 
area was by the Urban District Council 
whose housing sites were now being reason- 
ably well supplied. 


Central Lobby, House of Commons 


On November 24 Mr. PARKER asked the 
Minister of Works whether St. Stephen’s 
Hall could be cleaned down to bring it to 
the same standard of cleanliness as now 
obtained in the Central Lobby. 

Mr. BeEvins, who replied, said he hoped 
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to clean the Hall when the scaffolding was in 
position for the restoration work on the main 
arches and ceiling. The restoration of 
external stonework at the Palace of West- 
minster must, however, be done first and it 
was unlikely that they would be able to start 
on the interior of St. Stephen’s Hall before 
1955. 


Making-up of Roads 


On November 24 Mr. Gower asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps he would take to enable local 
authorities to make up unmade roads which 
had remained in a dangerous or disagreeable 
condition since 1939, or earlier. 

Mr. MarpPLEs, who replied, said that the 
Minister realised the importance of this prob- 
lem and was allowing as much work as he 
could consistently with other demands on 
labour and materials. More work had been 
authorised this year than last for the making 
up of private streets, and he hoped that it 
would be possible to continue this progress. 


Installation of Bathrooms 


Ou November 24 Mr. WHEELDON asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether his regulations under the 
Housing Act, 1949, permitted a local 
authority to make an improvement grant to 
an owner-occupier who proposed to improve 
his property by the installation of a bath- 
room. 

Mr. MarPLEs said they did, provided that 
the statutory conditions and the prescribed 
standard as regarded structural condition and 
amenity were satisfied. The standard was 
laid down in a Circular issued in. 1949 and 
had remained unchanged ever since. The 
Minister was at present considering how it 
could be made less rigid in its operation. 


Town Development Schemes 


On November 24 Mr. GRAEME FINLAY 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what was the number of town 
development schemes which had been pro- 
moted under the Town Development Act. 
1952, and the total population to be re- 
housed thereby. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that a number of 
schemes were under discussion between local 
authorities. Three had reached the stage of 
submission of concrete proposals to his 
Department, and these made provision for 
the rehousing of 46,500 people. 


Requisitioned Property 


On November 24, SrR Davip MAXWELL 
FyFE, the Home Secretary, moved the 
approval of certain emergency regulations 
which it was necessary, he said, to continue 
for another year. There was a hard core 
of 30, the two main groups of which related 
to the acquisition of land and property and 
the control of industry. Questions of 
property tenure were apt to take a long time 
to settle, and the ordinary liquidation of 
emergency powers on this matter offered one 
of the difficult questions which faced the 
Government. Clearly, these powers could 
not be abruptly relinquished. The Govern- 
ment’s method of dealing with the matter 
was twofold. There was the giving up of 
requisitions wherever possible in favour of 
tenures more appropriate to peace-time con- 
ditions, and there was the need to determine 
how far legislation might be required before 
regulations could be dispensed with. 

When the Government took office, 3,358 
buildings, in addition to sites, were held on 
requisition by Government departments. 
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That number had been reduced to 2,174, a 
total which included 3m. sq. ft. of office 
space and 24m. sq. ft. of other space held 
by the Ministry of Works for storage, hostels 
and _ slaughter-houses. The Minister of 
Works was planning to lease, purchase or 
give up by the end of 1954 at least one half 
of the 1,700 properties for which he was 
responsible. 

There were aspects of land use and 
acquisition to be dealt with by legislation. 
Local authorities had more effective powers 
for the compulsory purchase of land than 
had the Government. Permanent powers, 
with proper safeguards, would be required 
by the Ministry of Works and the General 
Post Office. Matters would not be allowed 
to drift and it would be necessary soon to 
set a terminal date for the liquidation of 
requisitioning under war-time powers. 

Since the Government took office the rate 
for the release of requisitioned premises as 
homes for inadequately housed families had 
steadily increased. At 75,000 it was now 
20,000 fewer than in the peak period, and in 
the last quarter 1,900 had been released. 
But this rate was not fast enough. There 
were 125,000 families living in these 
premises and there was no quick or easy 
solution which would be fair as between 
Owners and occupiers and the Government 
and local authorities. There had to be con- 
sultations with local authorities before the 
Government could make their proposals. 
The Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment had recognised the urgency of this 
matter and consultations would continue. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Training for Building Industry 


On November 26, in reply to Mrs. Eirene 
White, the Home Secretary, Sir Davip 
MAXWELL FYFE, said arrangements had been 
made with the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council whereby the time spent by 
boys selected as suitable on a building trade 
course recognised by the Council in an 
approved school counted as part of the 
period of their apprenticeship in the building 
industry ‘after their release. The Prison Com- 
missioners had under consideration a report 
by this Council on the recognition of craft 
training in Borstal institutions for entry into 
the building industry. 


Building Repairs 


On November 26, Mr. GRIMOND asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer what effect 
the new proposals for the repair of houses 
would have on the amount of the national 
income estimated to be available for pro- 
ductive investment. 

Mr. MAUDLING, the Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury, said that productive invest- 
ment should be unaffected by these pro- 
posals. For several years now there had 
been a steady decline in the output of the 
building repair labour force. The new pro- 
posals should allow building repair resources 
to be used more fully and should lead to 
increased productivity. 

Building in Mining Areas 

On November 30 Mr. Harotp Davies 
asked the Minister of Fuel and Power to 
what extent effective collaboration was now 
taking place, as recommended by the Turner 
Committee, between structural engineers, his 
department and the National Coal Board, 
in order to establish a comprehensive build- 
ing code for coalmining areas. 


Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyp said that the 


National Coal Board, the Ministry of Works 
and the professional bodies were working to- 
gether and had much work in hand. For 
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results so far he would refer the hon. 
member to the report by the Institution of 
Structural Engineers in September, 1949, and 
of 2 committee of the Ministry of Works in 
September, “1951. 


Keusington Gardens 

On December 1 Mr. DuDLEY WILLIAMS 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
would make a further statement about the 
repoval and replacement of dangerous trees 
in Kensington Gardens. 

Sim Davin Eccies said that this was a 
melancholy operation which he _ wished 
could be postponed, but having taken a great 
de:| of expert advice he concluded that 
deiay would be dangerous: The removal of 
the old trees in the Broad Walk, Kensington 
Gardens, would start shortly, and new trees 
would be planted as soon afterwards as 
possible. Following the advice he had 
received he proposed to replace the elms with 
an inner line of scarlet oak (quercus coc- 
cizea), and an outer line of common beech 
(fegus sylvatica), with the light shaded 
variety of copper beech (fagus sylvatica 
cuprea) at the ends of the rows and wherever 
there were breaks in the lines. 


Kensington Palace 

On December 1 Mr. Percy Morris asked 
the Minister of Works why he was spending, 
approximately, £127,000 in adapting a house 
in Kensington Palace grounds, having regard 
to the urgent need for economy. 

VISCOUNTESS HINCHINGBROOKE asked the 
Minister if he would make a statement about 
recent expenditure at Kensington Palace. 

Sir Davip Eccles said he was not spend- 
ing £127,000 on adapting a house in Kensing- 
ton Palace grounds. The position was as 
follows :— 

Kensington Palace was of outstanding 
historic and architectural importance and the 
repair and restoration of the Palace, includ- 
ing the private residences, was a duty which 
must be carried out. Very heavy expendi- 
ture Was necessary because of war damage, 
and maintenance which was allowed to stand 
over during and since the war. 

The first step was to restore the State 
Apartments to public use in 1949. This cost 
£17,000. The next step was to accommodate 
the London Museum after His late Majesty 
King George VI had graciously granted to 
the London Museum the free use of about 
20,000 sq. ft. in Kensington Palace, thus 
saving public funds several thousand pounds 
a year in rent. The cost of this work was 
£50,000. 

A third item was the restoration and 
modernisation of other parts of the Palace. 
including a Grace and Favour apartment for 
the Duchess of Kent. Work was started in 
November, 1952, and £35,000 was provided 
in the Civil Estimates for Royal Palaces. 

Another important item was the provision 
of a new boiler house to serve the whole 
Palace, including the London Museum and 
State Rooms. This work was now under 
construction at an estimated cost of £42,000. 
Srick Deliveries 

On December 1 Mr. Gower asked the 
Minister of Works to what extent current 
»roduction of bricks and cement in south 
Wales was meeting the demands of the 
building industry. 

Sm Davin Ecctes said that while there 
were instances of delivery periods up to five 
months for bricks, the brick and cement 
requirements of the building industry in 
South Wales were in general being met. 
Further increases in production were expec- 
ted in 1954. 
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Football Stands 


On December 1 Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked 
the Minister of Works how many football 
clubs, which had stands and similar facilities 
for covered accommodation destroyed during 
the war by enemy action, had applied for 
building permits and been refused, 

Sm Davin Ecc ies said he regretted that 
it had been necessary to withhold licences 
to reinstate stands destroyed in the war in 
respect of five of the principal Association 
and Rugby Football Clubs. 


New Towns 


On December 1 Mr. BRAINneE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether, in order to simplify procedure, new 
town corporations could be authorised to pay 
agreed claims for loss of development value 
in all cases of acquisition of land whether 
by agreement or by compulsion. 

Mr. Marpies, who replied, said the 
Minister was afraid that this was not yet 
possible in all cases. Where land was 
acquired compulsorily and the compensation 
could not be settled by agreement, the basis 
of assessment remained fixed by the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, until that 
was amended. There were also some cases 
where the amount payable on the claim for 
loss of development value could not be deter- 
mined in advance of further legislation. But 
for the most part public authorities, includ- 
ing new town corporations, were free to 
pay the amount of the agreed claim relating 
we Pheg land in addition to the ‘existing use 
value. 


House Purchase 


On December 1 BRIGADIER TERENCE 
CLaRKE asked the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government if he would consider ways 
and means of making house ownership pos- 
sible for those who had not got the neces- 
sary capital to deposit, but had adequate 
income to repay the loan. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that local authorities 
had powers under the Housing Acts to make 
loans to persons wishing to acquire or build 
houses for their own occupation and also 
to guarantee loans made by building societies 
for the same purpose. Those powers were 
discretionary, but the Minister was 
endeavouring in consultation with the local 
authority associations and the Building 
Societies Association to make arrangements 
whereby these powers would be made more 
widely known and used. 


Sales of Council Houses 


- On December 1 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many loca] authorities had sold 
houses under the provisions of the Housing 
Act, 1952; and what was the number of 
houses sold up to the latest available date. 


Mr. MarPLES said that 103 local authori- 
ties had sold a total of 638 houses up to 
October 31, 1953. 


Improvement Grants 


On December 1 Mr. CHETWYND asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many applications had been made and 
approved for improvement grants under the 
Housing Act, 1949; and what was the value 
of the work approved. 

Mr. MarpPlLEs regretted he had no infor- 
mation about the number of applications, 
but to October 31 last grants had been 
approved for 5,547 houses. The value of 
the work was not available. 
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Blitzed Cities 


On December 1 Mr. Foor asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
when he would make a statement on the 
licences to be issued for reconstruction in 
bombed cities during 1954. 

Mr. MarPLEs said after January 1 appli- 
cations for building licences for all classes 
of buildings except housing were to be sent 
to the Regional Licensing Office of the 
Ministry of Works. The Minister expected 
that licences would be issued for war damage 
reconstruction as for other kinds of work, 
except in areas where the load on the build- 
ing industry appeared likely to become 
excessive. In those cases, as he said, a start- 
ing date procedure would have to be applied; 
but even in those areas he hoped that it 
would be possible to allow substantially 
more work on reconstruction in bombed 
cities than had been allowed in the past year. 


Properties Requisitioned 

On December 1 Mr. MARPLEs told Mr. 
GERALD WILLIAMS that the number of 
requisitioned properties used for emergency 
housing in England and Wales was now 
about 75,000. Some 15,000 had been released 
during the last three years. 


Welsh Power Station 


On December 1 Mr. LLEWELLYN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that the proposed 
building of a power station at the Leys, 
Glamorgan, would destroy Gileston, among 
the loveliest of Glamorgan villages; whether 
he was further aware that alternative sites 
were available in industrial Barry and Port 
Talbot; and whether he would at once con- 
sult with the Minister of Fue] and Power 
to prevent this building. 


Mr. MarPLEs, who replied, said he had 
heard that the electricity authority were 
looking into the possibilities of building a 
power station in the locality. But he under- 
stood they had not yet applied for deemed 
planning permission and he had no details 
of the proposal. 


Underground Garages 

In the House of Lords, on December 3, 
Lorp TEYNHAM called attention to traffic 
congestion and car parking in London. He 
said that a good deal of nonsense had been 
talked about the fabulous cost of building 
underground garages and car parks, and also 
about the destruction of amenities. The 
report of the Working Party on Car Parking 
in the Inner London Area suggested that in 
the first place four underground garages 
should be built. At 1951 prices those four 
garages would cost approximately 
£14 millions, but undoubtedly the cost to the 
Ministry of Transport could be reduced by 
a contribution from civil defence funds, 
because, of course, these underground 
garages would be extremely useful in war- 
time. The report went on to say that 
against the cost of providing these garages 
could be set the rental to be obtained from 
letting them to operators and the revenue 
from the proposed parking meters, which 
together would provide for only a very 
slight annual loss—in fact, the estimate in the 
report was about £15,000 per annum. What, 
therefore, were they waiting for? Under- 
ground garages could not, of course, be built 
in a short time. But the plans were now 
in existence and a start could be made very 
quickly. ‘ 

Lorp BLACKFoRD said that there were 
only two remedies for the present state of 
affairs in the City of London. One was to 
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make every. new developer include in his 
design a garage in the basement. That had 
not hitherto been.done, but it was only a 
partial solution. The other solution was the 
erection of multi-storey ‘garages above 
ground. While the City was so destroyed, 
now was the time for the City Corporation 
or the LCC, whoever was the final authority, 
to acquire sites for the erection of these 
multi-storey garages. 


He stated that it was deeply disappointing 
to see that local authorities sometimes did 
things to impede the improvement of traffic. 
He referred specially to the junction of 
Bruton-street with Bond-street, one of the 
worst cross-roads in the whole of the Metro- 
politan area. Here, the Germans had been 
kind enough to blow down two buildings at 
the corner on either side of the road. If 
ever there was a chance to broaden the 
streets at that point, there was the chance. 
Yet, incredibly enough, a new building had 
been put up on the west side of Bond-street, 
on the same building frontage as before, and 
an hotel was to be built on the other side 
of the road, not quite on the same frontage, 
but only arcaded 10 feet back. He supposed 
this was a free country and it might not be 
possible to prevent people from building an 
hotel where they wished to do so, but at 
least the borough surveyor could sacrifice 
some of his rateable value and take steps 
to set back the frontage so as to widen one 
of the sides of the worst place in the whole 
of the Metropolitan area. He saw there was 
talk about the rebuilding of the Berkeley 
Hotel by certain financiers. There, again, 
was an exceedingly crowded spot, and he 
hoped that if the hotel was rebuilt it would 
be set back at least 15 feet. Unless our 
borough surveyors and others looked years 
ahead, they would never solve this problem 
of traffic. The recommendations of the 
Working Party were excellent, but they 
would take a long time to implement and 
they would be costly. Legislation would be 
required to implement them, and it would 
be highly controversial. To make a car park 
under Berkeley .Square would mean the 
destruction of 50 or 60 trees, at least; 
aesthetic societies would be up against it, 
and to get it through would be a con- 
troversial business. Even when Berkeley 
Square had been made a desert, it would 
only solve about half the problem. 


The Eart OF BIRKENHEAD, Lord-in-Wait- 
ing, replying for the Government, said that, 
with regard to the building of the new hotel, 
the LCC had secured that there should be a 
car bay, so that cars with passengers should 
not have to wait for the main traffic stream 
in Conduit-street. Since the report of the 
Working Party had been published there had 
been a good deal of favourable comment, 
but also serious criticism of the effect the 
recommendations would have on_ the 
amenities of some of the London squares. 
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It was said that if these large car parks 
were built under the squares, undoubtedly 
several trees would have to be felled and 
others might be adversely affected at their 
roots. That would arouse _ considerable 
opposition in aesthetic circles. The Govern- 
ment fully appreciated the importance of 
tackling the present congestion in inner 
London. They were not in a state of 
lethargy. They were giving careful attention 
to all the points at issue and intended to 
= their.conclusions as soon as pos- 
sible. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 
Design for a House 


Q.—I would welcome your opinion on 
the following system of construction. I am 
proposing to build a small house of under 
1,000 sq. ft. The house is being designed 
to keep down cost as much as possible con- 
sistent with durability and appearance. This 
has naturally resulted in a simple square 
plan which has produced a rather “ boxy ” 
appearance. To help give the house more 
character, it has been suggested that the 
gable walls should be carried past the front 
and rear walls and the said front and rear 
walls clad with weatherboarding. This 
would result in a rather expensive job, and 
it has been suggested that 6-in. hollow clay 
or concrete blocks could be used for these 
walls in lieu of 11-in. cavity brickwork, and 
improve the appearance of the house, but 
we would welcome your comments as to 
durability and cost. H. GILCHRIST. 


P.S.—I should add that the concrete or 
clay blocks will only carry roof loads. Floor 
loads will be carried by the gable walls. 


A.—It is not clearly understood what is 
intended when it is stated that the “ gable 
walls might be carried past the front and 
rear walls.” This, however, does not, I feel, 
affect the real issue, that of the comparative 
merits of various forms of construction. 


Cavity wall construction is a positive 
means of ensuring that the internal walls 
of a building are kept dry and free from 
any effects of changes in the elements. This 
form of construction also provides for good 
thermal insulation, thus ensuring a more 
consistent temperature within the building 
than would a solid wall. 


The form of construction suggested would 
no doubt have similar properties (though I 
suggest its thermal properties may not be 
so efficient), but perhaps what is more 
important, its useful life is questionable, the 
timber involved being its weakest link. 
While it is true to say that we have in this 
country many fine examples of timber-clad 
houses that have stood the test of time, it 
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is very certain that they have required con- 
siderable maintenance to keep them in good 
condition. 

It is the cost of maintenance that must 
be the major consideration, for unless the 
timber be cedar or similar type it will be 
essential to treat the timber at frequent inter- 
vals either by painting or the application of 
wood preservatives. 


If the introduction of the weatherboarding 
is for the purpose of relieving the mass 
effect of brickwork, which in turn appears 
to give a box-like appearance to the pro- 
posed house as a whole, then I should like 
to offer alternative suggestions which you 
may like to consider. 


Tile hanging can enhance the appearance 
of a house considerably, and while it 5 
difficult to arrive at comparative cost in 
relation to your own suggestion, it is almost 
certain that, bearing in mind that mainte- 
nance cost on tile hanging is nil, the ultimate 
cost would be less. 


There are a number of ways in which 
this can be carried out, three of which 
suggest themselves to me as_ possible 
solutions. 


1. Walls built of brickwork in lime 
mortar in what is known as rat-trap bond. 
This form of wall requires only two-thirds 
the number of bricks normally required for 
a 9-in. wall. Here the tiles used for cloaking 
the walls are of the rib-less type and are 
fixed to the wall by nailing direct into the 
horizontal mortar joints. It will be noted 
that the bricks are laid on edge and thus 
the horizontal joints provide the correct 
gauge normally adopted for vertical tiling. 
See Fig. 1. 


2. The wall construction is as for direct 
nailing but with the addition of horizontal 
battens fixed to the wall. Again advantage 
is taken of the horizontal joints in the wall- 
ing being at the correct gauge. The tiles 
are then hung over the battens, using tiles 
with nibs and nailing them at every course. 
This method has the additional cost of 
battens, also the additional advantage of 
providing air space between tile and wall 
which would give greater thermal insula- 
tion. See Fig. 2. 


3. Using blocks of the type suggested 
as the walling material and tile hanging 
as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2. 


There is one further suggestion I should 
like to make if you still wish to retain 
the timber. It is to use what is known as 
“ship lap” in place of the suggested weather- 
boarding. This form of construction pro- 
vides a more positive seal from the elements, 
the edges of the boards cannot turn up, and 
therefore would eliminate the need for felt. 
It is generally considered that this form of 
boarding is more pleasing and certainly more 
efficient. See Fig. 3. H. O. D. 
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Concrete Mixes 


THE BUILDER 


and Proportions 


2.—The Economics of Mixing and Placing 
By RALPH E. BULLOCK, ARICS, AIArb 


HE first of these two articles* discussed the 
estimating of materials required for various 
specifications. This study is concerned with the 
economics of mixing and placing or, if it is 
preferred, with the labour and plant content 
of the total cost of concrete on the job. 


it will simplify the scope of these remarks 
if they are limited to small- or medium-sized 
building contracts in which mixing machines 
with a batch output of 7 cu. ft. are the largest 
likely to be used. 

it is the normal concern of a builder’s fore- 
man to place his concrete mixers in some 
central position which will keep barrow runs 
as short as possible and yet be in asuitable 
place for off-loading the aggregates. The fore- 
man will naturally employ a gang which is of 
just the right size to keep the mixer working 
continuously and avoid any hold-up in the 
constant flow of wet concrete, because plant 
lying idle is a capital wastage which adds to 
the cost of the job. 


NUMBER OF BARROWS 


It is obvious that the length of haul, that is 
the distance between mixing and placing, 
has some bearing on the number of barrows 
to be employed. The most economical 
number of barrowmen for a given size of 
mixer and length of haul is not quite so 
obvious, because it is possible to increase the 
output by adding an extra barrow and at the 
same time add to the cost per cu. yd. of placed 
concrete. 


An example of this is shown in Table VI, 
where the plant and labour cost per cu. yd. of 
concrete using a 7/5 mixer for a 30-yd. haul is 
15s. using two barrows but increases by about 
2s. per cu. yd. if either one barrow or three 
barrows are used. In the latter case the 
output would be greater, but the gang would be 
out of balance with the mixing routine, 
causing longer queuing at the mixer and 
resulting in increased costs. 


}° When a mixer is emptied, the contents of its 
* The Builder, December 4. 





drum will fill a number of barrows depending 
upon the size of the mixer as follows : 


Mixer Number of barrows 
O/T... oan sab oak 6 
WS xis ae due 4 
5/34 wa eee mae 3 
1 Se oa 2 


This allows approximately a 1} cu. ft. load 
for a standard 24 cu. ft. barrow. Generally 
speaking, for long hauls the full number of 
barrows shown should be used and for short 
or medium hauls half that number should be 
used. The economical number of barrows to 
use under normal site conditions with different 
mixers for various lengths of haul is shown in 
Table VII. As an illustration of the effect 
upon cost of the number of barrows employed 
a graph is shown in Fig. 3 for a 7/5 mixer. 


TYPE OF MIXER 


Assuming then that the economical number 
of barrows for the mixer and average haul is 
being employed, what would be the best size 
of mixer for a given job? 


It is roughly true of any mechanical plant 
that the cost per unit of work decreases with 
the size of the plant. Working against that 
truism is the fact that the larger the plant, the 
more costly is its transport to and from the 
site, and the greater is the cost and delay in 
operations when moving it about the site and 
the greater is the capital cost of its idle time. 
So the plant should be just large enough for 
the quantity of work it has to do. Provided 
the total quantity and regularity of work 
warrants it, it is cheaper to use the largest 
available machine. 


Table VIII shows the labour and plant 
costs of mixing and placing a cu. yd. of con- 
crete with various types of mixer. A study of 
this table shows that one of the most impor- 
tant economic factors is whether the mixer 
has a loading hopper or not. When it has a 
hopper, the aggregates can be measured and 
loaded into the machine while the previous 
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TABLE VI. 


PLACING COST FOR VARIOUS HAULS 
7/5 MIXER (NO HOPPER) PER YARD 














Haul Number of barrowmen 
in Range 
yards 4 3 2 1 
s &is a&ie €ia dt «: @ 
5 3-25.36 81 2 112 S 4 5 
10 7-25 MATS Sits ¢ 3 9 
20 17 21:6 RLM aL $ 2 il 
25 17 2] 16 6|14 8] 16 7 2 6 
30 17.2}; 1610; 15 0j17 8 2 8 
40 17 2; 1711)}1510|19 9 3 il 
50 17 2] 18 10) 16 7] 21 10 $3 
60 WF 2498 S11? 41423 3 6 6 
90 Wiiz2e_ patina 7ixz s 

















The lowest costs, indicating the most economical barrow 
team, are shown in bold numerals. 

Possible losses due to an unbalanced team are listed in the 
last column. 





batch is being mixed, thus saving significant 
minutes. (In practice the economic factor is 
frequently turned into a quality factor by 
decreasing the mixing time in hopperless 
mixers, but we are only concerned in this 
study with a comparison of methods for 
equally well mixed concrete.) The average dif- 
ference in costs due to lack of a loading hopper 
is more than double the difference in costs 
due to size alone. 


It should also be pointed out that Table VIII 
takes no account of the transport costs for 
the plant, nor the cost of moving it to different 
positions on the site. If it did, probably the 
7/5 hopper type mixer would show the greatest 
all-round economy. On sites where the length 
of haul varies considerably and the mixer is 
to be used alternately for mortar and concrete 
mixing, a 5/34 hopper type mixer with a 
three-barrow gang might show the greatest 
adaptability and economy. 


The smaller mixers listed in Table VIII 
result in higher concrete costs, but they have 
their place in building work. They can be left 
running without attention (all the costs in 
the table are based on a full gang with driver, 
loaders, barrowmen and placer) and the little 
3/2 machine, although it shows a high cost 
per cu. yd. of concrete, is useful in that it can 
be wheeled through a 2 ft. 6 in. doorway and 
used for mixing plaster or mortar on the spot. 

For those who wish to examine closely the 
evidence for any statements made, the follow- 
ing are the basic figures used in all the calcu- 
lations shown and these are followed by a 
detailed analysis of one typical case : 


. 


CAPITAL AND RUNNING COSTS PER HOUR 
(INCLUDING FUEL) 


s. d. 
10/7 hopper type mixer ... ~ 
7/5 a = ate 4 0 
oe ae Ss 2 9 
pp no hopper mixer _ 2 
eo i 9 
Mechanical barrow a & 
Labour rate oe 3 6° 
Differentials—driver 1 
Ganger asd pe ‘aaa aa 3 
GANG: with hopper type mixers—2 fillers, 1 driver, 
1 spreader. 
with hopperless mixers—1 filler, 1 driver, 1 
spreader. 
Add with all mixers the number of barrowmen 
shown. 


Nore 1: The labour rate (*) includes insurances and is 
rounded off slightly below the current standard rate 
to avoid the necessity for constant revision of the tables. 
Actual contemporary costs should therefore be a little 
higher than shown. 


Nore 2: A full mixing time of 2 minutes per batch 
has been allowed, although. with hopperless machines 
1 minute wet mixing is often found because the dry 
materials are well mixed during loading. Average times 
for wheeling, returning, loading, emptying, cleaning the 
drum, etc., are based on observation and con- 
sistently. 
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ANALYSIS OF CONCRETING WITH A 7/5 MIXER 
(NO HOPPER) USING 2 BARROWMEN FOR A 
25-YARD HAUL 


Return and clean drum after previous discharge 
Shovel approx. 64 cu. ft. sand and gravel into 
drum, cut cement bag and measure approx. 
1 cu. ft. of cement and tip into drum, anny 


Minutes 
.30 





dry materials... se 2.00 
Add water and mix a further 2 minutes 3 200 
Empty into 4 barrows at 0.25 minuteseach ... 1.00 

Minimum time for one batch cycle wae 
Add waiting time at mixer durin v.60 as 25 yard 

haul = — return at av. 

per min. des .84 
Dumping ... .20 

1.04 
Less loading 1 barrow during run .25 ins 
Time per batch 6.09 
Number of batches per hour 60 + 6.09 = 9.84 
Cubic yards per hour 0.186 x 9.84 1.83 
Deduct 25 per cent loss of output for "334 per 
cent. non-productive time _.... sé 46 
1.37 
ie 
Cost per hour—Mixer and fuel ... Zs 
5 Labourers at 3s. 6d. 17 6 
Extra for driver and ganger ... 4 
20 1 
Cost PER CUBIC YARD 20s. id. + 1.37 14s, 8d. 








(Note: With only 1 minute wet mixing, this figure 
would be 12s. 2d. which approximates fairly closely to the 
cost with a hopper type mixer.) 


MECHANICAL MOKE 


A number of mechanical barrows are now 
on the market as a direct result of post-war 
experiments carried out by the Building 
Research Station. 

Whenever I have met these versatile 
machines on a job the foreman has sworn by 
them (as only foremen can swear !) and there 
is no doubt that they will become increasingly 
popular. 

It is not the place here to discuss the relative 
merits of the different types available, but a 
few words on their use for transporting con- 
crete might be appreciated. The great advan- 
tage of a mechanised barrow for this purpose 
is that it will take a complete batch on each 
trip. In choosing a mechanical barrow see 
that it will take the full drum load for the type 
of mixer with which it will be used. Among 
other points to watch are ease of tipping and 
the height of the container which should be 
low enough for the drum to empty into the 
barrow without the necessity of mounting the 
mixer on staging. Should this necessity 
arise, however, rather than add to the diffi- 
culties of loading the mixer, it would be better 
to make a cutting in the ground on the dis- 
charge side for barrow runs. 


Table VIII shows the savings in cost by 
using a mechanical moke; they are consider- 


‘times indifferent. 
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TABLE VII 


NUMBER OF BARROWS FOR MINIMUM 











COST 
’ Mi ithout Hopper type 
mt | Meee | Mri 

yards 3/2 5/34 | 7/5 | 5/34 | 7/5 10/7 

5 1 1 1 2: kz 2 

10 1 1.520) 2 12 3 

20 1 1 2 st 2@ 13 

25 2 2.2 3:1 2G) 3 

30 z 3 20) 3 | 4G) 1] 3 
40 im 3 | 2) 3.146) 136) 
50 2 3 iz@® 3 |} 4@Gy) 6@) 
60 2 3 | 4() 3 | 403) |] 6G) 
90 2 3 | 4Q) 3 | 4(3) | 6(5) 























Figures, in brackets should be substituted when the 
machine is being used for one-bag mixes and is not, 
therefore, filled to its maximum working capacity. 

On all other occasions a larger or a smaller number of 
barrows would result in increased costs unless except 
tional site conditions are encountered. 





able: from 3s. to 6s. per cu. yd. for normal 
runs. The larger the concrete mixer the 
greater the savings. A study of the table 
reveals that very useful savings are made with 
the hopperless mixers size 7/5 or 5/34 in that 
they more than cancel out any increased costs 
due to the lack of a hopper. For those who 
are already using these mixers, the addition 
of one of the mechanical mokes seems highly 
desirable. They will tackle rough ground 
with ease and a few railway sleepers make 
adequate bridges for them over trenches. 


HOISTS 


Up to this point the emphasis has been on 
concrete deposited at ground level or below, 
which no doubt covers the bulk of concrete 
used. 

Where concreting occurs in upper floors, 
two sets of barrow runs are required, and it is 
advisable to site the concrete mixer as near to 
the hoist as possible and use more barrows 
than barrowmen. Special buckets can be 
fixed to hoists which receive the full drum 
load at ground level and discharge into barrows 
on the various floors. Similar buckets are 
used with tower cranes to eliminate barrows 
altogether. 


ORGANISATION 


On large or complicated concreting jobs 
the organisation is usually very good; it 
has to be. 

On small- and medium-sized jobs, concreting 
is sometimes looked upon as merely a matter 
of mixing the stuff and chucking it in. Organ- 
isation just grows: sometimes it is good, some- 
When it is bad, money is 
lost and no one knows quite where. 

Many points, other than those already 
discussed, have, of course, to be considered, 
such as: use of gauge boxes (or chalk marks) 
use of all-in aggregate, adoption of one-bag 














TABLE VIII 
PLACING COST FOR VARIOUS MIXERS 
Piant and Labour per cu. yd. of Haul in yards 
concrete 10 25 50 75 
USING HAND BARROWS 
(number shown in brackets): s. d. s. d a. :d. d 
= eh Mixer, hopper loading ... oof! ey 10.2 (> -i-¢ (6) 13 1 (6) 13 1 
. % i aa oot Ae. 20-8 (2) 12 3 (4) 12 8 (4) 12 8 
3 34 bes oct ae AF 1 in -33.-8 @ 13 8 @G) 13 8 
we Mixer without hopper Avs cool ao as. 3 (2) 14 8 (2) 16 7 = it 2 
5/34 ” ” ” ae wt CH 16:8 (>. <37.0 3) 37. 2 ) 37 wa 
3/2 ”» ” *» Sab veg Ep AFB (2) 18 6 (2) 18 6 (2) 18 6 
USING MECHANICAL BARROW 
ef Mixer hopper loading ; Sti ee | S$: 11 7 t4 
7/5 ” * ” » Alhe j ‘x i ae 10 3 
5/3 9 9 9 9 9 9 13 1 
iy Mixer without hopper 10 6 10 6 10 6 10 6 
134 - me « med he 12 11 12 11 a2 1) 12 11 
32 “ - “a a ae 16 2 16 2 16 2 16 2 
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mixes, Maintenance of plant to avoid break- 
down, one way traffic and unobstructed run- 
ways, proper distribution of heaps of aggre- 
gate and other supplies, absence of interrup- 
tion to any one section of the gang which 
might hold up remaining sections, and so on. 

It is worth emphasising again that the most 
important consideration of all should be given 
to the composition of the gang. This must 
be so balanced that no part of it is overworked 
while others stand and wait. Table VII should 
help in the original set up, but it pays to watch 
this point and be prepared to make changes to 
suit site conditions. Be very cautious, how- 
ever, about using a number of barrowmen no: 
shown in Table VII, because unless the numbe: 
is a simple fraction (such as 1, $ or sometimes 4) 
of the total number of barrows required per 
batch, excessive waiting is inevitable. There 
are many batches per day and a couple of 
minutes wasted by two or three men per batch, 
either behind or in front of the mixer, can soor 
add up to a staggering total. An unbalanced 
gang not only discourages the workers, it can 
double the plant and labour costs whatever 
size or type of mixer be used. 

On the cost of concrete, tenders are won. 


(Concluded) 


FURTHER EDUCATION 
An Appeal to Employers 


G PEAKING at a Birmingham conference 

of Midland industrialists and educa- 
tionists on December 4, SiR ARTHUR P. M. 
FLEMING (Associated Electrical Industries) 
and SiR HuGH CHANCE (Chance Brothers) 
made an appeal for more opportunities to 
be given to young employees to continue 
their education after the normal school- 
leaving age. 

The pertinent provisions of the 1918 
Education Act, it was stated, had not been 
generally implemented for reasons of 
national economy, and those in the 1944 
Act, which made day release for further 
education to the age of 18 compulsory for 
all, could not operate for a long time to 
come. Employers and Local Education 
Authorities, however, could do much in 
voluntary co-operation. 

Even small firms in combination could do 
what a number of larger concerns were 
already doing. Under such _ voluntary 
schemes the number of employees already 
receiving Part-time education in the day- 
time had risen from 42,000 in 1939 to 300,000 
in 1952, but a much greater effort was 
needed if the country was to earn its living 
in the highly competitive world of to-day and 
to-morrow. 

Many employers were aware of their 
responsibilities as regards technical educa- 
tion, but Sir Arthur Fleming said that the 
technologist should be allowed to develop 
as a whole man and not as a lop-sided 
specialist, and Sir Hugh Chance asked for 
consideration to be given to the educational 
needs of the great army of semi-skilled and 
unskilled workers. 

CLLR. Hewitt (Stoke-on-Trent) advocated 
day release from the employees’ standpoint, 
but described some of the difficulties of 
organising it in the pottery industry. 

CLLR. J. Woop, chairman, Birmingham 
Further Education Sub-Committee, said 


Birmingham now had over 3,500 students at 
six centres for day continuation studies. The 
largest and oldest was Bournville Day Con- 
tinuation College, founded in 1913, with a 
present attendance of over 1,800 students 
from 60 employers. 


Decemb 


LC 


HE 
of 
held at 
Sir Ric 
In his 
Richare 
of the 
the Op} 
commu 
of bul 
era an 
leges | 
trainin; 
so muc 
craftsn 
their : 
and bu 
the bi 
Afte 
prizes 
award 
the bi 
D. W. 
tecture 
studen 
A. & 
Cours 
studer 
Am 
sional 
studer 
follov 
Roya 
tion, 2 
Roys 
examin 
passes, 
Insti 
tion, 3 
cluding 
Insti 
tion, : 
Nati 
Diplor 
12 pa: 
= 
appliec 
Certifi 
Buil 
award: 
Lon 
medal 
Nat 
award 
Natio! 
Dec 
Plu 
award 
secon 
Lot 

24. 
Cit: 
Brick 
Shutt 
Maso 
ing, 
Mack 
Certi 
Quan 
cate | 


Ir 
RED 
cou 
the 
adv 
saic 
emy 
rese 
the 
wol 
Sch 
a « 
was 
as 
Re; 
we 
rel. 
col 





nce 
ica- 


ies) 
T'S) 

to 
lue 
o]- 


18 


Tre 
ry 
dy 
as 


as 
1g 
id 
an 
1e 
/p 


or 
al 
id 


t, 
of 


December 11 1953 


THE BUILDER 


ROUND THE BUILDING SCHOOLS 


LCC BRIXTON SCHOOL OF 
~ BUILDING 
Prize Distribution 


(HE annual prizegiving of Brixton School 

of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4, was 
held at County Hall on November 26, when 
Sir RICHARD Coppock distributed the prizes. 
In his address to the prize-winners Sir 
Richard emphasised the social importance 
of the work of the building industry and 
the opportunity it offered for service to the 
community. He referred to the resurgence 
of building apprenticeship in the post-war 
era and spoke of the part the technical col- 
leges played in connection with apprentice 
training. It was, he felt, unfortunate that 
so much of contemporary architecture offered 
craftsmen little opportunity of displaying 
their skills, and he appealed to designers 
and building owners to seek inspiration from 
the buildings of former times. 

After his address, Sir Richard distributed 
prizes to over 70 students, the principal 
awards being as follows: Uxbridge Medal for 
the best full-time student of the year to 
D. W. Bowes, Final Year Course in Archi- 
tecture; Sage Medallion to the best evening 
student of at least three years standing to 
A. L. Charlesworth, Advanced Building 
Course; LMBA Prize for the best apprentice 
student to R. J. Trickey. 

Among the awards from external profes- 
sional bodies and associations gained by 
students during the session 1952-53 were the 
following:— 

Royal Institute of British Architects: Final examina- 
tion, 25 passes: Intermediate examination, 12 passes. 

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors: Final 
examination, 36 passes; Intermediate examination, 2 
passes; First professional examination, 43 passes. _ 

Institution of Structural Engineers: Final examina- 
tion, 39 passes; Graduate examination, 24 passes (in- 
cluding exemptions to full-time students). d 

Institute of Builders: Licentiate Diploma examina- 
tion, 16 passes. fie : : 

National Diplomas in Building: Higher National 
Diploma, 14 passes; Ordinary National Diploma, 
12_ passes. ; i , 

National Certificates in Building (including those 
applied to structural engineering): Higher National 
Certificate, 63; Ordinary National Certificate, 78. [ 

Building Apprenticeship and Training Council 
awards: Scholarship, 1; Prizes, 8. ; 

London Master Builders’ Association awards: Silver 
medal, 2; Bronze medal,.1; Area prizes, 23. 

National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
awards: First prize of £25 to holder of Ordinary 
National Certificate, 1 eae 

Decorating and Painting Associations awards: 7. _ 

Plumbing Trades Central Apprenticeship Council 
awards (London): Grade I—first prize, 1; Grade II— 
second prize, 1. nee 

London Master Masons’ Examination: Pass awards, 
‘ 

24. 

City and Guilds of London Institute: Building crafts: 
Brickwork, Carpentry and Joinery, Formwork and 
Shuttering,. Handrailing and Stair Construction, 
Masonry, Painting and Decorating, Plastering, Plumb- 
ing, Sanitary and Domestic Engineering, Woodcutting 
Machinists: Final Certificate awards, 99; Intermediate 
Certificate awards, 108. Administration (Builders 
Quantities and Structural Engineering): Final Certifi- 
cate awards, 85; Intermediate Certificate awards, 48. 

In the principal’s report, Mr. D. A. G. 
Reip referred to the recognition of certain 
courses at the School for special grants under 
the scheme to encourage development of 
advanced technological study; this was, he 
said, a further indication of the shift of 
emphasis to the more advanced studies and 
research. He, paid tribute to the work of 
the staff and gave encouraging news of the 
work of the various departments of the 
School. The establishment of the award of 
a College Diploma in Surveying would, it 
was hoped, give vitality to surveying courses 
as a whole, and the Institute of Builders’ 
Registration and Exemption Scheme was 
welcomed as a first step towards a new 
relationship between the Institute and the 
colleges. On this last point Mr. Reid said 


that he believed the Institute held a key to 
the solution of most of the more intransigent 
problems connected with building and that, 
with the help of the colleges, this key could 
be brought into use while the search for 
another might waste many valuable years. 


SW ESSEX TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


Honours in Building Education 


At the annual prize and certificate distri- 
tion ceremony of the Department of 
Architecture and Building of the South-West 
Essex Technical College, Walthamstow, held 
on December 3, Mr. D. Winston Aldred, 
FRIBA, FRICS, AMIStructE, head of the 
department, announced that for the second 
time in two years a full-time student of the 
department had been awarded the Bayliss 
prize of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Following upon Mr. Bregosz’s award of 
this honour in 1952, this year Mr. W. J. 
Chodzko-Zajko, a full-time structural and 
civil engineering student of the department, 
has received this distinguished award. 

A further distinction had been gained by 
Mr. M. J. Puller who, in completing the 
four-year full-time course in the department, 
has passed both the final (Associate-Mem- 
bership) examination of the Institution of 
Structural Engineers and both parts of the 
final examination of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. Mr. Puller, at the time of pass- 
ing both these final examinations, was still 
only 21 years of age. 

Mr. C. F. Bonnett, a part-time student, 
has been awarded the special prize given 
by the City Livery Club for outstanding 
suecess in the City and Guilds of London 
Institute’s final in structural engineering. 

The prizes and certificates were presented 
by Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, past- 
present of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, who gave an inspiring address 
to the large gathering. 








DESIGN FOR A BADGE. The 
winning design, submitted by R. T. 
Smith, a fifth-year art student, in 
the competition for a badge organised 
by the Students’ Committee of the 
Brixton School of Building. The com- 
petition created much interest and a 
large entry was received. The judges 
were Messrs. D. A. G. Reid, A. N. 
Goddard and F. H. Hatcher, of the 
staff, and five students, one from each 
faculty. 
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THE HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL 
Students’ Exhibition 


N exhibition of students’ work was 

opened at the Hammersmith School 

of Building and Arts and Crafts, Lime-grove, 

Shepherd’s Bush, W12, by Gordon Russell, 
CBE, MC, RDI, on December 8. 

Students of architecture, quantity survey- 
ing, structural engineering and the profes- 
sional branches of building are displaying 
many excellent examples of their work in the 
corridors and in their own studios and lecture 
rooms. The department of building trades 
is exhibiting work carried out by trade 
students of brickwork, masonry, plumbing, 
carpentry and joinery, machine woodwork 
and plastering. The Department of Art is 
presenting in its studios and workrooms 
displays of drawing and painting, sculpture, 
modelling, pottery, interior design, fabric 
printing, dress design and cabinet making. 

The exhibition gives a valuable insight into 
the work and skills involved in the design, 
erection and furnishing of buildings, 
together with an indication of the require- 
ments and opportunities of careers in those 
fields. At one point of the exhibition a 
system of lights shows the way to a series 
of illuminated displays, arranged in such 
Manner as to integrate the work of the 
school’s various departments. Efforts have 
been made by the school to overcome some 
of the disadvantages of modern specialised 
education, and to broaden the vision of its: 
students by giving them understanding of 
their mutual aims and problems so that they 
can collaborate more fully in later life. 

A high standard of technique has been 
achieved by the students, and humour has 
been employed in the displays, particularly 
in the field of quantity surveying, which helps 
to make the exhibition vital and interesting. 
The exhibition is open until December 16. 


THANET SCHOOL OF ARTS 
AND CRAFTS 
Annual Prize-giving 


AN attack on modern austerity in building 
design was made by Sir RICHARD 
Coppock, CBE, general secretary of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, when he spoke at the annual 
prize-giving of the Department of Building 
of Thanet School of Art, recently. 
Sir Richard forecast that the day would 


. come when the country would depart from 


austerity. “We must have something to 
spare for the artistic side of the industry. 
We must make some mark in our time on 
the history of architecture,” he said. 

; Speaking of apprenticeship in the build- 
ing industry, Sir Richard praised the spirit 
of the employers, particularly those in 
southern England, in helping it forward. 
“The support from employers and the 
education authorities has put a real ‘kick’ 
into apprenticeship,” he said. 

Sir Richard said he would like to see men 
taking over managerial responsibility at 25 
or so instead of 45. He suggested that 
would eliminate practices which retarded 
progress, because “ you have a tendency to 
become ‘set’ at 45 to 50 and don’t want 
to change much when you get in a com- 
fortable position.” 

In his report, Mr. A. Moopy, principal of 
the school, said that 27 of the 32 candidates 
in City and Guilds of London examinations 
had been successful, and in addition eight 
students, using the facilities of the depart- 
ment as external candidates, also passed their 
examinations, 
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MANAGEMENT IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


A Paper by Mr. D. 


(THE pressing need for a comprehensive 
study of management in the building 
industry, covering the whole field of man- 
agement needs and techniques from initial 
design to completion of a project, but com- 
pletely divorced from the purely technical 
aspects of building, was emphasised by Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, when he gave 
a lecture on “ Management in the Building 
Industry” at the Building Exhibition, 
Olympia, on November 20. Sir Charles 
Mole, KBE, MVO, Director-General of 
Works, Ministry of Works, was in the chair. 
Mr. WOopDBINE PARISH defined the build- 
ing industry as all those sections or groups 
that contribute to meeting the building 
and building maintenance needs of the 
community: in particular the design group 
comprising the architect and _ specialist 
consultant; the building production group 
consisting of the master builder, the contrac- 
tor and the specialist sub-contractor; the 
technical accounting group represented by 
the quantity surveyors; the building 
materials manufacturing and _ distributing 
groups; and the public utility groups, all of 
which were collectively concerned with ful- 
filling the building needs of the community. 
He defined management as the whole range 
of functions which were brought to bear upon 
solving the problems encountered in trans- 
lating building needs into productive action 
—functions involving all those who wholly 
or partially promote productive action at 
second hand by directing the work of others. 
He continued:— 

““Management covers a very wide range 
from senior top-line executives to the junior 
supervisory grades, and it is found, or should 
be found, in every section of the industry 
—in design, in production and in manufac- 
ture and distribution—all those parts that 
go to make up this huge complex industry. 

“One must understand the anatomy of 
the industry to appreciate the vast inter- 
related and inter-dependent pattern of the 
management function, yet if one analyses 
this function carefully one will discover 
common principles underlying all manage- 
ment, irrespective of the sectional interest 
or the degree of responsibility of the indi- 
vidual taking part in it. 
dustry, and for that matter most industries, 
particularly those industries comprised of 
small units, appear to lack an awareness 
or are completely ignorant of the import- 
ance of defining a management policy and 
detailing a procedure to give effect to such 
a policy. There seems to be no general 
inclination whatsoever to accept or to under- 
stand fully the basic principles of manage- 
ment and their application to systematic or- 
ganisation and administration. Yet the art 
of conducting systems of human _ co- 
operation is age old, particularly so far as 
the building industry is concerned, for it 
must have been in existence long before the 
building of the Pyramids, and has continued 
in one form or another down to more recent 
projects such as the construction of Mulberry 
Harbours.” 


Groups of ‘“ Management” 


Management in the building industry 
could be sub-divided very roughly into eight 
main groups; design management, produc- 
tion management, financial management, 
personnel management, office management, 
purchasing management, development man- 
agement and general management. 


The building in-— 


E. Woodbine Parish 


Design management was largely but not 
wholly the function of the architect and his 
technical consultants, and covered the 
mechanics by which a building owner’s re- 
quirements were translated into drawings 
and specifications. 

Production management was largely the 
responsibility of the builder translating 
drawings and specifications into active 
assembly and included the programming and 
processing of work by the co-ordination of 
man-power, material and plant, but the 
architect also had some part in this function. 

Financial management was a matter which 
primarily concerned the building owner and 
the builder through the agency of the archi- 
tect and the quantity surveyor, and under- 
lined the importance of the combined and 
plural responsibilities of the various parties 
to each other. There were also, of course, 
the sub-contractors and merchants who came 
within these two managerial functions. 

The personnel management function 
directly and indirectly affected all sections 
from the small private practice architect or 
builder to the large professional and indus- 
trial undertakings involved in major pro- 
jects in this country and overseas. It was 
concerned with all those things which had 
an impact upon human relationships in the 
widest sense and which ensured good morale 
through intelligent and enlightened leader- 
ship. 

Office management again directly involved 
all sections and covered the whole range of 
administrative matters which contribute to 
the smooth running of building work. 

Purchasing management was also a joint 
function and responsibility of the architect 
in the matter of selection, the builder so far 
as ordering and terms of payment were con- 
cerned, and on occasion the surveyor in 
checking and accounting. 

Development management was of the 
greatest importance and covered such 
matters as training the new entrant to in- 
dustry, absorbing the results of technical 
research and putting them to gainful use, 
and the continuing process of introducing 
new techniques and methods by careful work, 
study and application. 

General management had the unifying 
responsibility of seeing that all the other 
management functions were inter-related, 
worked satisfactorily and were complemen- 
tary one to another. 

“To improve the standard of management 
of the industry a start must be made at the 
top; there must be boldness, vigour and 
integrity of purpose, but above all there 
must be a willingness to accept change. It 
may well be that we shall not see the full 
effects of any action that we may now take 
for five or even twenty-five years, but a 
start must be made upon a comprehensive 
study of management, and we must see that 
we bring the results of our studies into 
practical use with all dispatch. Nobody 
designs slums; buildings become slums 
because they are not properly maintained 
or become outmoded; some of our outmoded 
ideas might be called mental slums which 
now need to be scrapped and replaced. 


Code of Management Practice 


“The whole management of building as it 
is to-day must be translated from a some- 
what haphazard form into a clearly defined 
form by introducing a Code of Management 
Practice, similar to the Highway Code which 
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aims to establish orderly conduct upon the 
roads. We do not want to see our manage- 
ment system operating like the dodgem cirs 
at a fair which invariably spend their time 
in head-on collisions.. What we need is an 
ordered and clearly defined and accepted 
formula in our methods of management. 


“ At the present time the building indus:ry 
is unfortunately bedevilled by the over-tones 
of social status and by an unhappy lack of 
frank and detailed liaison on fundamenial 
matters. These are matters of the mind and 


‘spirit for those at top level to resolve, and 


it will need courage and determination to 
see the future clearly and to bring about a 
change. They are largely imponderables 
needing better understanding and wiser 
management. 


“There are no short cuts: it is a complex 
problem requiring a long-term plan. We 
must re-think and plan the future through 
the media of study, research and education, 
and particularly study and education in 
management techniques. 


“Those who are already in the industry 
must see that the -accumulated knowledge 
and current experience is distilled into a 
simple Code of Management Practice, which 
can, to advantage, be improved by the cross- 
fertilisation of experience and ideas from 
other industries and walks of life. 


Education the Key 


“We all know in our hearts that there is a 
need for a better spirit and understanding 
in industry, and improved education is the 
key to it. It is a matter of regret that the 
building industry, unlike other industries, 
carefully divides its education into airtight 
and watertight compartments. There seems 
to be no common theme of common purpose 
between the narrow activities of education- 
alists and examiners so far as architecture, 
surveying and building management are con- 
cerned. Yet they are all complementary 
functions one to the other. 


“T venture to suggest that we are only on 
the threshold of understanding the real 
problems of management, and the important 
part that they play in the conduct of our 
day-to-day affairs. I take up Mr. Mac- 
millan’s challenge when he opened this 
Exhibition and appealed for greater 
efficiency in the industry. I feel that we can 
improve the organisation of our industry and 
increase productivity. Let us realise that it 
is not a dream. But let us all understand 
how great the task is and how many are 
the opportunities that lie ahead.” 


SiR CHARLES MOLE thanked Mr. Woodbine 
Parish for his address which, he said, was 
one of idealism, but it would be very helpful! 
to have a code laid down. A point which 
occurred to him was that management might 
be as good as you liked, but you could not 
manage anything unless it had been properly 
prepared from the commencement. Often 
jobs were started too early. 

Mr. Woodbine Parish said: “ The question 
of not starting jobs before they are planned 
illustrates most admirably that the architect 
is part of the management function: the 
starting of a job before the planning is 
ready is bad management.” 

Mr. YEoMANS: “I would like to ask Mr. 
Woodbine Parish whether he has in _ his 
mind the formation of a study group to deal 
with management in the building industry, 
roping in our friends the British Institute 
of Management and also various representa- 
tives of the individual sections of manage- 
ment outlined in his paper. It seems to me 
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that builders will not get very far without 
a good deal of co-operation and goodwill 
from the other sections of the industry.” 

Mr. Woodbine Parish: “ I believe that these 
things happen by people of a like mind 
from various sections of the industry getting 
together, initially quite informally. There 
are one or two groups already in existence 
wio are considering these problems and see- 
in; whether they can get new ideas brought 
ip'o the ambit of actuality.” 

Dealing with a question from Mr. Hart- 


THE BUILDER 


FORD, Mr. Woodbine Parish expressed keen 
interest in an experiment by the London 
County Council in bringing a builder into 
the planning team at the sketch-design stage. 
On a topic suggested by another speaker he 
said that in the future we might well see a 
coming together of the professional builder, 
the professional architect and the profes- 
sional surveyor; this might arise from a 
different approach to education in which the 
Universities had a great part to play by 
developing appropriate studies and research. 





SPECIALISTS AND SUB-CONTRACTORS 


resident on the Need for Changes in Contracting Procedure 


'=\HE need for changes in contracting pro- 
cedure, if the specialists and sub- 
co. tractors were to’ play their full part in 
the great volume of building work that lay 
be ore the building industry as a result of 
12-ent Government decisions, was emphasised 
by Mr. F. Woopcock, president of the 
} ederation of Associations of Specialists and 
©b-contractors, at the Federation’s annual 
i: cheon, held in London on December 3. 
David Eccles, Minister of Works, was 

- Federation’s chief guest. 

Mr. Woodcock, who was proposing the 
joist of “ Her Majesty’s Government,” said: 

‘he fulfilment of the Government’s pledge 
t. build houses at the yearly rate of 300,000 
is a triumph, not only for Mr. Macmillan’s 
sii/ful guidance of the programme, but for 
the Ministry of Works, and I have no hesita- 
tion in saying, for the Minister of Works 
himself, in providing the building materials 
without which that programme must have 
remained, as so many others have before it, 
a paper programme only.” 

We had not yet time to relax our efforts 
with a new programme before us of recon- 
ditioning and salvaging sub-standard housing, 
the president continued. However, with 
building material costs tending to fall and 
with the Government’s intention of tackling 
the disincentive of rent restriction, we should 
have fair hopes of success —and also in 
reducing building costs. 


Stake in the Industry 


“1 do not think it is outside the scope 
of my own speech to call attention to the 
stake which we have collectively in the 
industry,” Mr. Woodcock continued, “ There 
have been varying estimates.of the amount 
of non-housing construction which is carried 
out — and, I would emphasise, to a large 
extent financed —by the members of our 
Associations. It is probably impossible to 
produce any exact figures, but there seems 
to be general agreement on a figure in the 
neighbourhood of 60 to 70 per cent. of the 
value of any building contract of that nature. 
There has been added within the last weeks 
in estimate which may have surprised a 
number of those here to-day—namely the 
calculation in the Second Report on Produc- 
ivity in House-Building that 25 per cent. of 
he work on housing contracts is carried out 
bv specialist sub-contractors at an economy 
of expenditure of man-hours of at least 
between 15 to 20 per cent. : 

“We can make an even greater contri- 


‘bution, I am-sure, to the new programme 


for the rehabilitation of sub-standard hous- 
ing which is almost invariably deficient in 
the services which we instal; it is upon our 
shoulders that a great deal of the burden of 
the new programme should and will rest. If, 
however, we are to add to the reduction of 


building costs that results from our being 
employed a reduction in the prices we quote, 
there are changes that must be made. We 
urgently need relief from the burden of the 
retention money system as at present opera- 
ted. If there are cogent reasons why the 
system itself must be retained, then I still 
think that its disadvantages can be mitigated. 
The Ministry of Works has given a lead in 
reducing the proportion of money retained 
on each contract. I hope that Sir David 
Eccles will further use his influence to see 
that this lead is followed by other Depart- 
ments and in the private sector of the 
industry. Moreover, I am convinced that 
many of the difficulties we at present labour 
under in this matter would either disappear 
or become of minor importance if there 
were a more punctilious observance by all 
parties of their obligations under existing 
contractual conditions. It has rightly been 
pointed out that, if a building owner and 
his architect take counsel before the work 
is started to prepare their plans in detail, 
the slightly longer time spent in preparation 
will be recovered at a later stage. I believe 
that if, without altering the present system, 
architect, surveyor, building contractor and 
sub-contractor alike fully and promptly 
fulfil the obligations placed upon them, we 
shall have fewer token payments, fewer 
decisions deferred and, in the end, fewer 
disputes and fewer delays. Again I would 
ask Departments to take the lead in this 
direction and to use their influence to see 
that that lead is followed. 


Demand for Recognition 


“I do not, however, wish to imply that 
I think the existing contracting procedure 
and contractual documents are perfect. They 
are not. For one thing, we cannot go on 
bearing the share of the Government’s build- 
ing programmes which we do if our right 
to payment is still to be at the hazard of 
a main contractor’s bankruptcy, as it is at 
present. For another, as specialists working 
directly for building owners, we cannot be 
tied to the contracting procedure on which 
we have not been allowed to speak. These 
last two points are matters which we have 
not been allowed to discuss on an equal 
footing with other sections of the industry. 
In the last resort they are being decided 
upon by bodies from membership of which 
we are debarred and which, in consequence, 
have no practical understanding of the 
specialist side of the industry. Recognition 
as the collective voice of specialist and sub- 
contracting firms is something we cannot 
forgo, even temporarily, for the sake of 
expediency. I know, of course, these diffi- 
culties were not made by Her Majesty’s 
Ministers; but their programmes require for 
their fulfilment that all sections of the 
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» saad should be working to a common 
end. 

“Let us be clear. Ministers will have our 
loyal support and our united efforts behind 
them in carrying through those programmes 
whether or not Sir David tells me to-day 
that he can do nothing to ease our position. 
I had always thought, though, that every 
Government took considerable credit for 
tackling difficulties made by others; and I 
am sure Sir David will want the industry 
to be as efficient as possible in helping Mr. 
Macmillan and himself in the great social 
task before them. That cannot be so if the 
position with regard to contractual procedure 
and to the documents in which that pro- 
cedure is embodied is steadily, as in my 
opinion it is, disintegrating and deteriorating. 
Nevertheless, I would like to assure you 
that, once our position is accepted, our 
Federation will not stand on its dignity 
unnecessarily. Directly we are convinced 
that there is good will on the other side 
and a real attempt to tackle the difficulties 
to which we have pointed, there is no invita- 
tion to co-operate in their solution that we 
shall refuse.” 


Minister’s Views 

Sm Davin Eccies, who replied, said that 
the building industry had really done extra- 
ordinarily well in the last two years, and 
he was fairly confident that this year its 
expansion would be in the order of 8 per 
cent., which would be better than that of 
any other industry. 

He thought that the co-operation between 
the practical men in the industry and his 
Ministry’s officials was “pretty good.” It 
was their policy, of course, to get rid of 
controls, and the new free limits were a big 
step in this direction. However, if the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
was to be able to do his job it was still 
necessary for some controls to be kept on, 
as otherwise the housing programme in some- 
areas would become overloaded. 

Shortages prevented them from giving 
licences for certain large projects, although 
on the whole he thought that we were now 
over the worst of that kind of thing. There 
was more steel and cement and “lots of 
unused capacity in stone.” Putting all this 
together it meant that the time had come 
to license a number of large buildings and 
to get a rhythm going in work of this type. 
In the first nine months of this year, £135m. 
worth of such work had been licensed, and 
work had actually started on £90m. worth, 
which he thought was “ quite good.” 

There would be a shift over from housing- 
estate work to slum clearance. He wondered 
if housing-estate building could be overdone; 
it required a great number of expensive 
ancillary buildings, and he wondered if it 
did not work out more expensive than build- 
ing so-called expensive flats in areas where 
amenities already existed. 

Sir David Eccles said he felt sure that 
the building industry needed “some new 
form of organisation,” and in this connec- 
tion Mr. Marples had made some very 
interesting proposals. In any case, the indus- 
try should not hesitate to experiment. They 
could go into 1954 certain of more materials 
and with the certainty of plenty of work 
before them and the ability, so he believed, 
to do it. The progrdmme was for £100m. 
more work next year than this, and it was 
up to all to achieve this. 

Other speakers were Mr. A. W. Gittins, 
Mr. L. C. Penwill, Mr. P. C. Ford and Mr. 
C. H. Aslin, V-PRIBA. 


H 
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REDUCING THE COST OF HOUSING 
Mr. Ronald Wates’ Suggestions for Action 


HAT “ surprisingly good results” in the 

way of reducing the cost of house build- 
ing could be achieved by a reduction of sub- 
sidies and the stimulation of private enter- 
prise building was a view expressed. by Mr. 
RONALD W. Wates. JP. in the course of an 
address on ‘“* Modern Housing Construc- 
tion.” which he gave at a meeting of the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors held at Cax- 
ton Hall, Westminster. on November 2. We 
take the following extracts from the section 
of that address dealing with costs. Mr. Wates 
said: 

As a builder I should be the last to draw 
attention to the problem of building costs 
if it were not indeed a very pressing one. As 
things are, my belief is, that at their present 
level. building costs are just about at the 
maximum’ the public can pay, whether for 
commercial or industrial buildings or housing. 

An illustration of the trend of events is 
to compare the cost of living index with 
housing costs. Based on a 1939 of 100, the 
current cost of living index is said to be 164. 
According to the Girdwood Report, the aver- 
age cost per square foot of a Council house 
in 1939 was 9s., and today I should hardly 
like to put the average figure below 33s. 

From a comparison of these figures, it 
can be seen that whilst the cost of living has 
risen approximately 1.64 times, the cost of 
building has risen approximately 3.6 times, 
so that there is a marked disproportion. 

In examining the figures we have to bear 
in mind that the cost-of-living index carries 
a low component for rent due to the freezing 
of rents at pre-war levels and the heavy sub- 
sidisation of post-war rents. At the same 
time, we are employing higher standards of 
plan and specification in housing than we 
were in 1939. If an adjustment were made 

‘for these factors the disparity would be re- 
duced of course, but. nevertheless, it must 
be conceded that housing is still proportion- 
ately too dear. 

In this situation the builder himself has a 
responsibility, but, to be fair, a great deal 
of the cost is auite beyond his control. 
Design and specification, for exampie, except 
in the new-tradition sphere, are out of his 
hands. Often, too, the order of the work is 
dictated by the architect or the authority and 
not always is the builder permitted to work 
out his own programme. a 

Then again, under present conditions the 
builder can only have a limited influence 
over the cost of materials. Figures I saw 
recently showed that in a typical house the 
percentage value of materials still subject to 
one form or another of price control 

amounted to something over 40 per cent. so 
that it was on the balance only that skilful 
buying could have any effect. 


Nominated Sub-Contractors 


Again, in an average contract, say for 
flats, it is not unusual to find that nominated 
sub-contractors amount to half.of the value 
of the work. I am not saying that this can 
be avoided entirely, but it does indicate that 
in this direction, too, the builder’s influence 
is restricted. +e 

Out of it all, what is left to him is the 
planning and organisation of the work, the 
encouragement of higher physical outputs, 
avoidance of waste and in these days the 
skilful and imaginative use of mechanical 

nt. 
es all these reasons, the builder’s part 
in the drive for lower costs. Is clearly 


limited. If we are to seek for signs of an 
easing of the position we must search the 
overall picture. In housing the cost situa- 
tion is confused by the fact that 75 per cent. 
of the houses being built to-day are pro- 
moted through one primary agency—the 
Government. Admittedly, each local 
authority is permitted a degree of indi- 
viduality, but whilst most of them are 
keenly conscious of the cost factor, they 
still have to conform to Government policy 
and their hands are tied by standing orders 
and so on. Not only this, but the current 
high costs which would otherwise be re- 
flected in the rent are cushioned by generous 
subsidies and to that extent edge is taken 
off a keen cost consciousness. 


In the long term I am not pessimistic 
about the trend of costs. They have been 
pretty well stabilised for the last year despite 
the increase in wage rates. World com- 
modity prices are showing a tendency to fall 
and this in turn is bound to affect prices, 
and at home the productivity of building 
labour is slowly rising. These are all favour- 
able factors, and to take advantage of them I 
would like to make the following suggestions. 


Reduction of Subsidies 


In housing, a reduction of subsidies would 
I am perfectly certain have a most favour- 
able effect. I don’t mean in the sphere of 
slum clearance because there the purpose of 
the subsidy is different. At the same time 
there should be an energetic stimulation of 
private enterprise building, especially in the 
sphere of houses to let. I am certain that 
the implementation of these two suggestions 
alone would produce surprisingly good re- 
sults costwise and it would do so much 
quicker than a good many people think. 

Among other aids which I am sure would 
help a lot I would certainly include the 
elimination of the rise and fall clause in 
contracts. JI am all for increasing the 
responsibility of the builder in this matter as 
I believe that he is better able than anyone 
else to get fixed prices from his merchants, 
and thereby set in train a greater sense of 
responsibility all the way down.the line. 

Then there is this question of the co- 
operation of the builder in the design. So 
much lip service has been paid to this and 
so little done, that it was indeed refreshing 
to see the recent announcement that the 
LCC had taken the decision to implement the 
idea. How often does a contractor see from 
the drawings he is given that if more thought 
had been given to the standardisation of 
columns and beams, how much overall time 
and money would be saved. How often his 
practical knowledge of site organisation and 
methods could, at the drawing-board stage, 
suggest ways of reducing contract time. If 
tower cranes and other forms of mechanis- 
ation are to be developed to cut down costs 
then the design of the building must be con- 
ceived with their fullest employment very 
much in the architect’s vision. Consultation 
with the contractor would be a great help. 


Finally, I would emphasise again the 
fundamental principle that the job ought to 
be designed, detailed and specified before 
work starts. Contractors really ought to be 
in possession of the drawings and details 
before work starts on the site. 

Again, the lowest possible cost can only 
be synonymous with the absence of variation 
orders. This is patently obvious and yet 
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how often do we as contractors find the 
variation orders coming out as high as 
50 per cent. of the value of the finished cop. 
tract, and often necessitating complet: re. 
measuring. The fact that over many years 
this is a common experience is in the end 
reflected in the rates the contractor tenders 
for a job. It might be an illuminating experi. 
ence if an architect sent his tenders oui ask. 
ing for two prices—one on the basis that 
he would follow his normal practice as 
regards variations and the other on the basis 
that variations would be limited to, say, 
5 per cent. I am certain that the second 
price would be sufficiently lower to 
emphasise the economy of making up his 
mind before the contract starts. 

I believe, too, that more notice shouid be 
taken of the recommendation of the Working 
Party, to measure all the work in the bills 
with a view to the elimination of nominated 
sub-contractors.. Certainly on housing work 
this should present no difficulties. It is 9 
often cheaper and more satisfactory for a 
contractor to be free to appoint the sub. 
contractors of his choice, and to be con: 
pletely responsible for them. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
Training Workers in Safety 


(THE SEVENTH ordinary meeting of the 

London Building and Engineering Con- 
tractors Accident Prevention Group, 1, 
Stanhope Gate, W1, was held at the Safety, 
Health and Welfare Museum, Horseferry- 
road, SW1, on November 25. 

Following a discussion on matters arising 
from the previous meeting, Mr. G. H. A. 
HuGuHEes, OBE, FRICS, FIArb, director, 
LMBA, made a statement on the progress 
that was being made in the discussions be- 
tween his Association and the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents. Consider- 
able thought was being given to the question 
of training for safety in the building indus- 
try, and much ground work was being done 
to ensure that any scheme should start ona 
sound basis. 

Mr. E, L. Jones, MBE, London Regional 
Secretary, NFBTO, asked that the operatives 
be represented, at least in the final discus- 
sions. 


Contractor’s Liability 


A paper was given by .MR. C. KENNARD, 
OBE, FRIBA, MICE, District Surveyor, 
London County Council, Kensington 
Area. He spoke of the RIBA clause 
which placed on the shoulders of the 
contractor the responsibility for injury to 
persons, and suggested that compliance with 
the requirements of the Building Regula- 
tions should be embodied in all contracts. 
In connection with jobs where shoring was 
obviously necessary, he suggested that the 
architect could assist by making mention of 
it in the specification, and where the risks 
were exceptional, should go further and 
specify the sizes of timbers that he con- 
sidered adequate for the shoring. 

Mr. Kennard pointed out that the responsi- 
bility was not confined only to employees, 
but concerned all the following classes of 
individuals: building employees working on 
the site; persons visiting the site on business: 
persons living or working on the premises; 
persons living or employed in adjacent pre- 
mises; and, lastly, the general public using 
roads, pavements, etc. Mention was made 
of the need for planning of scaffolds, and 
for care in connection with the new types 
of roofing materials. 
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SMOKE ABATEMENT 
The Need for New Legislation 


MODERN science and technology could 
““ solve the smoke problem, but only with 
the backing of sound and adequate legisla- 
tion, said Mr. ARNOLD Marsn, MScTech, 
MInstF, general secretary of the National 
Smoke Abatement Society, when he 
addressed a joint meeting of the North-West 
Division of the Society and the North- 
Western Section of the Institute of Fuel at 
Liverpool on December 3. 

“The present law in Britain for the abate- 
ment of smoke,” he said “ dates back in its 
essentials to 1875, and it is time it was 
modernised. It is concerned only with action 
to be taken after smoke has been emitted 
~~a real ‘ stable-door’ law—and can do no- 
thing to promote conditions that will make 
smoke less likely. 

“What is wanted is a better definition of 
the limits of allowable pollution, prior 
approval to be obtained for all new fuel- 
burning installations except domestic (which 
can be dealt with differently), powers for 
iocal authorities to plan smokeless zones 
without the expense and trouble of a private 
Act, and also powers to ensure that when 
vetter legislation is available it shall every- 
where be operated effectively. 

“The last point is important. Although 
many local authorities have made excellent 
use of the powers they possess, others have 
not, and many have not even sought to 
obtain such by-law powers as are available. 
\ few that have sought to obtain by-law 
powers since the last war have had consider- 
able difficulty in obtaining Ministerial 
approval. There are too few fully qualified 
smoke inspectors, and many more will be 
needed and will have to be given a higher 
status,” 


ARBITRATION AND THE LAW 
Campaign for Amendment 


A PRINCIPLE of English law—that a man 
cannot be judge in his own cause—is being 
violated constantly, says the president of the 
Institute of ~ Arbitrators, Mr. J. R. W. 
ALEXANDER, CBE. He is leading a campaign 
by the Institute for Parliamentary legislation 
to amend English arbitration law. 

Says Mr. Alexander: “It is contrary to 
the long established principles of English 
judicial procedure that .a man should be 
judge in his own cause, and judges have 
strongly criticised it. There is urgent need 
for legislation to render void a provision 
in an agreement which makes one of the 
parties, or the employee or agent of a 
party, the arbitrator in a dispute arising and 
referable to arbitration under the agreement. 
Such a simple enactment would occupy 
negligible Parliamentary time since there 
would be little, if any, opposition. The Act 
should enable either party to apply for the 
appointment of an independent arbitrator.” 

The settlement of disputes by arbitration, 
Mr. Alexander concluded, was becoming in- 
creasingly widespread owing to the advan- 
tages which the process afforded over liti- 
gation in appropriate cases. It was gener- 
ally quicker, cheaper and less complicated, 
besides being private. 

The last attempt to introduce a Bill was in 

937, when the Lords approved but the 
Commons had no time for a debate. Other 
professional bodies support the Institute, in- 
cluding the Chartered Institute of Secretaries, 
of which Mr. Alexander is immediate past- 
oresident. 
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AIR POLLUTION 
Interim Report Published 


ECOMMENDATIONS on what action 
can immediately be taken to alleviate 
“smog” and its effects, are made in the 
Interim Report of the Committee .on Air 
Pollution* which has now been published. 
The Committee urge that householders in 
large towns who are dependent on solid fuel 
and who normally burn coal should lay in 
a stock of, say, a hundredweight of coke or 
other smokeless fuel for use in periods of 
persistent fog. A mixture of coke and coal 


‘will burn reasonably well and will greatly 


reduce smoke. 
forecast:— 

Householders who can use only coal 
should take special care not to make more 
smoke than can be helped. Fires should 
not be banked up at night. 

Those who can use smokeless fuels should 
confine themselves to those fuels during 
periods of fog. 

Rubbish should not be burnt nor bonfires 
lit while the fog lasts. 


Steps to be taken by Industry 

Regarding industry the Committee recom- 
mend that:— 

Smoke-control measures in _ factories, 
shops, offices, hotels, etc., should be brought 
up to peak efficiency at once and checked 
at frequent intervals throughout the winter. 

Special efforts should be made to prevent 
heavy smoke when stoking. Much of the 
smoke from factory furnaces can be pre- 
vented, and it is the responsibility of man- 
agements, particularly in times of fog, to 
see that smoke is kept to the minimum. 

Managers of industrial plants, public 
utility undertakings and establishments such 
as hospitals, institutions, offices and laun- 
dries, should institute a special continuous 
check to ensure that dark smoke is not 
emitted from their chimneys either by day 
or by night, and, particularly, during the 
early morning before day-break. This check 
can best be made by the installation of a 
simple smoke-density indicator. The report 
contains drawings of simple devices which 
can be made up cheaply by most small 
works, copies of which can be had from the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
and Department of Health for Scotland. 


The Authorities = 


Authorities are advised to make every 
effort to provide adequate supplies of smoke- 
less fuels to domestic consumers in London 
and other densely populated areas liable to 
bad fog during the winter, so that they may, 
at least, lay in a small stock for use when 
fog is developing. 

The appropriate authorities are urged to 
bring home to the public in areas liable to 
“smog” the fact that the largest single pro- 
ducer of smoke is the domestic consumer, 
and that every individual can help to reduce 
the risk of smoke. 

Fuller and more frequent measurements 
of pollution are recommended, especially 
during severe “ smogs,” in order to determine 
the peak concentrations reached. Local 
authorities can do most valuable service in 
this respect. 


Ideal Home Exhibition 


The Ideal Home Exhibition of 1954 will 
be held at Olympia, London, from March 2 
to March 27. 


* Interim Re 
lution, Cmd. 


When persistent fog is 








rt of the Committee on Air Pol- 
. 9011, HMSO, Price is. 6d. 
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LMBA 
Sir David Eccles at AGM Lunch 


rTHE Minister of Works, Sir David Eccles, 

MP, is to be the guest of honour of 
the LMBA at a luncheon in the Park Lane 
Hotel before the annual general meeting on 
January 19. The president, Mr. Gerald Hill, 
will preside. 


Christmas Vacancies for Apprentices 


AS LARGE NUMBERS of boys will be leaving 
school at the end of the Christmas term, 
the LMBA is circularising its members ask- 
ing them to notify any vacancies they may 
have for apprentices in the various crafts in 
the building industry. 

Experience has shown that lack of open- 
ings not only affects the immediate recruit- 
ment of boys, but also tends to drive the 
more eager and intelligent boys into other 
industries. 

Recent relaxation of controls, says the 
LMBA circular, has given a new stimulus 
to the building industry, and it is now pos- 
sible for employers to look forward with 
greater confidence to the future. As a result, 
it is hoped that all members will make a 
special effort to accept boys for training 
in building crafts. 


EASTERN FEDERATION 
Arrangements for Visit to Italy 


ARRANGEMENTS are well in hand for the 
visit to Italy next year of members of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, and a provisional itinerary has been 
worked out. The dates chosen are May 10 
to 24. Milan is the first place to be visited 
where four days will be spent, including a 
day trip to the Lombard Lakes. From there 
the party will go to Gardone on Lake Garda 
for three leisurely days before proceeding 
to Venice via Verona, Vicenza and Padua. 
Five days will be spent in Venice from which 
it is hoped to visit Cortina in the Italian 
Dolomites. 

Although, says the Federation, the visit 
will be “ much less arduous than our seven- 
day marathon in Holland, we shall be visit- 
ing building sites and places of architectural 
and building interest. The visit will enable 
us to meet our Italian colleagues and see 
some famous places in the maximum comfort 
with the minimum of trouble at a reasonable 
cost.” The Director would like to have a 
rough idea of numbers by mid-December. 


THE BUILDING EXHIBITION 
Record Number of Overseas Visitors 


AN OUTSTANDING feature of the Silver 
Jubilee Building Exhibition was the record 
number of overseas representatives who 
visited Olympia during the fortnight from 
November 18 to December 2. No truly 
accurate estimate of the number of foreigners 
who attended the Exhibition can be given, 
but the signatures in the visitor’s book reflec- 
ted clearly the interest that was aroused over- 
seas in this, the industry’s shop window. 

The largest “contingents” of overseas 
visitors this year came from Sweden, Finland 
and Holland. Representatives of. all the 
Dominions, as well as many of the Colonies 
and - Protectorates, and of nearly every 
European country, were among the signa- 
tories. Visitors were also welcomed from 
Poland and Hungary. 

Total attendances at the Exhibition showed 
an increase of 20 per cent. over those of 
1951. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builder Receives Freedom of Hull 


Installed at Hull City Council’s meeting 
on December 3 as a freeman of Hull, was 
Mr. Fred Robinson, builder, brother of Ald. 
I. Robinson, a former Lord Mayor. His 
grandfather was made a freeman in 1824. 
Mr. Robinson is managing director of Robin- 
son and Sawdon, Ltd., builders. — 


Yorkshire Dales National Park 


The Chairman of the National Parks Com- 
mission (Sir Patrick Duff) signed, on Decem- 
ber 7, the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
(Designation) Order. This is the seventh 
National Park to be designated. The area, 
which comprises a total of approximately 
680 square miles, lies wholly within the 
North and West Ridings of Yorkshire. 


Cheaper Housing 


Valley (Anglesey) RDC rejected a proposal 
that they should suspend housing develop- 
ments until a cheaper method of building 
was devised. There had been petitions 
against recent rent increases, and it was sug- 
gested that house building should only take 
place in parishes where there had been no 
houses built for some time. 


Liverpool Deputation to USA 


Liverpool City Council has agreed to send 
a deputation of the Housing Committee con- 
sisting of the chairman or deputy chairman, 
one other member and the City Architect and 
Housing Director (Dr. Ronald Bradbury) to 
the United States to study multi-storey dwell- 
ing construction. This is in view of the 
decision of the Council to proceed with a 
scheme for this type of building in the city 
having regard to the shortage of land for 
ordinary dwellings. The Council has just 
started its first block of ten-storey dwellings, 
and others are contemplated. 


Transfer of Tenancies 


The news of the idea of tenancy exchanges 
as recommended by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government in a recent circular 
is of particular interest to Hull, where a 
similar system has been in operation for 
several years. From 1945 to October this 
year, 6,831 families in the city were involved 
in exchanges between Corporation tenants 
and the occupiers of privately owned houses. 
Exchanges in the city have been on the 
average of 100 per month, and to facili- 
tate transfers, Hull’s policy has been to build 
dwellings ranging from one to four bed- 
rooms on the same estate. 


Closed Churchyards 


The Central Council for the Care of 
Churches, in view of certain rather drastic 
recent schemes for the clearance and replan- 
ning of closed churchyards, felt that some 
further guidance on this subject should be 
issued to supplement the new (4th) edition 
of its handbook, “The Care of Church- 
yards.” Consequently a memorandum has 
been drawn up in consultation with the 
Society of Antiquaries of London, the 
Society of Genealogists, the Georgian Group 
and the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, entitled “Closed Churchyards,” 
which emphasises “the objections to a prac- 
tice which alters the nature of the church- 
yard and threatens the country with archi- 
tectural and archaeological losses in yet 
another field. The memorandum is pub- 
lished by the Church Information Board, 
Church House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, 
SWI, price 4d. 
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National Insurance Cards 


Pink National Insurance cards finished on 
December 6. The Ministry of Pensions and 
National Insurance particularly asks em- 
ployers and insured persons holding pink 
cards to exchange them for the new straw- 
coloured ones at a local Pensions and 
National Insurance Office as early as pos- 
sible, to ease the work of the Post Office 
during the Christmas rush. 


Neolithic Stone Mace 


Mr. Arthur Gardiner, a master bricklayer 
of Aldridge, near Birmingham, has _pre- 
sented to the Birmingham Museum for its 
Archeological Department, a stone mace 
believed to be of the late Neolithic period 
or early Bronze Age. Mr. Gardiner dis- 
covered the relic during operations in a field 
at Great Wyrley. The head of the mace is 
of stone, about three inches long. Mr. 
Gardiner presented it to the Museum 
together with a large-scale map of the area 
where it was found. 


Steel Works Dispute 


The Constructional Engineering Union 
held meetings on December 4 of their mem- 
bers who have been on strike at the Appleby- 
Frodingham steel works, Scunthorpe, 
Lincolnshire. The employers will ask the 
secretary of the Industrial Disputes Tribunal 
to cancel the proceedings arising from the 
report of the dispute to the Minister of 
Labour, and negotiations will be resumed at 
national level at an early date. The dis- 
cussion concerned the dispute regarding 
height money and lodging allowances which 
led to the stoppage at Scunthorpe. 


Basildon’s 1,000th House 


The 1,000th house to be erected at Basil- 
don New Town was opened on December 2 
by Mr. Ernest Marples, -Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. On his arrival, Mr. Marples was 
introduced by the Chief Architect of the 
Basildon Development Corporation to Mr. 
Mendel Wood, managing director of J. B. 
Rose and Co., Ltd., who, in turn, introduced 
to the Minister, the general manager, the 
general foreman, the assistant foreman, the 
foreman bricklayer and the foreman car- 
penter. In his address, Mr. Marples stressed 
that the Government would now rigorously 
attack slum clearances and there was no 
danger of any building operative working 
himself out of a job. There was a great 
ovation when he announced that 301,000 
houses had been erected in 1953. 


BASA Record Collection 


Mr. S. G. Donno, honorary secretary, 
BASA Rowing Club, 26, Inglethorpe-street, 
SW6, writes that the collection at the Build- 
ing Exhibition in aid of the rowing club 
reached £310 2s.—thus beating the 1951 
record by 29s. Mr. Donno particularly 
wishes to thank the following firms for 
assistance: Dickenson and Clarke, Ltd.; 
Elliots of Reading; G. Pococks, Ltd.; Owen 
Johnson Building, Ltd.; Ace Machinery, 
Ltd.; Eastwoods Sales, Ltd.; G. H. Downing 
and Co., Ltd.; Elsey and Gibbons, Ltd.: 
Expandite, Ltd.; London Brick Co., Ltd.; 
Leeds Fireclay, Ltd.; Christopher Leng and 
Co., Ltd.; London and Midland Steel 
Scaffolding Co., Ltd.; Mills Scaffolding, Ltd.; 
Thos. Parsons and Sons, Ltd.; Scaffolding 
(Great Britain), Ltd.; and C. G. Templer and 
Co., Ltd. Through the kindness of these and 
other supporters, the Club hopes to con- 
tinue its successful career in the 1954 season. 
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Annual Report 


Their annual report for the year ending 
June 30, 1953, has been published by the 
Division of Building Research, Commop- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation, Graham-road, Highett, $21, 
Victoria, Australia. 


“The Architect in Practice” . 


A first supplement has been issued by 
Crosby Lockwood and Son, Ltd. 39, 
Thurloe-street, SW7, to their publication, 
“The Architect in Practice.” This supople- 
ment contains corrections and amendments 
embodying new regulations up to August 
last, and can be obtained from the pub- 
lishers, price 6d. 


Society’s Offices 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Society of British Paint Manufacturers, Ltd., 
Grosvenor - gardens House, Grosvenor- 
gardens, SW1, held at the Dorchester Hotel, 
London, on November 10, it was. announced 
that Colonel F. W. Jones and Mr. C. D. 
O’Sullivan had been appointed president and 
vice-president respectively for the year 
1953-54. Mr. F. A. Bignell was appointed 
honorary treasurer. 


British Council’s Annual Report 


The British Council’s report for the year 
ending March last, now published from 65, 
Davies-street, W1, contains an account of the 
Council’s work in the Commonwealth and 
in foreign countries, in the arts and in science 
and medicine and in other spheres. Particu- 
lar reference is made to the training of over- 
seas engineers, and the Council’s reasons for 
attaching importance to this work. 


Road Construction 


The annual general meeting of the Pavings 
Development Group (Concrete and Soil- 
Cement), Cement and Concrete Association, 
52, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1, was held at 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, SW1, on November 19. After 
the formal business of the meeting the re- 
mainder of the day was devoted to papers 
and discussions on various aspects of con- 
crete and soil-cement road construction. 


Houses for Rent 


Bebington (Wirral) Housing Committee 
has rejected a request by Boultons, a firm 
of Merseyside builders, that they should sell 
back to them an area of land on which 
they had desired to build houses for sale. 
The firm had experienced considerable 
demand for such houses, and they submitted 
this in support of their request. The Hous- 
ing Committee considered that the major 
demand was for houses to rent, and so they 
declined to effect a sale of the land, which 
is to be developed for houses to rent. 


Helping the Blind 

In an introduction to the 1953 annual re- 
port recently issued by St. Dunstan’s, Sir 
Ian Fraser, CH, CBE, MP, war-blinded 
chairman of the organisation, describes his 
own experiences in adapting himself to his 
handicapped condition. He emphasises that 
with perserverance one can master the han- 
dicap and accomplish tasks as efficiently as 
others and become a useful, active citizen. 
The report itself traces the history of the 
organisation from the time of its formation 
in 1915, and describes and illustrates the 
work of the St. Dunstan’s welfare depart- 
ment with its various facilities. Copies 
available from 1, South Audley-street, W1. 
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Election of Officers 


The annual general meeting of the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association (Incor- 
porated), Sackville House, 40, Piccadilly, W1, 
vas held on November 25 at the May Fair 
Hotel, London, when the following officers 
were elected: President, W. E. Adams, FCIS 
(iohn Sadd and Sons, Ltd.); vice-presidents, 
S. R. Sharp, MM (Sharp Bros. and Knight, 
| td.), and Walter Hide (Hide and Co. (Black- 
pool), Ltd.); hon. treasurer, I. A. Rutherford 
(Xutherford, Geake and Co., Ltd.). 


Truck and Ladder Manufacturers 


At the annual general meeting of the 
ruck and Ladder Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation held in London recently, the presi- 
cent, Mr. P. W. Gamble, of Messrs. Stephens 
.nd Carter, Ltd., and the vice-president, Mr. 
T. Gough, of Messrs. Gough and Co. 
(Hanley), Ltd., were re-elected to serve for 
. further year. The following were elected 
as members of the Council:—Messrs. G. 
Cayless, P. Crowson, A. C. Drew, T. W. 
Lane, W..Le Neve Bower, C. H. Matthews, 
8. G. Milles, J. H. Smith, and G. Neild. 


Fire Research 


A pamphlet reproducing the series on 
“Fire Retardant Treatments ” contained in 
the March, April and May issues of “Wood” 
has been published by the Fire Research 
Organisation. The series, a critical examina- 
tion of the effects of fire retardant treatments 
on the fire hazards of wood, was written by 
D. Hird, BSc, and D. L. Simms, BSc. A list 
has also been made of references to litera- 
ture on wood and its relation to fire, inclu- 
ding fire retardant treatments. Copies of the 
above may be obtained from the Organisa- 
iion’s offices at 4, Regent-street, W1. 


Heat Pump 


The Institute of Fuel. 18, Devonshire- 
street, Portland-place, W1, have arranged a 
lecture on the Festival Hall heat pump, 
which will take place at the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers at 5.30 pm, on Decem- 
ber 22. This experimental heat pump was 
installed as an alternative method of heating 
the Royal Festival Hall, and was designed 
by the Chief Scientist’s Division of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power to obtain data 
on the cost and practicability of such a plant. 
The paper will discuss the experiment as 
a whole, the development of the various 
special components, and its operation with 
costs involved. 


Furniture Competition 


A competition for the design of 
upholstered seats is being held by the British 
Rubber Development Board. It is open to 
full-time and part-time students of courses 
in architecture, furniture-making or any 
aspect of furniture design and manufacture. 
First prize is £50, and all designs must incor- 
porate latex foam. Entries must be received 
by the Board not later than February 1, 
1954. Of interest to prospective entrants 
will be the booklet entitled “ Upholstering 
with Latex Foam,” by Dennis Young, 
ARCA, which outlines its advantages and 
methods of use. Copies are available from 


the Board’s offices, Market-buildings, Mark- 
lane, EC3. - 

Bulletin No. 5 has been issued by the 
British Rubber Development Board, and 
provides information connected with the use 
of natural rubber in roads throughout the 
world. 
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DEFECTS FROM 
BAD WORKMANSHIP 


Workman Employed by Householder 
Found Liable 


JuDGE ANDREW. held at Bow County 
Court, on October 30, that although a 
decorator was employed by a householder 
as a workman at an hourly rate and was 
given verbal directions as he proceeded with 
the work, the decorator was still liable for 
defects resulting from bad workmanship. 

Mr. Alfred John Granger, painter and 
decorator, of 5, Cleveland Park-avenue, 
Walthamstow, had claimed £44 4s., the 
balance of the price of work done and 
materials supplied, from Mr. Sydney Nyman, 
textile factor, of 21, Crundale-avenue, Kings- 
bury. Mr. Nyman had counter-claimed 
£30 15s. in respect of defective work. 

Judgment for the plaintiff for £27 had 
been given earlier this year and the counter- 
claim had been referred to a referee. 

The referee’s report was before the court 
on October 30, and counsel for Mr. Nyman 
asked the judge to adopt the report, which 
recommended that Mr. Nyman should be 
given judgment for £14 19s. 5d. on his 
counter-claim, subject to a ruling of law. 

The referee reported that Mr. Granger was 
engaged as a workman at an hourly rate, 
without an estimate, specification or other 
document of that nature, and was given 
verbal directions as the work proceeded. 
Was the plaintiff, so employed, liable for 
defects resulting from bad workmanship or 
faulty directions? If he was not liable, the 
counter-claim should be dismissed. 

Judge Andrew held that Mr. Granger was 
liable for the defects, and entered judgment 
for £14 19s. 5d. on the counter-claim. 


REGISTERED . PLUMBERS’ 
_ ASSOCIATION 
Aims and Objects Reaffirmed 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING of the general 
council for the National Registration of 
Plumbers, held in Blackpool, this year, it 
was decided to change the title to the Regis- 
tered Plumbers’ Association. The general 
council will continue to act in the closest 
association with the Worshipful Company 
of Plumbers. Its aims and objectives are:— 

1. To enable the public to distinguish 
plumbers who have given evidence of their 
competency, and undertaken the responsibi- 
lity required by the conditions of their 
registration. 

2. To promote the better training of the 
coming generations of plumbers by a system 
of apprenticeship, combined with technical 
education suited to present conditions of em- 
ployment and modern sanitary development. 

3. To maintain a high standard of crafts- 
manship and thus secure for the registered 
plumber the full confidence of architects, 
health and water authorities and others con- 
cerned in the specification and regulation of 
plumbers’ work in the interests of public 
health. 

4. To raise the efficiency and status of 
plumbers as a body to such a high level 
that local authorities, Government depart- 
ments and Parliament will agree that sani- 
tary work and water supplies may only be 
done by duly qualified plumbers. 

The Association is non-commercial and 
non-profit making, and will be pleased to 
supply, on request, technical advice, lists of 
registered plumbers and lists of plumbing 
examination results, etc. The Association’s 
head office is at Argyle House, 29-31, 
Euston-road, London, NW1. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Jenkin and Reynolds, Ltd. (524226.) Regd. 
October 2, 12, Hurst-rd., N21, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
— Dir.: K. T. Jenkin, 17, Cuba-dr., Enfield, 

iddx. 

Putnoe Estate, Ltd. (524243.) Regd. October 2, 
Regent House, 235-41, Regent-st., Wi, bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. Shaw, 10, Manor 
House-dr., Brondesbury, NW6. 

G. Howard Freeman & Co., Ltd. (525025.) Regd. 
October 26, Pensnett Trading Estate, Brierley Hill, 
Staffs. civil engrs., public works and bldg. contractors, 


engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: G. H. Free- 
man and Mrs. B. Freeman, 30, Pinfold-rd., Penn, 
Wolverhampton. 


Inter-Decor (Brighton), Ltd. (525029.) Regd. 
October 25, 9, Windlesham-ave., Hove, bldrs., con- 
tractors, interior decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £200. 
Dir.: R. G. L. Halford. 6, .Cliff-rd.. 
Brighton. 

Rayner Baker (Sevenoaks), Ltd. (525035.) Regd. 
October 26, bldrs., contractors, sanitary and hot water 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Subs.: J. L. Payne 
— A. McArthur, 12, New Court, Lincolns Inn, 


C2. 

W. Gough (Painters), Ltd. (525040.) Regd. Octo- 
ber 26. Nom. cap.: £3,000.. Dirs.: W. P. J. Gough 
and Mrs. D. Gough, 204, Hucknall-rd., Nottingham. 

W. H. Webber, Ltd. (525041.) Regd. October 26, 
bidr. carried on as ‘‘ W. H. Webber” at Paignton. 
Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dirs.: H. Pearson and Mrs. V. K. 
Pearson, Gainsborough, Torquay-rd., Paignton, Devon. 

Charlton Grange (Concrete), Ltd. (525056.) Regd. 
October 27, mnfrs. of concrete, prestressed concrete. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. E. B. Gundry, Grange, 
Honiton, Devon. 

M. Thorndyke & Sons, Ltd. (525066.) Regd. Octo- 
ber 27, bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
Dir.: H. M. P. Thorndyke, 190, Loughborough-rd., 
Leicester. 

Robert E. Reay & Son (Penrith), Ltd. (525067.) 
Regd. October 27, Great Dockray, Penrith, bldg. con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: R. E. Reay and 
R. E. Reay, Jun., Brent House, Penrith. 

Skewen Constructional and Maintenance Co., Ltd. 
(525088.) Regd. October 28, 8, New-st., Neath, con- 
structional engrs., structural steel engrs. and erectors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: P. G. Thomas, 12, 
St. Johns-rd., Harrow. 

Neagron (Construction), Ltd. (525101.) Regd. 
October 28, 19, Market-sq., Northampton, civil en- 
gineering and building contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: R. F. Oxley, 24, Windsor-cres., Nortb- 
ampton. 

J. and H. Bennett (Flooring), Ltd. (525103.) Regd. 
October 28, 8, Holbein-pl., Sloane-sq., SW1, flooring 
mnfrs., contractors and specialists in resurfacing and 
repairing parquet and wooden flooring, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: E. W. Grimston and J. Bennett. 
2, Palm-st., E3. 

Elm Park Development Co., Ltd. (525111.) Regd. 
October 29, bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£50,000. Dir.: A. B. McGee, St. Ann’s-ct., Chertsey, 
Surrey, and another. 

F. R. Himsworth, Ltd. (525117.) Regd. October 
29, 22, Duke-st., Darlington, Co. Durham, to under- 
take and experiment with any process in connection 
with protective or decorative treatment of metal or 
metal alloys, etc. Nom. cap.: £30,000. Dir.: J. G. 
Peckston, Transport House, Middlesbrough. 

Alma Pre-Cast Concrete Co., Ltd. (525146.) Regd. 
October 30, Al-ia-rd., Enfield, Middx., mnfrs. of pre- 
cast concrete products, and bldg. contractors. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: H. C. Taylor, 394, Southbury- 
rd., Enfield, Middx. 

Vacuum Concrete, Ltd. (525193.) Regd. October 
30, Pinners Hall, Austin Friars, EC2, to acquire patents 
and create market relating to patented process known as 
** Vacuum Concrete ’’ or “‘ Billner Process,’” employ- 
ing a vacuum for the construction or fabrication of 
structures or structural parts in concrete or reinforced 
concrete cast in situ, or prefabricated, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Sub.: F. A. Lewis, 1, New-sq., Lincolns Inn, 
wc2 : 


Cleggs (Demolition Contractors), Ltd. _(525742.) 
Regd. November 14, 2, Clement Royds-st., Rochdale. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: K. Clegg and Mrs. E. Clegg, 
Woodbrow Farm, Denshaw, nr. Oldham. 

H. E. Pritchard & Son, Ltd. (525782.) Regd. 
November 14, Cobden-st., Kidderminster, Worcs, heat- 
ing, steam and water engr. Nom. cap.: £15,000. Dirs.: 
E. H. Pritchard and Mrs. B. L. Pritchard, Yacht 
Ariadne, Pool House, Upton-on-Severn, Worcs. 

Flooring Contractors (Derbyshire), Ltd. (525752.) 
Regd. November 14, 57, Saltergate, Chesterfield. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. T. Yeomans, Holymoor House, 
Holymoorside, Chesterfield. 

Clem Sturgess, Ltd. (525791.) Regd. November 16, 
Southampton House, 317, High Holborn, WC1, bidrs., 
contractors and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dir.: C. Sturgess, Dalmeny, 73, Leitel-ave., Portchester, 
Hants. 

Compact Building Co., Ltd. (525792.) Regd. 
November 16, 15, Cliff Town-rd., Southend-on-Sea. 
Nom. cap.: £100. _ Dir.: D. E. Williams, The Old 
Bank House, The Broadway, Wickford. 

H. Ogden & Sons, Ltd. (525797.) Regd. Novem- 
ber 16, painters and decorators, 143, Market-st., 
Hyde, Ches. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: Freda J. 
Ogden and E. Ogden, 125, Dowson-rd., Hyde. 

Chaston & Haworth, Ltd. (525969.) Regd. Novem- 
ber 20, bldr. and bldg. contractor. Nom. cap.: £250 
Dir.: A. Chaston, 156, Palmerston-rd., N22. 


Roedean, 
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TRADE NEWS | 


Request from New Zealand 


Mr. R. L. S. Starling, 8, Park-avenue. 
Takapuna, Auckland, NZ, would appreciate 
copies of news-sheets produced by manufac- 
turers of building materials, particularly 
those concerned with roofing and sealing 
compounds, asbestos-cement products, built- 
up roofs and flashings, plywood, panelling 
and stone. 


Records Lost at Olympia 


Stramit Boards, Ltd., announce that, 
owing to a theft of:a brief case, all their 
records of visitors at their stand at the 
recent Building Exhibition at Olympia on 
Tuesday, December 1, have been lost. Will 
those inquirers to whom technical folders 
were promised on that day please write to 
the firm at Packet Boat Dock, Cowley 
Peachey, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 


BR Abolish Charges on Pallets 


The British Transport Commission 
announce that, to encourage the transport 
of traffic on pallets, no conveyance charges 
will now be made by British Railways 
on owners’ pallets on which goods are 
loaded, or for the return of _ the 
pallets to the senders. Following experi- 
mental transits by railway arranged in con- 
junction with large firms, 72 additional 
pallet vans are being built to cater for regu- 
lar flows of traffic. 


Insulation Data 


A new technical brochure, giving full 
details of the various forms in which 
““Slagbestos ” mineral wool is available for 
thermal insulation purposes, has been issued 
by the manufacturers, F. McNeill and Co., 
Ltd., 10, Lower Grosvenor-place, London, 
SW1. Various technical data sheets, which 
fit neatly into a folder, are provided on the 
different ‘“Slagbestos” products—loose 
mineral wool, mineral wool blanket, felted 
mineral wool slab, tank wraps and jackets, 
flexible pipe wrapping, and so on. Each 
sheet contains all the particulars, except that 
of price, needed for specifying the appro- 
priate material. 


Dish Washer 


The latest model of the “Kent” dish 
washer, produced by Max Arc and Electrics, 
Ltd., Terrace-road, § Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey, is to be introduced at the Catering 
Exhibition, Olympia, next January. It is 
designed for catering establishments handling 
up to approximately 100 meals per hour, and 
is completely self-contained, incorporating 
reservoir tanks, immersion heaters and water 
pressure pump. The unit is particularly 
suitable for installation where space is 
limited. 


Domestic Boiler 

A domestic boiler designed to provide 
central heating in a small house has been 
introduced by Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., 28, 
Brook-street, Wi. Called the Rayburn 
boiler, it is thermostatically controlled and 
will heat radiators as well as all water for 
domestic purposes. It will burn for 10-12 
hours without attention on coke, and for 
longer periods on denser fuel. It will heat 
cylinders of 30 to 60 gallons capacity to 
supply domestic hot water only. When used 
in conjunction with a 30-gallon indirect 
cylinder, the boiler will heat a maximum 
of 75 sq. ft. of radiation surface, in addition 
to supplying domestic hot water. 
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Pusher Tractor 


A modified and higher-powered version 
of the normal D8 pusher tractor is now 
being offered by the Caterpillar Tractor Co. 
It is a complete unit comprising a tractor 
with 180 HP power unit and a No. 8S bull- 
dozer with cable control. It has 150 HP 
at the drawbar, and for exceptionally diffi- 
cult conditions is equipped with a special 
tandem pusher attachment for use with a 
second tractor. The unit’s weight has been 
increased for better pusher balance and 
increased traction, and has a maximum draw- 
bar pull ranging from 43,640 Ib. in first 
gear to 9,830 lb. in fifth, together with a 
forward travel speed of five mph in fifth 
gear. The London distributors for this 
product are Fred Myers Tractor and Equip- 
ment Co., 4, Tilney-street, W1. 


Sewage Comminutor 


The 36R Comminutor produced by Jones 
and Attwood, Ltd., Stourbridge, is designed 
to provide autgmatic and continuous screen- 
ing and disintegration of sewage and trade 
wastes without any handling of screenings. 
No house is required, and jt is understood 
that as well as effectively preventing the 
clogging of pumps and pipe lines it has 
negligible power costs, the momentum of the 
drum assisting cutting. The comminutors 
are available in six sizes and may be installed 
singly, in duplicate or in multiples of prac- 
tically any number. Also produced by the 
company is the “ Tractum” sewage distribu- 
tor for towns and villages. This is a two- 
arm waterwheel-driven rotary distributor 
available in spans ranging from 18 to 80 ft. 


Diesel Compressor 


The appointment has been made recently 
of Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., South Wharf, 
W2, as the sole . agents in Great 
Britain and Ireland for the Junkers free 
piston diesel compressor. The machine uses 
an opposed piston principle which allows 
the complete absence of crankshafts, con- 
necting rods, flywheels and couplings. The 
diesel power unit is built within the com- 
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pressor in one complete assembly, direc: 
connection being between the diesel pistons 
and the compressor pistons. It has a 
vibrationless operation permitting installa- 
tion without foundation and making possible 
its erection on upper floors and if desired 
upon castors. Various models are available. 


Sliding Door Gear 


Catalogues have recently been issued by 
P. C. Henderson, Ltd., Tangent Works, Bark- 
ing, Essex, which contain structural details, 
capacities and technical data concerning 
sliding door gear for every purpose, sup- 
ported by numerous explanatory drawings 
and photographs. Among the types of slid- 
ing door equipment described are their new 
“Cabinet” rollers, which can be -morticed 
into a thickness of } in., and have a capacity 
of 34 lb. For larger building projects, their 
“Mansion” sliding door rollers with a 
capacity of 112 lb. will be found more suit- 
able. Where the weight of doors must be 
taken from the top, their “Phantom” 
hangers are understood to permit easy, silent 
operation on rubber sandwich wheels run- 
ning in a tubular track. The company also 
publish a larger catalogue, called the “ Handy 
Catalogue, 1948,” covering their complete 
range. 


STRENGTH TESTS ON PLYWOOD 
New FPR Bulletin 


Forest PRoDucts RESEARCH Bulletin No. 
29, “ The Strength Properties of Plywood,” 
is intended to assist both the manufacturer 
and plywood user in estimating the suita- 
bility of various types of plywood for con- 
structional purposes. Part 1, published on 
December 8 by the Stationery Office, price 
ls. 3d., compares the properties of some two 
dozen comparatively unknown timbers. 
When import restrictions limited the quan- 
tity of Douglas fir plywood obtainable in this 
country, manufacturers had of necessity to 
use relatively unknown timbers. The Forest 
Products Research Laboratory at Princes 
Risborough therefore undertook a systematic 
investigation of the timbers to provide data 
for the engineer and manufacturer. 

The Bulletin describes the methods used 
to measure the various properties, and con- 
tains the results obtained from static 
bending, tension, compression, panel shear 
and panel impact tests. 


NEW INVENTION 

Lighting Rose Support 
A SIMPLE DEVICE has been designed 
for the reinforcement of ceiling boards to 
take lighting roses by the electrician himself. 
It comprises a 16-in. length of wood with 
swivel attachments at each end which are 
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nailed to the two joists. It can be inserted 
at any angle, and thus adjusted to any joist 
distance up to 16-in. centres. A 10-in. slot 
running down its length acts as cable slot, 
and the lighting rose is screwed through the 
ceiling board and into the wooden support. 
The device is being marketed by Build Aids 
Co., Machel!-road, Nunhead, SE15. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Canada.—Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons, 
Ltd., announces that the bid of its Canadian 
subsidiary (Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons 
(Canada), Ltd.) of $1,350,000 for the con- 
struction of a wharf at Toronto Harbour 
has been accepted by the Public Works 
De: artment of the Canadian Government. 
Th: contract was obtained in open competi- 
tio. Twelve other tenders were submitted 
by Canadian companies, including sub- 
sidiaries of USA and British firms. This 
is ne third contract that the McAlpine sub- 
sidary has obtained in Canada, The first 
has been successfully completed on schedule 
tin-e. 

Dominica.—The United States Steel Export 
Company of New York have secured a con- 
tract to build a suspension bridge over the 
Ozima River at Ciudad Trujillo in the 
Deminican Republic. It is estimated that 
3,90 tons of steel will be required for the 
m:in span of 576 ft. and five smaller spans 
of 102 ft. The value of the contract is 
$2.713,000, which is to be paid over two 
years. The materials are to be imported in 
ships of the Dominican merchant fleet. 

A similar contract has been secured by 
the same American company for a three- 
span bridge over the River Haina. The value 
is stated to be $540,000, to be paid over 12 
months. Steel requirements will be 1,200 
tons. Full details of these contracts can 
be seen in the Official Gazette of Dominica, 


Egypt—A large number of popular-type 
houses are to be built in the suburbs of 
Cairo, under a new scheme for workers 
with monthly incomes of £25 or under. One 
type of house consists of a sitting-room, two 
bedrooms, a. kitchen, usual offices and a 
garden and will cost £500. Another type, 
with an additional bedroom, will cost £600. 
Applicants will have to deposit £25 on appli- 
cation and £125 on choosing a house. Build- 
ing operations are to begin next year and 
it is hoped that 2,600 houses will be com- 
pleted in the first year, rising to 4,600 in 
the eleventh year. In all, 45,000 houses are 
to be built to accommodate some 250,000 
veople. The Egyptian Government has also 
approved a law guaranteeing the Agricultural 
and Co-operative Bank up to £14m. in 
respect of loans to Co-operative Societies 
for financing popular housing schemes. 

A hotels group is showing interest in a 
project for the construction of a new large 
hotel on the, as yet, uncleared site of Kasr- 
-cl-Nil barracks in Cairo at a cost of between 
fim. and-£2m. Negotiations are also under 
way for the rebuilding of the Shepheards 
Hotel, which was destroyed during the riots. 

Tenders for the supply, erection and main- 
tenance of the turbine intake gates, intake 
screens, and equipment, in connection with 
the Aswan Dam Hydro-Electric Power 
scheme, have been invited. up till January 11, 
1954, 


French Equatorial Africa——Nine oil re- 
fineries are being constructed in French 
Equatorial Africa at Labaya, Haute Sangha, 
Basse-Kotto, M’Bomou, Bangui and Bambari. 

At Mindeuli, where investigations into 
copper deposits are being undertaken, a 
cement factory is to be built, probably as 
a preliminary to the construction of plant 
to process the ore. Electricity is to be sup- 
plied by the new hydro-electric plant at 
Brazzaville. 

A modern new brewery has been opened 
recently at Bangui by a firm known as la 
Société MOCAF, and a_ local firm, 
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COTONAF, has built a refinery for treating 
cotton grains. Both these firms are known 
to have expansion plans in hand. 


Greece.—Agreement has been reached 
between Greece and Turkey regarding the 
bridge to be built over the Evros. Talks 
have been going on for five years. It has 
now been decided that this all-weather bridge 
will be 800 metres long and that the cost 
will be shared equally between the two 
countries. This bridge will shorten the dis- 
tance between Salonika and Istanbul. 

Calls for tenders for the Magdova Hydro- 
Electric project are being issued. Informa- 
tion is obtainable from the London Embassy. 
The Greek Government is anxious to go 
ahead with this scheme as soon as possible. 

It has been reported that a Greek /German 
company is to undertake the development 
and production of the Ptolemais lignite fields. 
In this connection a 40,000-kw. thermal 
power plant is to be erected as well as a 
nitrogen fertiliser plant. The project is said 


_to cost in the region of $45m. 


The Greek Minister of Co-ordination has 
announced that decisions have now been 
made regarding the financing of the Axios, 
Aliakman and Acheloos dams. Tenders are 
to be published shortly. 

Hong Kong.—Drawings have been pub- 
lished of the new style of Government flats 
for Chinese employees to be erected by the 
Hong Kong authorities. The first of these 
residential centres is to cost $5m. There 
has also been much violent criticism in the 
Press about the exhibition of a model of 
the proposed $16m. Town Hall for the 
Colony. It has been broadly advocated that 
the money could be used for building houses. 


*India—Parry and Co., Ltd. “Dare 
House,” First Line Beach, Madras, 1, are 
interested in obtaining the agency of a UK 
manufacturer of earth-moving equipment 
(wheeled or track), such as bulldozers, grabs, 
etc. Interested UK firms should write direct 
to Parry and Co., Ltd., at the address given 
above, sending full details of their products, 
illustrated literature, price lists, agency terms, 
etc. Inquiries by telephone should be made 
to the Board of Trade, Export Services 
Branch, tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 348. 


*India.—The Chief Engineer of the Ganga 
Bridge Project has issued a call for tenders 
for the construction of a road/rail bridge 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register Informa- 
tion Service. 
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over the River Ganga. Tenders are to cover 
the following items of work for the proposed 
bridge: (a) Piers and their foundations— 
Foundafions will be required to be taken 
down to a depth of 170 ft. in the river bed 
below the low-water level for the main piers. 
(b) Fabrication, supply and erection of steei 
girders for the bridge. (c) Reinforced con- 
crete roadway decking on the bridge. All 
inquiries by telephone should be made to 
the Board of Trade, Export Services Branch, 
tel.: Chancery 4411,. Ext. 738 or 771. 

Rhodesia.—In an endeavour to make the 
territories self-sufficient for sugar, the 
Rhodesian Government is to build a cane- 
crushing factory on the south bank of the 
Zambesi, where sugar cane is being success- 
fully cultivated. Later, on the north bank, 
an even larger crushing factory will be built. 
At present the Rhodesia Sugar Refinery has 
4,000 acres under cultivation, and large-scale 
sugar production is planned for the near 
future. Prefabricated houses for the workers 
and others who will prepare the land and 
factory foundations are being erected. 

It has been announced that the Kafue 
Hydro-Electric Scheme has appointed the 
Anglo-American Corporation of SA, Ltd., 
as consulting engineers-in-chief for the con- 
struction of the scheme. 





A New Palace Dome 


Messrs. Wainwright and Waring, Lid., 
Mortlake, SW14, have been undertaking a 
contract to supply a “ prefabricated dome ” 
complete with inner ceiling, for a palace in 
the Middle East. The “dome” presents a 
new technique in construction and is claimed 
to solve the difficulty of laminating copper 
and aluminium. Approximately 35 ft. high 
with base 34 ft. diameter, the design is based 
on 16 equal segments each weighing just 
under half a ton, the apex and finial being a 
separate unit. Each segment is constructed 
of heavy aluminium angle ribs and bracing 
laterals, faced up with aluminium sheet on a 
continuous series of cleats. Structural 
strength is increased by connecting all sheets 
by heavy cover strips and riveting is em- 
ployed throughout. Insulation from the 
copper is achieved by cladding the 
aluminium sheet with specified Tentest and 
inodorous felt to.4 in. thickness. Cladding 
of the copper sheets is in traditional style 
with flat seams running horizontally. Special 
methods were devised for securing the copper 
sheet through the lamination to avoid elec- 
trolytic action. 


Cables for the USSR 


An order for various insulated cables 
placed in this country by the Moscow 
authorities was secured in July this year by 
Enfield Cables, Ltd., of Brimsdown, Middle- 
sex, who state that the final shipments are 
now leaving Britain for the Soviet Union one 
month in advance of the scheduled dates for 
delivery specified by the buyers. The order 
—* non-strategic” in content—has involved 
the manufacture of 230 kilometres (route 
length) of different types of power cables, 
100 kilometres (route length) of Multicore 
signalling cables, and some 12,580 loop kilo- 
metres of telephone cable. The ultimate use 
to which this cable will be put, is not, of 
course, known. It was indicated in Moscow 
that some of the signalling cables might be 
required in connection with the Volga-Cor- 
rection Scheme, which is part of the system 
of river-correction and _ canal-construction 
which already links Moscow to the Caspian 
Sea and embraces some 6,000 kilometres of 
navigable inland waterway. 
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Patchwork Development 


ARCHITECTURAL talent did not consist 

in the designing of expensive fripperies 
or fussiness in the exterior of a house, but 
rather in the form and the proportion of a 
building or a group of buildings, said the 
EARL OF DUNDEE, addressing the annual 
meeting of the National Trust of Scotland 
at Stirling. 

He was criticising what he described as “a 
new patchwork quilt development of grey 
ghastliness ” in modern house building. 

“Our Victorian ancestors really thought 
it was a good thing to build street after 
street, unlimited both in the length of 
the street and in the ugliness of the 
houses which it contained, because they 
believed it to be a sign of progress. 

“We in the twentieth century have at least 
learned that this is not a very creditable 
thing to do. Yet we still go on doing it, 
except that we sometimes substitute, instead 
of the old ribbon development of mud- 
coloured monotony, a new patchwork quilt 
development of grey ghastliness, some of the 
houses trying to pretend they are different 
from the others because they have been given 
the most unnecessary gables in the most 
unsuitable places.” 

Since the end of the war there had had to 
be dealt with a building trade which had 
strenuously endeavoured not unsuccessfully 
to combine the greatest possible inefficiency 
with the highest possible cost. 

Surely, when they had got to carry out 
the task of rehousing a great part of the 
population of Scotland, they ought to look 
on this task as a great opportunity of making 
their country more béautiful as well as more 
comfortable, and do ‘it in a way that would 
give pleasure and not anguish to the eyes of 
their descendants. Quickness of construc- 
tion, comfort and cheapness, were not 
incompatible with loveliness in the design of 
a house. 


The Royal Mile 


ACCELERATION of the reconstruction work 
on the Royal Mile was announced by Sir 
James Miller, the Lord Provost, at a meeting 
of Edinburgh town council on December 3. 
He said that during the next few years the 
appearance of the street would be greatly 
improved. The proposal to spend £150,000 
a year for three years on its rehabilitation 
had received the approval of the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland. 

Sir James Miller said it had been agreed 


that the whole reconstruction scheme for the ° 


Royal Mile properties should be included in 
the first five-year period of the Edinburgh 
development plan. 


School Building in Fife 


THE Director OF EpucaTIon for Fife has 
informed the Fife Education Committee that 
the county’s school-building record could not 
be bettered in Scotland. Ten new schools 
had been opened, five primary, one secondary, 
three infant and one nursery. Additions of 
a substantial nature had been made to five 
primary, four secondary and one further- 
education schools. At the moment, schools 
were being built at Oakley, Buckhaven and 
Kirkcaldy, and, in addition, plans had been 
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approved for schools at Leven, Pitcorthie, 
Kennoway, Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy and in 
the New Town of Glenrothes, 


A Grisaille Window 


A FINE modern example of a Grisaille 
window, designed by Mr. E. _ Liddall 
Armitage, of the Whitefriars stained-glass 
studios at Wealdstone, Middlesex, in col- 
laboration with Professor A. E. Richardson, 
the architect, has just been completed. 
Destined for the north wall of the Choir 
of Glasgow Cathedral, it is to be installed 
early this month. A three-light window 
with tracery, it is the second window for 
Glasgow to be designed by Mr. Armitage. 


Scottish Employers’ Association 


THE SIXTY-EIGHTH annual general meeting 
of the Glasgow Master Wrights’ and 
Builders’ Association was held in Glasgow 
on November 26. The following officers 
were elected: President, Wm. Nicol; Vice- 
president, T. Pettigrew; Ex-president, W. O. 
Stevenson. 
the Board of Directors: Alex T. Forbes, W. 
Cook, W. S. Smeaton, S. A. Gratton, J. 
Bissett, W. Fraser, T. S. McKean and T. 
Jamieson. 


* Warm-air ” Heating 


THE FIRST SCHOOL in Scotland to incor- 
porate a new form of “ warm-air” heating 
system is now nearing completion at Burnt- 
island, Fife. Designed by Messrs. Walter 
Alison and Hutchison, ARIBA, architects, of 
Edinburgh and Kirkcaldy, in collaboration 
with the Fife County Architect, it has six 
classrooms and is built of timber. 

The new heating method, known as the 
Weatherfoil system, has been used in Hert- 
fordshire, where experiments in _ school 
design and construction have recently been 
made by the County Council in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Education. 

The installation consists of a low-pressure 
thermostatically controlled boiler, circulating 
through small-diameter overhead pipes to 
battery coils housed in cabinets located in 
each classroom and corridor space. Cold 
air is drawn into the cabinets through a 
stainless steel grille by means of a slow- 
running fan. It then passes over the hot 
battery and is returned to the room at the 
correct temperature through a second grille. 

A high degree of prefabrication was 
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achieved in the manufacture of the scheme, 
and the actual erection time at Burntisland 
was only ten days. It is claimed that the 
system is cheaper to instal than the orthodox 
types of heating and that there will be a 
large saving in running costs and Mmain- 
tenance. 


Glasgow Slum Clearance 


SLUM CLEARANCE in the Gorbals and two 
other congested districts in Glasgow is con- 
templated, along with an acceleration in the 
building of new houses, in a programme 
approved on December 7 by the Housing 
Committee of the Corporation. 

The plans for redevelopment apply to 
two-thirds of Gorbals Ward and an adjoin- 
ing portion of Hutchesontown, to the older 
part of Govan, and to a section of Town- 
head. The form of redevelopment remains 
to be decided. 

The programme of new building for next 
year puts the target at 8,000 houses. 


Forth Road Bridge Controversy 


THE GOVERNMENT'S RULING that the Forth 
road bridge is well down on the priority list 
has aroused the East of Scotland. A national 
Forth road bridge committee has been 
launched in Edinburgh to take all necessary 
steps to meet the new position and secure 
an altered attitude by the Government. 
Glasgow Corporation has supported the 
move, although its Clyde tunnel has been 
listed as one of the higher priority jobs 
which will keep the Forth road bridge wait- 
ing. All local authorities have to be con- 
tacted for support, and December 8 has 
been fixed as a date for a meeting on the 
subject in Edinburgh. The Edinburgh objec- 
tion is based on the fact that Parliament 
has already passed the Forth Road Bridge 
Act and that work is already advanced on 
the scheme to some extent. It would take 
four years to reach the constructional stage, 
an Edinburgh spokesman said, so that any 
comment about inability to meet the expendi- 
ture is regarded as begging the question. 


NEW BUILDINGS . 


Aberdeenshire.—Plans to be prepared for new police 
station, garage and housing accommodation, which are 
to be erected at Torphims site. New Deer, for the 
Scottish North Eastern Police Board (Architects), 25, 
Union-st., Aberdeen. 

Ayrshire.—Plans to be prepared for new fire station 
for Girvan. J. Greig, Burgh Surveyor and Engineer’s 
Offices, Girvan. 

arluke.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
new police buildings on a Greenbank site, for which 
the architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Greenock.—Corporation has had layout plans pre- 
pared for the proposed housing scheme at the Branch- 
ton farm site, for which the architect is Robert L. 
Rankine, AMTPI, AMInstCE, Master of Works 
Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

_ Greenock.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions to be carried out from Hamilton-st. to Charles- 
st.. these being for Marks & Spencer, Ltd. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for 48 houses to be 
erected on_a Douglas site, for which the architect is 
J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for Forrest & Scott, 
Lid., for new boiler house to be erected at the Sandy- 
rd. steam laundry, Carluke, for which the architects 
are Bryce & Symington, 22, Kirkton-ave., Carluke. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for new buildings, 
shops, etc., to be erected at Harthill site, for which 
the architect is J. Austin Bent, ARIBA, 15-19, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new work- 
shops to be erected at Main-st., Chapelhall, for which 
the architect is James. Wallace (F), 172, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Sketch plans have been prepared and 
approved by the Education Department, for a new 
Protestant sec. sch., est. cost £115,455, to be erected 
at Coatbridge, for which the architects are Thomas 
Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., 
Glasgow, and William Watt (F), Lanarkshire County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new houses to be 
erected at Carfin-rd., Chapelknowe, Cleland, for which 
the architect is John S. Craig, 75, Manse-rd., New- 
mains. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
prev’ nus issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a degger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whoin particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 12. 
**Viontgomery Educ. Com.—Modern and technical 


school at Newtown. Director of Education. Dep. 
£5 5s. Tenders by January 4. 
DECEMBER 14. 
* Brierley Hill UDC.—135 dwellings, Forge-la. 


estate. J. R. Moore, Arch. and Housing Director. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*-Plymouth City C.—Secondary modern school at 

Wh:tleigh. City A 
DECEMBER 15. 

Birmingham City.—Conversion of —— indus- 
triai premises, Ruston-st., into factory. H. J. Manzoni, 
City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 16. 

Hants Police Authority.—Police house, Barton-on- 
Sei, near Lymington. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Leeds Regional Hosp. Board.—Adaptations at 
Cardigan Hospital, Carr Gate, Wakefield. A_ to 
Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Jan. 6. 

*+Southgate BC.—16 houses on site in Nursery-rd., 
Ni4. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. TC. Tenders by Decem- 


ber 29 
DECEMBER 17. 
*+Mitcham BC.—Reconstruction works at Public 
Baths, London-rd. BE&S. Tenders by January 16. 


DECEMBER 18. 

‘tEast Suffolk CC.—Secondary grammar school at 
Stowmarket. County A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by January 18. : 

‘Isle of Ely CC.—Additions Fridaybridge CSM 
mixed school. County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by January 11. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Additions Guybirn VP School. 
County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
January 11. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Admission hospital 
ani two convalescent villas at St. Nicholas’ Hospital, 
Gosforth. R. Dobbin, Secretary, ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne- 
d.. Newcastle upon Tyne 2. 

*tSouthampton CB.—Erection of a new annexe at 
Sholing junior school. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders 


by January 18. 
DECEMBER 19. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of house for fire officer at 
Hadleigh, Essex. H. Connolly, FRIBA, County A, 
County Hall, Chelmsford. 

‘Ware UDC.—24 houses and 22 bungalows, Crom- 
well-rd. estate. E&S. The Priory. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—36 houses, 24 maisonettes, 16 
flats and three garages, contract 193, Garvary-rd.. 
E16. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 21. j 

*+Cardiff City C.—County primary junior and in- 
fants’ school at Llanrumney, site No. 2. R. Brewis, 
'AS, 11, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
\ January 4. 

“Finchley BC.—Prefabricated concrete hut, with site 
works. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
DECEMBER 22. 

*tSwansea CB.—Fire station at Grove-pl., Swansea. 

3oro’ A, The Guildhall, Swansea. Dep. £5 5s 

DECEMBER 28. 
*Basingstoke BC.—12 single persons’ 
oro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Bucks CC.—Sanitary accommodation, Hollybush 
E school. Farnham Royal. County A, Aylesbury. 
*Esher UDC.—38 prefabricated concrete garages. 
&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

DECEMBER 29. 
*tDurham Cty. Police Authy.—Four police houses 
at Norfolk-rd., Moorside estate, Consett. G. Clayton, 
FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. 

DECEMBER 30. 

Welton RDC.—Erection of four houses at Saxilby. 
Wm. Saunders and Partners, 24, Castle-gate, Newark- 
on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

*Essex CC.—Erection of a new smaltholder’s house 
ai Stonehall Farm, Beaumont estate, Tendring, nr. 
Ciacton-on-Sea, County Land Agent and Valuer, 69, 





orn 





res 


dwellings. 


~ — 


— 





Duke-st., Chelmsford. ; : 
*Isle of Wight CC.—Home for the Blind, adjacent 
to ‘* Polars,’’ Staphers-rd., Newport. — 
ep. 


ARIBA, AMTPI, County A, County Hall. 


Leominster and 
Orleton. Council’s E. 

Southwell RDC.—26 houses, 26 bungalows and two 
blocks of four flats, site works, drainage, etc., off 
Rufford-rd., Edwinstowe. S. Cooper, surveyor, Council 
Offices, Westgate. Dep. £2 2s. 


ae ee .—Ten houses at 


*Walthumstow BC.—Public convenience in Larkshall- 


rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 
JANUARY 1. 
Lewisham BC.—Supply and erection of prefabricated 
building. BE, Town Hall, SE6. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Luton BC.—Seven blocks of 8 one-bedroom, two- 
storey flats, Farley Hill estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 4. 
*Slough BC, aap Car Park, Wellington- 
st. BE. Dep. £2 2s 
‘Ghatieaiienties CBC. —Inquiry bureau and inci- 
dental works. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
JANUARY 5. 
*Essex CC.—Extensions and adaptations at Nos. 
17-19, Carisbrooke-rd., Walthamstow, E17. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 6. 

Hartlepool BC.—Erection of two blocks of 12 flats 
and one block of 18 flats in the Coverdale-st. area. 
BE, Borough-bldgs., Middlegate. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Lowestoft BC.—56 houses, Gunston estate. 
49, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 7. 

*Berkshire CC.—Hutted kitchen and dining-room, 
Shrivenham School. County A, Wilton House, Park- 
side-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s 

*Bootle CBC.—Eight shops and 9 maisonettes at 
Homestead-ave., Copy-la. housing estate. BS. Dep. 

2s. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Shops and flats at Mamore-pl., 
Auldhouse. Architectural Department, 20, Trongate, 
Glasgow, Cl. 

North Kesteven RDC.—Construction and mainten- 
ance of 24 houses and six bungalows on the Potter- 
hanworth housing estate. J. Chadwick, surveyor, 31, 
Clasketgate, Lincoln. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 9. 

*Banstead UDC.—Erection of a Civil Defence HQ 
and a machine room at the Council House, Brighton- 
rd., Banstead, Surrey. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 11. 


BE, 


Seaton UDC.—23 houses at Elizabeth-rd. A. Lamb, 
architect, 2, Prospect-pl., Ottery St. Mary, Devon. 
Dep. £3 3s 


JANUARY 13. 
*Reading CBC.—Five shops with 10 flats over, 
Southcote Farm-la., Bath-rd. estate. Boro’ A. Dep. 


£2 2s 
JANUARY 14 
*Pembrokeshire CC.—Fire station and _ brigade 
headquarters with ancillary buildings at Merlins Hill, 
Haverfordwest. County A. Dep. £2 2s 


JANUARY 15 
*Gillingham BC.—124 dwellings at Twydall 
Beechings Estate. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 18. 
*Pembrokeshire CC.—Rural technical institute, 


Neyland. 
&2 2s. 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 

Materials are available 

for Immediate Delivery 

from our London Stocks. 
eee 


BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
COMPANY LIMITED 
81ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 


County A, Haverfordwest, Pem. Dep. 
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JANUARY 22. 

Edinburgh City C.—32 houses and five shops at 
Canongate, section 2, Morocco land area. City A. 

Edinburgh CC.—15 houses at Inch Y ras ,develop- 
ment, area C, contract No. 5. City A 

NO DATE. 

St. Andrews TC.—Trades for 58 houses at Auld Burn 
Park. J. Cunningham, architect, 10, Alexandra-pl. 

Scottish Special Hsg. Assoc., Ltd.—S0 houses at 
Crombie. Scottish Special Hsg. Assoc., Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 14 
*tBristol CC.—Installation of heating, hot and cold 
water supplies at Henbury Court primary school. 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 31 
*¢Burnley CBC.—Provision of items in connection 
with Heasandford secondary modern Kitsan 
Parish, Ledgard & Pymans, architects, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs., Vicar-la., Leeds 1. 
Wembley BC.—BE&S (Materials). 


JANUARY 1. 
County of Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven).—County S. 


(Materials.) 
JANUARY 2 
Cambridgeshire CC.—County S (Materials). 
Lichfield CC.—City E&S. (Materials.) 
Monmouthshire CBC.—County E&S. (Materials.) 
Montgomeryshire CC.—County S (Materials). 
*Swansea CB.—Swansea Technical College, Supply 
of miscellaneous equipment. Director of Education, 
Education Department, The Guildhall, Swansea. 
Wores. CC.—County S (Materials). 


JANUARY 4. 
Birkenhead CB.—BE&S (Materials). 
Iiford BC.—BE&S (Materials). 
Southgate BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 7. 
(Materials.) 
JANUARY 8. 
Surrey CC.—County E. (Materials. 
JANUARY 9. 
Bootle CBC.—BS (Materials). 
JANUARY It. 
Herts CC. —County S. (Materials.} 
JANUARY 18. 
Boston RDC.—S (Materials). 
Ealing BC.—BE&S. €Materials.) 
' JANUARY 23. 
Ruislip-Northwood UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 30. 
Camborne-Redruth UDC.—S. Wilson, Clerk to the 
Council (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 1. 
Malden and Coombe BC.—BE. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 16 
*Anglesey EC.—Preparation and levelling of play- 
ing fields, new county secondary school, Amlwch. 
County x Llangefni. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 28. 
Fc ay CBC.—About 4,700 yds. of kerb, 13,800 
sq. yds. concrete flags and the levelling and grassing 
down of 10,000 sq. yds. verges and open spaces at 
Athersley North housing estate. FE. 


DECEMBER 30. 

Lutterworth RDC.—Service reservoir and valve 
house, capacity 500,000 gallons, on the Welford-rd., 
Knaptoft. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, en- 
gineers, 6, Millstone-la. ye Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

ws DECEMBER 3t. 

Wiltshire CC.—County S. (County roads.) 

JANUARY 4. 

Garstang RDC.—House connections scheme. Ward, 
Ashcroft and Parkman, engineers, 38, The Temple, 
Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

JANUARY 8. 

Upton-upon-Severn RDC€.—About 17,450 lin. yds. 


Devon CC.—C. 


mains, 250,000 galls. reservoir and incidental works 
at Powick.” A. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Bir- 
mingham, 2. Dep. £5 Sy. 
JANUARY 9. 
Dorking UDC. ho Cy ee works at North 
Holmwood. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY Il, 
Battle RDC.—Sewage treatment works, ejector 
station and sewers at Burwash Village. J. Taylor & 
Sons, engineers, Artillery House, Victoria-st., West- 


minster, SWI. 
JANUARY 13. 
Wath RDC.—Pumphouse, annexe and about 2,350 
yds. main at “Vt St. James. W. Eden, Clerk of 


Council. Dep. £2 
Denby Dal UpaaNUARY > Sewerage. 
enby le —Riding Wood Lodge 
A. H. S. Waters, _— 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. Dep. £3 3 
JANUARY 18. 

Glastonbury BC.—Sewage and trade effleemt dis- 
posal works, contract No. 1. A. P. I. Cotterell & 
Son, 54, Victoria-st.,. Westminster, SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 23. 

Bakewell RDC.—Area water scheme in two com 
tracts. Brady and Partington, engineers, Market-st., 
Chapel-en-le-Prith. Dep. £25. each contract. 


J 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Bermondsey. — DEVELOPMENT. — LCC TP Com. 
recommend the acquisition for comprehensive develop- 
ment of the sites of Nos. 202 and 151, Rotherhithe-st., 
and Nos. 121-129, Brunel-rd., at estimated cost of 
£21,000. 

Hammersmith.—Housinc.—H. T. Cadbury-Brown, 
FRIBA, 17, Clarges-st., Piccadilly, W1, has been 
instructed by Housing & TP Com. to prepare a draft 
scheme of redevelopment for the eastern part of the 
Flora-gdns. Extension Scheme. 

Kensington.—REDEVELOPMENT.—TIP Com. recom- 
mend the approval by BC of plans prepared for the 
redevelopment of the sites of Nos. 61 and 63, St. 
Ervan’s-rd., by the erection of eight and four flats 
respectively, at a total estimated cost of £19,815. 
Also the appointment of John Grey and Ptnr., FL. 
RIBA, 17, Buckingham-st., WC2, as architects for 
the schemes. 

Lewisham.—HousEs AND BUNGALOWS.—Proposals by 
J. G. Barrett, The Den, Honor Oak-rd., SE23, for the 
erection of four houses and two bungalows on the site 
of No. 51, Honor Oak-rd., have been given TP per- 
mission. The address of Mr. Barrett was wrongly 
given in our issue of November 27. 

Lewisham.—ScuHoo..—LCC Ed. Com. have ap- 
proved a scheme prepared by Peter Moro, FRIBA, 
32, Crooms Hill, SE10, for the erection of a county 
primary school in Honor Park-rd., at a total esti- 
mated cost of £88,383. 

Leyton.—CANTEEN AND ExTENSIONS.—UDC has ap- 
proved proposals by the London Electric Wire Co. 
and Smiths, Ltd., for the erection of a canteen, ex- 
perimental buildings and extensions at 210, Church- 
rd., E10. 

LCC.—ScHooL BUILDING PROGRAMME.—MH_ and 
LG has approved the inclusion of the following pro- 
jects in main LCC building programme for primary 
and secondary schools for 1954-55:— 

Primary schools: Tewkesbury estate area, Lewis- 
ham West (440 places), est. cost £73,040; Sydenham 
Hill, Lewisham West (480 places), est. cost £79,680; 
South Hackney Parochial CE, Hackney South (250 
places), est. cost £41,300; St. Paul’s CE, Southwark 
(400 places), est. cost £66,400. 

Secondary schools: County complement to Lady 
Margaret school, Fulham West (1,024 places), est. 
cost £286,600; Camden, St. Pancras North (remodel- 
ling), est. cost £100,000; Avery Hill, Woolwich West 
(2,080 places), est. cost £582,400; Charlton RC, 
Greenwich (510 places), est. cost £142,800; Kings- 
wood-dr., Camberwell, Dulwich (2,080 places), est. 
cost £582,400; Launcelot-rd., Lewisham South (1,650 
places), est. cost £462,000; County complement to 
Mary Datchelor school, Camberwell, Peckham (1,590 
places), est. cost £445,200; Norwcod RC, Lambeth, 
Norwood (510 places), est. cost £142,800; County 
complement to Emanuel school, Battersea South (891 
places), est. cost £248,250. 

The Minister has also agreed that the following 
secondary school projects may form a reserve list to 
provide the balance of 25,000 secondary school places 
to be programmed to start during 1955-56 and 
1956-57:— 

Holland Park area, Kensington South (2,080 places), 
est. cost £582,400; Kensington RC, Kensington North 
(510 places), est. cost £142,800; Jews’ secondary, St. 
Pancras North, first stage of ultimate seven-form 
entry (510 places), est. cost £142,800; in a building 
to be uscd ultimately as a.county college on Pros- 
pect Terrace site, Helborn and St. Pancras South, 
St. Michael’s CE, Cities of London and Westminster 
(510 places), est. cost £142,800; Haverstock secondary, 
St. Pancras North, additional places (500 places), 
in a building to be used ultimately as a county 
college on Holloway site, Shoreditch and Finsbury, 
Risinghill, Shoreditch and Finsbury, Division 4 
(North-East London), secondary school for about 
1,200 places, Northbrooke CE, Lewisham South (360 
places), est. cost £100,800; County complement to 
Alleyn’s school, Camberwell, Dulwich, Downham 
RC, Lewisham South (510 places), est. cost £142,800; 
East Lane RC, Bermondsey, Earlsfield, Wandsworth 
Central (2,080 places), est. cost £582,400. 

To ensure that building work on 25,000 secondary 
school places shall start by March 31, 1957, LCC 
have decided that, in addition to the projects ap- 
proved by the Minister, preliminary plans and esti- 
mates shall be prepared for the following projects 
with a view to their substitution for any project in 
the approved list the planning of which may be 
unduly delayed:— 

Somers Town, Holborn and St. Pancras South 
(2,080 places), est. cost £582,400; St. Jude’s CE, 
Bethnal Green (360 places), est. cost £100,800: Bec. 
Wandsworth Central (1,590 places), est. cost £445,200. 

Wood Green.—FLats.—Plans prepared by Boro 
E. for three flats on a site in New-rd. have been 
approved by Housing Com, 

Wood Green.—AcQuISITION OF LanD.—Housing 
Com. have agreed in principle to the acquisition of 
land outside the borough for housing purposes. 

Wood Green.—F.ats.—Sketch plans prepared 
by Boro E. for the development of three sites in 
Grosvenor-rd., by the erection on each of two flats, 
have been approved. by Housing Com. 

Wood Green.— DEVELOPMENT.—Housing Com. 
has instructed Boro E. to prepare a scheme for the 
development of site ‘‘ AO.”’’ 

Wood Green.—F.iats.—Housing Com. approved 
sketch plan prepared by Boro E. for the development 
of site “*Q’’—land at corner of Granville-rd. and 
Lordship-la.—by the erection of six flats. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
RED LEAD PAINT 
Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have issued 
the following revised prices for ready mixed red and 
orange lead paints which came into force on 
December 7: 


For Sales or Contracts: Per Gallon. 
S; 


£ d. 
Under 4 gals. in 1 gal. tins aes a es -3 
4 gals. and under 20 in 1 gal. tins 2-3-3 
20 gals. and under 200 in 1 gal. tins 2 3 
200 gals. and under 400 in 1 gal. tins 2. O33 
400 gals. and under 800 in 1 gal.tins ... 119 3 
800 gals. and over in 1 gal.tins ... an eR <3 
8. ds 
Quick drying type I i 3) Per 
Genuine red lead paint gal 
—B.S.S.1011 type I it <3 acieh 
Genuine orange lead paint 14 9 
Packages 
2 gal. drums and upwards 1 O per gal. less 
4 gal. tins ote aie 1 6 per gal. extra 
4 gal. tins wot 3 Oper gal. extra 
1 pint tins 4 6per gal. extra 
4 pint tins 8 Oper gal. extra 











Woolwich.—ScHoo_.—A scheme for the erection of 
a county secondary school at Avery Hill on a site of 
nine acres at Avery Hill has been approved by LCC 
Ed. Com. The total estimated cost is £575,060, and 
the scheme was prepared by LCC architects’ depart- 
ment. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Boldon.—UDC has been allocated 100 houses for 
1954. S, J. T. Edmondson. 

Bury.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new 
group pathology laboratory at Bury General Hospital, 
£47,260 est. 

Carlisle-—Cavaghan & Gray, Ltd., Wigton, Cumber- 
land, plan bacon factory in London-rd. Plans by City 

4 J. A. Stow, for crematorium in Dalston-rd. 
cemetery have been approved.—Revised estate plans 
for land in Moorhouse-rd. and six houses in Crofterd. 
for A. S. Nixon, Ltd., builders, Lowther-st., have been 
approved. 

Chadderton.—UDC received approval for 137 houses 
at Stanley-rd. site in 1954. 

Consett.—Consett Iron Co., Ltd., are planning to 
build a new steel plate mill at a cost of about 
£2,000,000. Mr. H. Boot is general manager. 

Darlington.—TC to let contracts for erection of 28 
houses at Firth Moor and 40 at Branksome. Plans by 
Boro’ A, Centrai-bldgs. 

Hexham.—Tynedale Rugby Football Club plan erec- 
tion of clubhouse. 

Huddersfield.—TC approved layout of 109 ‘* Easi- 
form ’’ houses at Bradley estate. 

Manchester.—TC approved plans for 18 houses and 
14 cottage flats at Shadow Moss-rd.; 24 flats and four 
houses at Tetbury-rd., both at Woodhouse Park, 
Wythenshawe; 52 flats at Clarendon-st. and Newcastle- 
st., Hulme: adaptation of Rose Hill Home as remand 
home for boys.—EC seek ME approval for inclusion 
of second instalment of Jews’ prim. sch. in 1954-5 
programme.—TC propose erection of residential nur- 
sery adjoining Longley-la., Northenden. 

Middlesbrough.—Merchant Navy Welfare Brd. are 
to convert ‘‘ Homestead,’’ in Marton-rd. into a sea- 
men’s hotel, at a cost of £40,000. 

Nantwich.—RDC approved erection of further 62 
houses at Wistaston Green estate; eight houses at 
Stapeley; and layout for houses at Wardle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Curley & Edwards, Eldon-sq., 
appointed QS by EC for proposed Fawdon cty. prim. 
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sch.—City A, 18, Cloth-market, prepared preliminary 
plans for proposed £92,000 Kenton cty. prim. sch. 

Otley.—UDC received allocation of 120 houses in 
1954 programme, 90 to be of ** No Fines *”” type.—S§ 
to prepare plans for erection of shops on Part 2, Sec. 
tion 3, of Weston-la. estate. ; 

Rochdale.—IC approved in principle erection of 54 
two-storey flats and 43 houses in Mount area. 

Seaham.—UDC to build 50 non-traditional houses 
in 1954 in addition to 150 traditional dwellings. §, 
A. M. Smith. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at Snig Hill and Bridge. 
st., to Richardson & Co., Ltd., for new warehouse: 
and site off City-rd., to B. Beeley, Ltd., for new 
petrol filling stn.—To erect following houses in 1954 
programme:—1,250 traditional; 750 by ‘‘ Bellrock 
Construction ’’; and 250 by ‘* New Tradition ”’ houses, 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—P. L. Browne, Sons & 
Harding, Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, architects for proposed public-house at South 
Stanley, for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd.—UDC received 
loan sanction £94,714 for erection of 72 houses at 
Lintz, work to be done by direct labour. 

Upholland.—UDC to erect 70 houses in 1954 and 24 
flats along Higher-la. 

Wem.—UDC approved layout for 50 houses on 
Aston-rd./Soulton-rd. site. Plans by E. F. Mayhew, 
Shrewsbury. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Plans prepared for new block of build- 
ings to be erected at the Royal Infirmary, at Forrest- 
hill, for The North Eastern Hospital Board. Albyn-pl., 
West End. Pite, Sons & Fairweather (F&A), archi- 
tects, 6, Queens Gate, London SWI. Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works, *Alexander Hall & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Aberdeen. Mechanical services 
installation and allied works. *George N. Haden & 
Sons, Ltd., Glasgow and Aberdeen. Electrical fittings, 
installation and allied works, *J. T. L. Parkinson & 
Co., Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Ayr.—Plans prepared by the contractors’ own 
architects for scheme of 12 bungalows, est. to cost 
£2,500 each, which are to be erected at The Firhill 
Site, *Edward Ecrepont & Son, Ltd., 45, Holmston- 
pl., Ayr. 

Ayr.—Plans prepared for the ninth development of 
the Craigie housing site consisting of 62 houses. 
Thomas O’Brien (F), Corporation Architect, Munici- 
pal-bldgs., High-st., The Sandgate, Ayr, *The Weir 
Housing Corporation, Ltd., Coatbridge. 

Belper.—Eight houses at Horsley and two houses at 
Horsley Woodhouse, for RDC: *J. L. Milward & Sons, 
Belper, £10,827 and £2,263. 

Bingley.—20 houses at Cottingley site, for UDC: 
*F. Robinson & Sons, Fairweather-green, Bradford. 

Bradford.—Additional classrooms at Buttershaw inf. 
sch., for EC: *Frank Robinson & Sons (Bradford), 
Ltd., £12,407. 

Camberwell.—Erection of 14 houses and 65 flats on 
the Cleve Hall permanent housing estate (Stage 2): 
*Direct Labour, £161,508. 

Cheltenham.—Works for TC:—12 ‘‘ No Fines ”’ flats 
at Hesters Way-rd.: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £19,299 
(approved); 12 flats at Pittville Circus-rd., Gwernant: 
*Holland & Witney, £17,908 (approved); seven shops 
and 16 flats at Rowanfield estate: *Costello & Kemple, 
Ltd., £45,609 (revised tender approved). 

Chester-le-Street.—Erection of 65 houses with roads 
and sewers in West-la., for UDC. Surveyor, W. Rid- 
ley, St. Mary’s House, Front-st., Chester-le-Strect: 
*Direct Labour, £119,141. 

Cookham.—Section 1, 14 houses and sites; section 
2, 16 houses and site works; section 3, 10 houses and 
site works; and section 4, six bungalows and site 
works; for RDC. All at Cannon Bridge estate, Cook- 
ham Rise. Alex Mandeville, BSc, AMIMunE, E&S. 
Quantities by Henry Cooper & Sons. Section 1: 
*Clayton Heath, Ltd., Boyne Works, Maidenhead, 
£20,410: section 2: *J. M. Jones & Sons (Builders), 
Ltd., Highway Works, Bath-rd., Maidenhead, £22,999; 
section 3: *Colin W. Hatch, Lower-rd., Cookham Rise, 
£14,361; section 4: *Halfacre & Young, Holyport-rd., 
Maidenhead, £7,792. 

Coventry.—Houses for TC:—582 and 81 garages :it 
Halls Farm estate, Stoke Aldermoor: *Geo. Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., London, £811,256. 24 houses and 22 
aged persons’ bungalows at Bell Green Neighbourhood 
unit: *Hall Bros., Walsgrave-on-Sea, £57,231. 18 flats, 
16 flatlets, eight bungalows and ‘six garages at Sir 
Henry Parks-rd. site: *W. H. Jones & Son, Ltd.. 
Lockhurst-la., £40,831. Six shops, six maisonettes 
and four garages at Spon-st. site: *J. K. Monsel!l (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Blondvil-st., £21,765. 

Crewe.—186 houses at Wistaston Green estate, for 
TC: *Direct Labour, £255,110. 

Dagenham.—Erection of 38 houses and 18 old per- 
sons’ dwellings on the Marks Gate estate, for BC: 
TDirect Labour, £85,283. (Subject to MOH&LG 
approval.) 

Doncaster.—Houses at Cantley estate, for BC: *H. 
Marshall & Sons, Ltd., 9, Manor-dr., £32,276 (25): 
*Corfield & Sons, 12, Church-la., Bessacar, £10,465 (8). 
_ Durham.—Completion of gymnasia at Boldan Col- 
rd aS for, ae 8 R. Clayton, Cty. A, 
ourt-la., Durham: . Matthews 0., Villiers-st.., 
Sunderland, £12;986. == _— 

Exeter.—141 dwellings at Whipton Barton (North) 
housing estate, for CC. H. B. Rowe, FRIBA, 
City A: *Woodman & Son (Builders), Ltd., Bartholo- 
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mew-st., Exeter, £54,554 (42); *A. E. Gregory, 12, 
Avondale-rd., Exeter, £99,629 (76); *E. Preston, Ltd., 
Whiteway-dr., Exeter, £30,348 (23). (Subject to 
MOH&LG approval.) : 

Giasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions, etc., at Renfrew-st. Baron Bercott (F), 
architect, 118, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. A. S. Walker, 
FRICS, quantity surveyor, 11, Woodside-pl., Sauchie- 
hall-st., Glasgow. *Robert Gilchrist & Son, Ltd., 
Calton, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions for G. N. 
Haden & Sons, Ltd., to be carried out at India-st., 
Charing Cross. *The Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lochburn-rd., Possil Park, Glasgow, NW. 

Greenock.—Erection of 102 houses, being the first 
section of the Larkfield (No. 3 scheme) for Corpora- 
tion Robert L. Rankine, AMTPI, AMInstCE, 
architect, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., 
Hamilton-st., Greenock. Excavation, brick, building 
and allied works. *John Dow Stuart, Ltd:, Glasgow. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—Erection of classrooms 
at the West-ave. Methodist Church. Architect, R. G. 
Kirkby, 8a, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *T. E. 
Ridl-v, Back High-st., Gosforth. 

Hertlepool.—Erection of nursery sch. for Durham 
County EC. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Dur- 
ham: *David Glen, Ltd., Albert-rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne, 
£7,852. 

H«tton.—UDC to build 110 houses in 1954. Plans 
by *Direct Labour. 

LL onarkshire.—Plans prepared for scheme of houses 
to be erected at Kirkintilloch-rd., Bishopbriggs. *Keir 
& (<awder, Ltd., 109, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

L.narkshire.—Plans prepared for the Ropework 
Co. Ltd., for extensions to the Viewfield Works, 
Larark. John S. Ruthven, ARIAS, architect, 68, 
Ho!'mlee-rd., Cathcart, Glasgow. “Robert Marshall & 
Sors, Ltd., Bishopbriggs : 

{ :verpool.—Works for City Council:—Alterations to 
workshops at Edge-la. Works: *Frank Gatley, Ltd., 
Mafield, Southport-rd., Lydiate, Lancs, £4,693; 63 
dwellings, roads and sewers at Finch House estate: 
*Frank Gatley, Ltd., £88,936; construction of con- 
veniences and storage accommodation at Wavertree 


pla,zround: *Marshall Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 3/5, 
Salop-st., Liverpool 4, £6,336. 
‘London (Admiralty).—Particulars of Contracts 


placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty: 

Boverstock, Dinton, Wilts: Internal painting, M. A. 
Appieton, Ltd., Bilston-st., Wolverhampton. Havant: 
New Canteen, etc., Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., 7 
Wa: wick-st., Worthing. Deptford: Relaying branch 
sidivg, J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge- 
rd.. London, SW1. Ford: Construction of new road, 
Warings (Contractors), Ltd., London-rd., Hilsea, 
Portsinouth. Coventry: Reglazing workshop, Henry 
Hope & Sons, Ltd., Smethwick, Birmingham. Bram- 
cote: Resurfacing roads, Judkins, Ltd., Nuneaton. 
Ford: Replacing roof glazing, The Puttyless Glazing 
Co.. 124, Victoria-st., London, SW1. Portsmouth: 
Demolition of timber jetty, Jno. Croad, Ltd., Port- 
land-st., Portsea, Portsmouth. 

Vi orthy Down, near Winchester: Renewal of felt 
rooting, James Chandler (Lewis), Ltd., Friars Walk, 
Lewes, Sussex. Rosyth: Substructure for workshop, 
Colin Morris & Son, 7, Preston-cres., Inverkeithing. 
Hinstock & Peplow: Painting, Berry Wiggins & Co., 
Itd.,  Breams-bldgs., Fetter-la., London, EC4. 


Taunton: Painting, W. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Wat- 
combe House, Taunton. Portsmouth: Asphalting 
roofs & floors, Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., 
Queens-rd., Brighton. Eastney: Decorations, 
C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, 
NW10. Portsmouth: Road Works, Allweather 
Mechanical Grouting Co., Ltd., 47, Victoria-st., 
London, SW1. Gosport: Painting & Decorating, 
Keith Andrew & Co., Ltd., 7, Warwick-st., Wor- 
thing. 
Portsea: Painting & Decorating, Samuel Salter 
(Portsmouth), Ltd., 227/229, Goldsmith-ave., Ports- 


mouth. Portsea: Road works, Allweather Mechanical 
Grouting Co., Ltd., 47, Victoria-st., London, SWI. 
Coventry: Coal Hopper & Elevation Pit, Robert M. 
Douglas (Contractors), Ltd., 395, George-rd., Erding- 
ton, Birmingham, 23. Kete: 8 Ratings Houses & 
teworks, Gibson & King, Ltd., Great North-rd., 
Milford Haven. Chatham: Modernisation of latrines, 
Gough Cooper, Ltd., Wilmington House, Wilming- 
ton, Kent. Portland: Construction of pound, car 
park, ete., R. Long & Sons, Grove House, 1, Grove- 
rd., Easton, Portland. 

‘London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
r over for week ended December 5, 1953:— 

Civil Engineering: Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., 54, 
Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey; Wood- 
cock Marshall & Co., Ltd., 2, Westbourne-grove 
Mews, London, WI11. Building Work: William Sin- 
Jall, Ltd., Gloucester-st., Cambridge; Wilson Lovatt 
- Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhampton; Walter 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., 49, Queen  Victoria-st., 
London, EC4; H. O. Andrews, Ltd., 408, Oakwood- 
a.. Leeds, 8. 

Painting Work: “a eo Co., Ltd., 61, Widmore- 
rd., Bromley, Kent; F. Parkinson,. Ltd., Mowbray- 
dr., Blackpool; Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., 24, 
Pembroke-st., Liverpool, 3; Ben D. Gibbs & Son, Ltd., 
Mi'l-par., Newport, Mon.; J. & B. Abbott Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., Sherbourne House, 23/5, Northolt-rd., 
South Harrow, Middlesex; Geo. Jones & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 27b, Kensington Church-st., London, 
Wi: Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 91, 
Everton-rd., Liverpool, 6: C. & T. Painters, Ltd., 28a, 
Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, London, NWI10; G. & J. 
Secdon, Ltd., 55, Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent; 
A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Navigation-st., Wolver- 
hampton; Priestleys Contracts (Gloucester), Ltd., 
Vicarage-rd., Gloucester; Alan Entwistle, 43 Bolton- 
rd., arnworth, Lancs; Donald Humberstone & 
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Co., Ltd., North Somercoats, Louth, Lincs; T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Cnaacellors woOres, CTUxicy- 
rd., London, W9;: C. A. Hayes & Sons (Painting), 
Bristol, 8; F. & J. 


Ltd., Stork House, Hotwells, : 

Pilling (Bros.), Ltd., Antwerp House, Brick-la., 
Longsight, Manchester, A. Sharrocks, Ltd., 175, 
Northcote-rd., London, SW11; G. H. L. Painters, 


Ltd., Wolverhampton-st., Dudley, Worcs. 

Heating Services: Walter Cowan, Ltd., Souldern- 
rd., London, W14; W. H. Gascoigne & Co., Ltd., 15, 
Brackenbury-rd., Hammersmith, London, W6; E. L. 
Maiden, Ltd., 27, Fitzroy-sq., London, W1; Resurfacing 
work: Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, Rich- 
mond, Surrey; Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammer- 
smith-gr., London, W6; Wm. Prestwick & Sons, Ltd., 
Dronfield, nr. Sheffield; Penmaenwawr & Trinidad Lake 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Water-st., Liverpool. Stripping 
& Renewal of Roofs: G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, 
Boscowen-st., Truro, Cornwall. Refelting of roofs: 
Structural Waterproofers, Ltd., 262, Munster-rd., 
London, SW6. 


London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Redecoration work in connection with heating 
alterations at Hackney Police Station: *R. Woollaston 
& Co., £1,478. External and internal redecorations 
and repairs at Hammersmith Police Station: *Druce & 
Co., Ltd., £2,492. Minor repairs, etc., at 9-15. Broad- 
coombe. Marks Hill estate, Croydon: *J. Gibbs & 
Sons, £512. Erection of eight flats at Staines-rd., Bed- 
font: *L. & W. Whitehead, £18,748. Improvement to 
staff lavatories accommodation at Marylebone Magi- 
strates’ Court: *Charles Baines, Ltd., £1,870. Erection 
of six flats and four maisonettes at Fairfield-rd., 
Poplar: *George Barker, Ltd., £22,536. 


{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended November 21:— 
Buckinghamshire: GCHQ, Block ‘‘C,”’ Bletchley 


Park, Bletchley, Alterations and adaptations, C. E. 

Ivens & Son, Ltd., Lichborough. Towcester, 
Northants; Diplomatic Wireless Service, Creslow 
Manor, Whitchurch, Construction of stone building 
and garage, Mayne & Son, Ltd., Station-st., Ayles- 
bury; USSD, Langley Airfield, Langley, Internal and 
external painting of No. 5 hangars and No. 9 
pylons, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Chancellors 
Works, Crossley-rd., London, W9. Cheshire: NAB 
Polish Housing Estate, Doddington, Reconstruction 
of hut partitions, Exor. of Ernest Curzon, West 
Dudley-st., Winsford, Cheshire. Gloucestershire : 
Bristol MOW Depot, Radnor-rd., Horfield, Altera- 
tions and additions to provide new steam boiler 
house and fuel store, Stone & Co. (Bristol), Ltd., 
140, Redland-rd., Bristol 6. 

Lanarkshire: Ministry of Labour Medical Board, 
92. Union-st., Glasgow, Adaptations, Lindsay & 
Waugh, 337, Bogmoor-rd., Shieldhall, Glasgow, SW1. 
Lancashire: M/Transport, ISD, Simonswood, Liver- 
pool, Reinstatement . of building work to part of 
‘* PD” shed, Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., 4, Roscoe-st., 
Liverpool 1. Middlesex: Prison Commission, Brom- 
yard-ave., Acton, Erection of 20 houses and external 
work, Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, Baker-st., Wl. North- 
umberland: M/Pensions and National Insurance, 
Benton Park-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, Strengthening 
boundary wall and No. 3 fuel compound, Thomas 
Clements & Sons, Ltd., Selbourne-gdns., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 
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§iondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended November 21:— 
Northamptonshire: Boiler installation, Maddock & 
Wright, Ltd., Leicester. Lincolnshire: Miscellaneous, 
The Exor. of G. H. Hipkin, Grimsby. Nottingham- 
Shire: Roof treatment, Structural Waterproofers, 
Ltd., London, SW6. Herefordshire: Building, H. 
Edmunds & Sons, Dudley. Berkshire: Building work, 
G. Bollom & Sons, Ltd., Acton, W3. Kent: Road 
repairs, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., London, 
SWI. Essex: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W9. 

_Kent: Building work, J. J. Jagger & Co., Ltd., 
Sidcup. Essex: Building, Henry Potter (Wm. Sharp, 
Ltd.), Chelmsford. Sussex: Building, A. Cruttenden 
& Sons, Ltd., Brighton. Essex: Building work, 
Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Ipswich. Kent: Building work, 
O. Marx & Son, Ltd., Folkestone. | Hampshire: 
Building, Gardner & Co. (Bldrs.), Ltd., Whitehill, 
Bordon; Miscellaneous, Liddelow, Ltd., Wembley; 
Flooring, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., Eastleigh; Parade ground resurfacing, Tarmac, 
Ltd., London, W1; Building, Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., Lon- 


don, WI; Roof repairs, Maurice Hill, Ltd., Bed- 
hampton; Building, G. W. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., 
Basingstoke. 


{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended November 28:— 

Derbyshire: Painting and decorating, Kirkland 
(Derby), Ltd., Derby. Durham: Floors. renewal, 
Highways Construction, Ltd., London, SWI. 
Nottinghamshire: Heating installation, Ashwell & 
Nesbit, Ltd., Leicester. Yorkshire: Painting, Top- 
ham Bros., Ltd., Harrogate. Hampshire: Weather- 
proofing of huts, Berry Wiggins & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, EC4; Painting and decorating, Geo. Jones & 
Son (Contractors), Ltd., London, W8. 

Wiltshire: Painting and decorating, C. A. Hayes & 
Sons (Painting), Ltd., Bristol 8. Hampshire: Paint- 
ing and decorating, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 
Watford. Kent: Building work, W. H. Holden, 
Rainham. Surrey: Building, G. T. Crouch, Ltd., 
Kingston-on-Thames. Middlesex: Preservation of 
hutting, Sinclair Steel Erectors, Ltd., Manchester. 
Norfolk: Building, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Cromer. 
Cheshire: Painting, G. Fisher (Fallowfield), Ltd., 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy. Berwickshire: Hut alterations, 
John H. Pierce, Tweedmouth. Midlethian: Road 
repairs, Macasphalting Co., Ltd., Paisley. Lanark- 
shire: Building, Farrans, Ltd., London, W1. 

*Luton.—150 houses, Runfold housing estate for 
BC. BE. 

J. M. Hill & Sons (Ampthill), Ltd. Wembley £228,134 


The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
London, SW2 nae “e 212,634 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., London, W8 .. 208,187 
H. D. Carter, Ltd., London, N19 .. 206,437 

*Seaward Bros., Ltd., 1-17, Neville-rd., 
Luton aa ap of ae .. 206,112 
Manchester.—Erection of ENT Operating Theatre, 
Beaumont, _ Lancaster, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: 


*Heysham Building Co., Ltd., Morecambe, £10,019. 

Manchester.—Reconstruction works at the factory 
of Harvey & Longstaffe, Ltd., Piercy-st., Ancoats: 
*Donald McDonald, Ltd., Trafford Bar, Manchester. 

Manchester.—Houses for TC:—351 at Woodhouse 
Park: *Direct Labour; 68 at Newcastle-st., Hulme: 
*Direct Labour; 32 houses and 30 flats at Shadow 
Moss, Woodhouse Park: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Hulton, nr. Bolton. 

Newcastle.—Erection of shops and flats at Winder- 
mere-rd. estate, for TC: *Joseph Jones (Newcastle), 
Ltd., £24,986. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Alterations and a new front to 
the premises of J. Grant & Son, Prudhoe-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *J. E. Nixon, 98, Percy-st., Newcastle. 

Oldbury.—Four houses at Albion-st., for TC: *Noot 
Bros., Dudley, £5,574. 

Queensbury and Shelf.—20 bungalows at Cockhill 
estate, Shelf, for UDC. J. F. Hall, E&S, Council 
Offices, Queensbury: *R. J. Patchett, Ltd., Ryefieid 
Works, Queensbury, nr. Bradford. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between October 22 and November 18:— 
House Erection 
Bog-rd., Falkirk, Jas. Strang & Son, Polmont, 
boundary fencing. Lane Farm, Drongan (80 Low-Cost 
Orlit), Carskeoch, Patna (80 Low-Cost Orlit), and 
Welton-rd., Mauchline (68 Low-Cost Orlit), The 
Scottish Orlit Co., Sighthill, Edinburgh, all trades. 
Widow’s Land, Burntisland (72 Houses), Robert Ballan- 
tine, Markinch, boundary fencing. Abbots Seat-rd., 
Kelso (104 Miller), SE Scotland Electricity Brd., Gala- 
shiels, electricity services. Braehead, Linlithgow (50 
houses), Forth & Clyde & Sunnyside Iron Co., Falkirk, 
fireplaces. Haldane, Dunbartonshire (262 No-Fines), 
SW Scotland Electricity Brd., Glasgow, electricity 
services. Aberdour-rd., Dunfermline (202 Cruden- 
Dunedin), Alliance Construction (Scotland), Ltd., 
Dundee, all trades. Bowmore, Islay (six Traditional), 
J. MacLachland, Ltd., Lochside-st., Oban, brick. 
Cairn Edward, New Galloway (19 Traditional), M. 
McBrodie & Son, St. Andrew-st., Castle Douglas, paint. 
Hilten-rd., Alloa (six Traditional), and Fairyburn, 
Alloa (18 Dunedin), W. G. Walker & Sons (Edin- 
burgh), Ltd., Edinburgh, floor finish. Newbattle, Mid- 
lothian (56 Dunedin), Crudens, Ltd., Musselburgh, all 
trades. Balerno, Midlothian (44 No-Fines), Scottish 
Gas Brd., Edinburgh. gas services; SE Scotland Elec- 
tricity Brd., Musselburgh, electricity services. Burn- 
foot, Hawick (80 Dunedin and 31 Traditional), SE 
Scotland Electricity Brd., Galashiels, electricity 
services. The Policies, Galashiels (30 Dunedin), 
Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., Edin ° 
handrails. Dolphin-rd., Currie (88 Dunedin), Jas. 
S & Son, Polmont, fencing. Harthill, Lanarkshire 
(96 Traditional), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, 





950 


fencing. 


rd., 


Aberdour-rd., 
Ardrossan (114 Cruden), Hay & Anderson, 


Dunfermline (202 Dunedin), 
Scottish Gas Brd., Dunfermline, gas services. Stanley- 
Kil- 






































UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 
The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 














THE BUILDER 


winning, stockproof boundary fencing. Shortlees, 
Kilmarnock (two Traditional), S. Pyper, 27, Fullarton- 
pl. Irving, brick; J. Moulds (Kilmarnock), Ltd., 39, 

igh Glencairn-st., Kilmarnock, joiner; A. C. Whyte & 
Co., 95, Bath-st., Glasgow, roof tiles and roughcast; 
Jas. Cochrane & Sons, 36, Bridgegate, Irvine, plumber; 
A. Wright, Ltd., 232, High-st., Ayr, glazier; Wm. Shaw, 
160, High-st., Irvine, plaster; Wm. Orr & Son, 7, 
John Dickie-st., Kilmarnock, paint; John Jamieson, 
Irvine-rd., Kilwinning, electric. Hyvots Bank, Edin- 
burgh (70 Cruden), Housing Executive Officer, Edin- 
burgh privet hedging. Kinlochard, Perthshire (12 
Traditional), W. Wallace & Co., Blanefield, Stirling- 
shire, plaster. The Lean, Loanhead (1) and Pease- 
flat, Dalkeith, Jas. Blake & Co., 9-13, South Fort-st. 
Edinburgh, three roof trusses (steel). Hayfield, Lerwick 
(32 Space-saving), William Fraser & Partners, Lerwick, 
all trades. Hayfield, Lerwick (12 Space- saving), 
Scottish Gas Brd., Aberdeen, gas services. Newbattle, 
Midlothian (402 No- Fines), Direct Labour, all trades. 


Maintenance 

Livingstone-st., Clydebank (26 BISF), 
Son (Decorators), Ltd. Glasgow, paint. 
st., Clydebank (24 BISF), J. M. Graham, 
paint. 

Sheffield.—Houses for TC:—Six at Ringingbow and 
four at Rivelin: *C. L. Marcroft, Ltd., £9,131 and 
£6,248; houses at Greenhill / Bradway estate: *M. J. 
Gleeson, Ltd., £147,911 (123); *J. W. Sivil, Ltd., 
£154,448 (147). (Both of Sheffield.) 

Sheffield.—Alterations and improvements at Winco- 
bank cty. sch., for EC: *E. Oxley & Son, £2,602. 

Shipley. —Erection of a crematorium at Nab Wood, 
for UDC: *Direct Labour, £16,500. 

South Shields.—Additions to South Shields gram. 
tech. sch. for girls, for TC. Architects, Page, Son & 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. QS, J. S. Glover, 13, 
Winchester-st., South Shields: *Carruthers & Son, 1. 
Heugh-ter., South Shields, £36,620. 


J. Grant & 
Livingstone- 
Dumbarton, 











STEEL- CRETE ( 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 











Boyle’s es. Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 

















Ltd., confectioners, Durham-rd. 
Brown & Son, Fawcett-st., 
ken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 


and six at East Herrington, for RDC. S, Mr. ¢. 
Emmerson: *Direct Labour. 


by Boro’ A, A. G.. Sinclair: 
Villiers-st., 
Avenue-rd., West Hartlepool (40); 
Ltd., Elwick- rd., West Hartlepool (40); *W. W. Brazell, 
Ltd., Raeburn-st., °F M. 
Gibbon, Waldon-st., 
ley, West Hartlepool (12 two-storey flats); *W. Brazel} 
(West Hartlepool), 
(10); 
Hartlepool (8): 
Hartlepool (6); *J. Peel, Seaton Carew (6); *Leslie 
Co., Woodland-rd., 
Labour (18). 





December 11 1953 


Sunderland.—Works alterations for Mayfair Products, 
Architects, G. J’ 
Sunderland: *D. & J. Ran. 





Sunderland.—Erection of 16 houses at Silksworth 


Tynemouth.—Erection of RC church at Back. 


worth. Architect, Robert Burke, Lambton House, 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *T, Curry & Son, 
Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


West Hartlepool. —Housing works for TC. Plans 
*C. M. Yuill, Ltd. 
West Hartlepool (46 houses); *Watt Bros.” 
*Taylor & Evans, 


West Hartlepool (40); . 
West Hartlepool (12); *H. Rip. 
Ltd., Elwick-rd., West Hartlepoo} 
*Wilson & Gammon, Ltd., Tower-st., West 
*Spaldin & Snaith, Grange-rd., W . 
Darlington (38); 


and *Diree 








HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER ano WARMER 


BUILT WITH 


BROAD-AGHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 











THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING CL 















SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON S022 








FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 






































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
E.C.1 
MONarch 7597-8 









LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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